Chronology of Ancient Mesoamerica

Period


Dates



Significant Developments

	Paleoindian
	+/- 20,000 BC? – 8,000 BC
	First human settlement of New World; early hunters & gatherers

	Archaic
	8,000 – 2,000 BC
	Early agriculture; hunting, fishing & gathering; origins of village life by Terminal Archaic

	Early Preclassic (Formative)
	2,000 BC – 1,200 BC
	Pottery appears; rise of chiefdoms – the Mokaya in the Soconusco & emergence of complexity in Oaxaca

	Middle Preclassic (Formative)
	1,200 BC - 300 BC
	Spread of La Venta Olmec influence; first writing at San José Magote; Monte Albán emerges

	Late Preclassic (Formative)
	300 BC – AD 250
	Invention of Long Count calendar; Teotihuacan grows as a regional power; Maya city-states emerge

	Early Classic
	AD 250 – 600
	Maya city-states, like Tikal and Calakmul, grow in size & influence; flowering of Maya civilization

	Late Classic and Epiclassic
	600 – 1100
	Teotihuacan destroyed by AD 650; height and decline of Maya civilization; growth of Toltec state

	Postclassic
	1100 – early 1500’s
	Competing Maya polities; Aztecs consolidate power in Basin of Mexico

	Spanish Invasion
	Early 1500’s - 1521
	Fall of Tenochtitlan (1521); subjugation of Mesoamerican peoples

	Colonial 
	1521-
	Development of Central American States


