
The University of North Carolina at Wilmington

Fundamentals of French 120.001
Fall 2008 (MWF 10:00 am - 10:50 am, Leutze Hall 132)

Instructor: Eric Tessier

Phone:
962-3885


Email: tessiere@uncw.edu

Office:
2023 Randall Library

Office hours: 11:00-11:50 am MWF (by appointment)

WEB site: http://people.uncw.edu/tessiere/ (for syllabus)

Required materials:

Vis-à-vis, Amon, Muyskens, Omaggio Hadley. McGraw Hill, 2007. 4th edition.

Online Workbook/ Laboratory Manual to accompany Vis-à-vis.
Please, bring your own headsets and paper (to print out) when you use the lab at the Language Resource Center, 253 Leutze Hall

A good French-English dictionary (Harper Collins Concise, Harrap’s, Larousse)

Prerequisite: Two units of High School French or appropriate departmental placement test score. If you are not sure about your level, come and see me.
Course description:

Review of the fundamental structure of the French language. Throughout the semester, we will work through reading, writing, listening and speaking activities and create dialogues, role-plays, presentations and short compositions.

Plan du cours

20 Aug 

Introduction to course; the Francophone world

22 Aug
Review (Chapters 1-3): Presenting yourself; P9A, B, C ; P20 ; P24A, B, C; Voc P29; P32, P33A-P34A; P36A and P37, P40A-C ; P44A-P45D ; P50A, B and P51D (suggested review)

25 Aug

Dates, hobbies, wishes and preferences

27 Aug
Describing people, places and things; P63A, B; P65A-C; P66A and B
29 Aug
avoir expressions + adjectives with irregular forms P69A, C and D; P72A-P73C (suggested review)
1 Sept

Labor Day
3 Sept
Qu'est-ce qu'il y a..., prepositions (Ch. 4); P93A and B; P95A and B; P97A-P98B, then P100A-P101D

5 Sept

Asking questions; WBK Ch. 3 due; P105A, B; P109A, B, D; Voc P115

8 Sept

Describing people, places and things; P78-81, P107-109C

10 Sept

Interviewing and being interviewed (question review)

12 Sept

WKBK Ch. 4 due
15 Sept

Your family and where you live (Ch. 5); P121A and B; P122, P127A-B

17 Sept

Chapter 1-4 test
19 Sept

The time and the weather; P130A-C; P135A and B

22 Sept

What you do and where you go; P137A and B; Voc 144-45; Describing daily life

24 Sept

What you buy and what you eat (Ch. 6); WKBK Ch. 5 due
26 Sept

What you eat and what you don’t; P150B and C; P155A-D; P159B

29 Sept

Planning a meal; P156-158, P159A-C, P164-P166A

1 Oct

Giving advice; P162-P164B; WKBK Ch. 6 due
3 Oct

Eating out; P177

6-7 Oct

Fall break
8 Oct

Review (Ch. 6); Choosing and shopping (Ch. 7); Draft 1 due
10 Oct
Writing telephone numbers; P12, P179-80, P206-07; Choosing and shopping; P182, P182-185C, P202

13 Oct

Chapters 5 & 6 test
15 Oct

Desires, obligations and abilities (Ch. 7); P188-190A and B, “il faut”

What you do during vacation (Ch. 8); P203-205; Composition 1 due
17 Oct

Review; WKBK Ch. 7 due
20 Oct

Talking about the past; P191-P194D (PC with avoir), P212-P215E (PC with être)
22 Oct

What you do now and what you did then; explaining the past (Ch. 7, 8, 9 &10)

24 Oct

Where you go and where you are from; P221

27 Oct
Time spent; express dates and duration in the past; P241-243, P247-P248B; WKBK Ch. 8 due
29 Oct

Review

31 Oct

Chapters 7 & 8 test
3 Nov

How you travel (beginning ch. 9).
5 Nov

Affirmative and negative adverbs; P246-248
7 Nov

Affirmative and negative pronouns; P249-251
10 Nov

Writing about the past (review)

12 Nov

Correspondence and media; P260-265 (sections of Ch. 10); WKBK Ch. 9 due
14 Nov

Describing the past; P266-P270E
17 Nov

The past, present and (immediate) future; P294-P297; Draft 2 due
19 Nov

What you like and what (and who) you know (sections of Ch. 11)

21 Nov

Review
24 Nov

Chapter 10, Composition 2 due
25 Nov

Thanksgiving vacation
1 Dec 

Chapter 11, WKBK Ch. 10 due
3 Dec

Last day of class / Review
Final exam: 
Monday, Dec 8 (8:00-11:00)

Grade Breakdown:

Participation, quizzes, attendance
15%

Homework (frequency and accuracy)
15% (5 workbooks out of 8)

3 exams 



30% 

2 Compositions



20%

Final exam



20%

Total




100%

Honor Code: Students enrolled in this course must respect and abide by the Academic Honor Code of UNCW at all times.

