Module 4 – Project 4: Budget Activity
You have been hired by XYZ Growing School District in North Carolina. XYZ is a very progressive district and, through a grant, allows all faculty members in a new school to aid in the selection process for new classroom technology. You have been asked by your principal to put together a classroom technology budget in order to purchase "computer equipment" (both hardware and software) for your classroom. The budget is $2,000. Hint: Everything must come out of this $2,000 budget (that includes paper and ink for printers, cables, etc.)

Visit the Dell website, choose the K-12 Education link (under Government, Education & Healthcare) and then select North Carolina as your state of choice. You will use this site for your computer and peripheral equipment (plus software, if you can find what you need on this site). You can find the cost for paper, ink and other supplies using any source that you would like. You are not limited by anything except your imagination...and the budget. Yes...absolutely--you can get refurbished equipment (just check the price--sometimes, it is NOT less expensive!).  Just because something is inexpensive does not mean that it's a good deal. When choosing your computer make sure you use the knowledge you have gained from the chapter to insure the computer has enough RAM and a high enough processor speed.

Next, in conjunction with the NETS standards for students and the NC State Technology Curriculum for your grade level, put a budget together, using Microsoft Word. You will want to make certain that anything that you include in your budget is directly related to the standards and the standard curriculum (otherwise, why would you want to buy it?). You should create a table like the example below for your budget.  Make sure you do not go over the budget!  For every line item, you will need to justify how it fits with either the NETS standards or the Technology Curriculum (this should not be terribly difficult).

Include a short, narrative (half a page) about why you feel that it is important to be a part of these decisions. In other words, why is it important for teachers to be knowledgeable about the technology that will be in their classrooms AND why should they be included in the decision making process? What if they aren't included? 

Once you have completed the assignment you should upload your Word document containing the table and the narrative to the Assignment Dropbox.  

For example:

	Equipment
	Cost
	Standard

	Computer (include specific specifications)
	$800.00
	Standard 1b: Students are proficient in the use of technology. 

Standard 2b: Students practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software. 

State Standard: COMPETENCY GOAL 2: The learner will demonstrate knowledge and skills in the use of computer and other technologies.

Etc. (there could be much more!)

	Printer (include specifications) 
	81.00
	Standard 4a: Students use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences. 

Etc.

	Software #1 (include title and purpose) 
	29.99
	Standard... 

NC Competency Goal...

	Paper, cables, etc. (be specific) 
	50.00
	Standard... 

Goal...

	You get the idea--this is not an exhaustive list. If you do not spend the entire $2,000, you cannot save that money. You will lose it. 
	 
	 