Grading Scale:

A
93-100


C
73-76

A- 90-92


C-
70-72

B+
87-89


D+
67-69

B
83-86


D
63-66

B- 80-82


D-
60-62

C+
77-79


F
0-59

How to best succeed in this course?

In order to actively participate in class and succeed, you should learn the vocabulary, do the readings and/or the assigned activities, complete and correct your workbook. New materials should be familiar to you before you come to class.

Class policies

Attendance

University policy grants you three excused or unexcused absences, after which, each unexcused absence will result in a significantly lower participation grade. Being more than 10 minutes late is the equivalent of one absence. 9 or more absences will result in a failing grade in the course.

Please arrive on time, turn off cell phones and/or beepers and do not eat in class. It is expected that all the work produced by you is your own. Questions concerning what is, or not, acceptable should be directed to me directly. A student who plagiarizes or cheats on any assignment in any course faces penalties that may include an F on the assignment or an F in the course. Please consult your university catalogue for other pertinent information on academic misconduct.

Extra credit points accumulated (a maximum of 2 points per exam period) will be added to the exam following the credit points. Active membership in the UNCW French club can be a fun and informative way to improve your French and earn extra credit in this class. If you watch a French language film for extra credit, you must supply me with a current store, library or lab receipt and write a one-page critique of the film (in English). The Randall Library is an excellent source of foreign language films on video and DVD. Films are located on the first floor to the left of the Reserve counter. French language films are listed in the section beginning with PN1997.f7. If you do not find the title you want, ask at the Reserve Desk. I also suggest that you check regularly the Thalian Hall film listing for your foreign language film viewing pleasure (www.thalianhall.com).

I often rely on a UNCW e-mail address to reach all students enrolled in the course. Please make sure that your university e-mail account is working. I expect you to check your e-mail on a regular basis.

I would like to hear from anyone who has a disability which may require some modification of seating, testing, or other class requirements so that appropriate arrangements may be made. Please see me after class or during office hours.

Assigned activities and tests

No late homework is accepted. There will be no make up for homework or exams. If you must miss a test for a valid reason (illness, religious holiday, etc.) you must contact me before or the day of the exam to arrange for a make up. Missing work and/or failure to take an exam result in a zero for the particular assignment (exam, homework, workbook, etc.). All arrangements will be in compliance with departmental and academic policies.

All exercises from the text which are to be completed before you come to class may be collected without notice (part of your participation grade). Exam content builds from course discussion, text and workbook activities relating to the course goals about the French language and the Francophone world. Each chapter exam is scheduled for 50 minutes of class time.

The subjects of our compositions will be discussed in class. You will have the opportunity to correct and improve the first draft of your 2 compositions. Your brouillon is your first draft and composition indicates your final version. Each composition must be a minimum of 250 words (word count indicated). Please type your work and skip a line. Standard margins and 12 pt fonts are greatly appreciated. You must attach your draft to your final paper for full credit. See code de corrections for correction key and for French accents on PC or Macintosh.

Topic 1: Décrivez votre vie personnelle, professionnelle et familiale. Répondez aux questions suivantes. Comment êtes-vous ? Comment sont vos amis et les membres de votre famille ? Où habitez-vous et comment est votre logement ? Qu’avez-vous chez vous ? De quoi avez-vous besoin ? Que faites-vous tous les jours ? Qu’aimez-vous faire ? Que n’aimez-vous pas faire ? Où allez-vous ? Avec qui aimez-vous passer du temps ? Que mangez-vous régulièrement ? Que portez-vous quand vous sortez le week-end ? Que ne prenez-vous jamais, et pourquoi ? Voir d’autres indications en cours.

Topic 2: Décrivez vos dernières vacances (une page). Utilisez les expressions suivantes: depuis + duration, pendant, il y a (pp241-43), ne...pas encore, déjà, ne...plus, souvent (pp246-248), personne ne..., ne...rien d’intéressant (pp249-251). Tout le texte doit être rédigé au passé :


On emploie le passé composé pour les actions complètes, les actions dans une série ; on emploie l’imparfait pour les actions habituelles, le temps, la description, le décor, etc. pp294-296. Voir d’autres indications en cours.

Disability Services: If you have a disability and need reasonable accommodations in this course, you should inform the professor of this fact in writing within the first week of class.  If you have not done so already, you must register with the UNCW Office of Disability Services. UNCW Disability Services supplies information about disability law, documentation procedures and accommodations. This information can be found at http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/disability/
Safety on campus:

UNCW practices a zero-tolerance policy for violence and harassment of any kind.  For emergencies contact UNCW CARE at 962-2273, Campus Police at 962-3184, or Wilmington Police at 911. For University or community resources visit http://uncw.edu/wrc/crisis.htm
Online Workbook requirement: you must complete 5 of the 8 workbooks (but ch.4 and ch.6 are compulsory).
Participation guidelines
A: Student comes to class prepared, with assignments completed. S/he tries to use new vocabulary and grammatical structures. S/he participates very actively in discussions and in small groups and consistently contributes positively to the class. S/he uses French almost all the time and volunteers regularly.

B: Student usually comes to class prepared, with assignments completed. S/he participates in discussion and in small groups. S/he frequently contributes to the class. S/he uses French most of the time and volunteers regularly.

C: Student is often unprepared for class. S/he participates somewhat in class activities and in small group work. S/he responds when called upon. S/he responds sometimes, but often relies on the answer “je ne sais pas”.

D: Student comes to class unprepared. S/he does not participate actively unless compelled to do so. S/he does not respond to questions and makes no noticeable effort to speak French.

F: Student is not prepared for class activities or discussion, does not participate.

About the Online Workbook

      To enroll in this course, please do the following: 

      Step 1. Log into your Quia account

      If you already have a Quia account:

      1. Go to http://books.quia.com

      2. Go to Students and click Log in.

      If you do not have a Quia account:

      1. Go to http://books.quia.com

      2. Go to Students and click Create new account.

      3. Fill out and submit the form. Remember to write down your username and 

      password.

      Step 2. Purchase book or enter book key

      In this step, you will activate your Quia book by entering a book key. (If 

      you have already activated your book during a previous term, then you 

      don't need a book key. Follow the instructions in the third section 

below.)

      If you already have a book key:

      If a book key came packaged with your textbook or if you purchased a book 

      key separately, follow these instructions.

      1. Go to http://books.quia.com

      2. Go to Students.

      3. Enter your book key in the field labeled Enter book key. The book will 

      be added to your account. Note that book keys may only be used once; your 

      book key will become invalid after you use it.

      4. Verify that your name is displayed properly. The name that you enter 

      here is what will be displayed to your instructor, so be sure to spell 

      your first and last names correctly. Click the check box and press Submit.

      5. Enter your instructor's course code, NFH894, in the field labeled 

      Enter Course Code (next to your book).

      To add additional books to your account, enter the book key in the field 

      labeled Enter book key.

      If you do not have a book key, you can purchase one using a credit card:

      1. Go to http://books.quia.com/books/bookstore.html 

      2. Find your book and click Buy. When prompted, enter your instructor's 

      course code: NFH894
      If you already have an active book in your account from a previous term:

      1. Go to http://books.quia.com

      2. Go to Students. (You should already be logged in. If not, log in.)

      3. Find the book and click Enroll.

      4. Enter your instructor's course code: NFH894
      You are now enrolled in your instructor's course. To access your Student 

      Workstation in the future, go to http://books.quia.com and log into your 

      account. You will be able to open your book, submit activities, view your 

      results, and view your instructor's feedback. If you have any questions 

      about these directions or about any other topic, please contact Quia 

      Support at http://books.quia.com/support.html.

Code des corrections

AC : accent

ADJ : adjective

ADV : adverb

ANG : anglicism

ART : article

CONST : verb/preposition/noun construction

EXP : idiomatic expression

F : feminine ; M : masculine (GN : gender)

MD : mood (indicative, imperative, subjunctive)

NEG : négation

OD/OI : object pronoun (direct, indirect)

PER : personal pronoun
POSS : possessive

PREP : preposition

O : spelling

PP : past participle

REF : reflexive

REL : relative pronoun

RP : reflexive pronoun

S/V : subject-verb agreement

SYN : syntax (word order)

VF : verb form – stem incorrect

VT : verb tense, see MD

VOC : vocabulary, word choice

# : number

X : omission (word missing)

? : intended meaning not clear

	Accents on PC



Accents on MAC

	

	é  = CTRL and ‘ (apostrophe) + Vowel 
Press Option ‘ (apostrophe) then the letter

	è = CTRL and ` (accent grave) + Vowel 
Press Option ` (accent grave) then the letter

	ç = CTRL , and c



Press Option  c

	ô = CTRL and shift 6 + Vowel

Press Option i then the letter

	ë = CTRL and shift : (colon) +Vowel
Press Option  u then the letter


All accents are also available under Insert/Symbol in Windows/Microsoft Word.

For both systems: For capital letters with accents, instead of “the letter” press “shift and the letter.”

French punctuation note : one space before and after the marks : ; ? ! « »


Es-tu français ?

Attention !
Il m’a dit « A bientôt ! ».

Capitals are used to start a sentence, for all proper names and for a nationality when it is used as a noun NOT as an adjective.
Pauline est québécoise. C’est une Québécoise.
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