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SOCIOLOGY 105—INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 

Spring 2008

Sections 001, 002    MWF    10:00-10:50
            SB  212
Dr. Diane Levy

Office:  
Social/Behavior Sciences  211B

Office Hours:  MWF 9-10am;  Mon 3:30-5pm

Phone:
962-3430




**or by appointment**

e-mail: 
levyd@uncw.edu
Personal/Course web page:  www.uncw.edu/people/levyd
COURSE OUTLINE 

OBJECTIVES: Welcome to Introduction to Sociology!
Sociology has characteristics of both a science and an art.  That is, it uses empirical (observable) data and also involves a special frame of mind.  It is a way of seeing the world that is learned and takes practice—just like so many other new skills you have mastered-- riding a bike, geometry, driving, using a computer.  The goal of any intro course is to encourage students to widen their world with a new discipline.  I will attempt to do this by helping you develop the “sociological imagination” and showing you how it apply it to events in the real world.  

REQUIRED TEXTS: all three in paperback


The Practical Skeptic:  Core Concepts in Sociology, 4th ed.  by Lisa McIntyre

The Practical Skeptic:  Readings in Sociology, 4th ed, edited  by Lisa McIntyre
Tortilla Curtain by  T.C. Boyle

COURSE WEB PAGE:

The web page for this course can be found by going to my personal web page www.uncw.edu/people/levyd and clicking on this course.  The page for this course has the syllabus, study guides for each exam, the link to the text website, additional short readings, and other  links of interest.  There will also be a section for class notices, such as dates of postponed exams or other events.  Please be sure to check the website frequently.

McIntyre Text Website: http://www.mhhe.com/mcintyre4
ATTENDANCE:

I do not take attendance on a regular basis—I believe that as adults you will choose to be wise consumers of your educational opportunities.  Having said that, I strongly encourage your attendance.  Experience shows that students who regularly attend have a better understanding of the material and perform more highly on exams.  There is no substitute for active participation in your own education.
ACADEMIC HONOR CODE:

Please refer to the UNCW Student Handbook and Code of Student Life for a complete discussion of academic honesty.  To make all our lives less stressful, please refrain from any conduct that would create a moral dilemma for you or for me.

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR AND DEPORTMENT:

Please engage in courteous behavior in all of your classes.  This means being on time; not creating a distraction by talking to your neighbor, snoring, or eating fried chicken.  I insist that you TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONES and do not leaving early without mentioning it to me before class.   The rules your teachers taught you in kindergarten generally still apply.

EXAMS:

We will have three exams spaced throughout the semester. Each will cover one-third of the course material.   They will consist of objective items—multiple choice and true-false.  The last exam will be given during finals, and will include an essay from the Tortilla Curtain book.   All make ups will consist of all essay questions and will be given on Reading Day,  Tuesday April 29 at 8:30 am.
IN-CLASS WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:
There will be five opportunities during the semester to write a short think-piece in class about the readings or topic at hand.  These will be unannounced.  Students are expected to participate in four of the five.  There will be no opportunity for make-ups of these in-class assignments.  Each will count for 2.5 points for a total of 10, and a possible extra 2.5 points if you do all five.
GRADING:


Exam 1
 
30%


91+ =   A
71-76= C


Exam 2

30%


87-90= B+
67-70= D+


Exam 3

35%


81-86= B
61-66= D


Class writings  
5 %


77-80= C+
60 and below = F

WEEKLY TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS:
	DATES
	TOPIC


	READING ASSIGNMENT

	January  9

	What is Sociology ?


	Text (McIntyre Core Concepts ): Introduction      



	Jan 11-18
	   The Sociological Imagination

    
	Text. Chapter One,         
         Chapter 2

Reader:  Articles #1 “The Promise”; 

               # 3  “Hernando Washington”


	Jan 21
	Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
	

	Jan 23-28
	  Sociological viewpoints/Ethnocentrism
	Text, Chapter 4
Reader:  # 9, “Body Ritual of the Nacirema” Essay by Bill Bryson (on website)


	Jan 30-Feb 6
	Sociological Theories and Approaches—How do we think about social life?

	Text:  Chapter 3
Reader  : #5   “  Skipping Class…”;

 #18  “Commanding the Room in Short Skirts…”;


	Fri Feb 8
	Exam 1


	

	Feb 11-  18
	Sociological Research—

How do we know what we know?
	Text, Chapters 5 and 6
Reader:  #4, “Men as Success Objects and Women as Sex Objects…”
#6, “Doing the Right Thing…”

# # 7, “If Hitler Asked you to Electrocute a Stranger….”



	Feb 20-25
	Culture
	Text, Chapter 7

Reader: #8, “Queer Customs”;
#10   “Act Your Age”;

#29 “Fraternities and Collegiate Rape Culture…”

#13  “ Rock in a Hard Place…”


	Feb 27-29
	Social Interaction and  Social Structure 
Groups and Organizations
	Text, Chapter 8
Reader:  # 14 “Presentation of Self in Everyday Life”;  
# 12, “Code of the Streets”;

# 15 “ The Not-so-Lonely Crowd…”

# 16 “The Pathology of Imprisonment”

# 17, “Getting and Making a Tip”


	MARCH 3-7
	SPRING BREAK


	

	March 10-14
	Socialization
	Text:  Chapter 10
Reader:  # 20, “Socialization Messages in Primary Schools…”
#22, “Anyone’s Son Will Do”;

#11, “Marital Name Change”

#25, “Not Just Bodies…”



	March  17-19
	Deviance and Social Control
	Text: Chapter 11

Reader:  #26, “The Normality of Crime”;

# 27, “The Saints and the Roughnecks”;

# 28, “On Being Sane in Insane Places”;

# 31, “Denying the Guilty Mind…”



	March 21 
	Good Friday—no class  “state holiday”
	Begin reading Tortilla Curtain if you have not already started


	   March 24          (date approx)
	EXAM 2  
	

	March 26-April 3
	Stratification and Inequality
	Text:  Chapter 12
Reader: #32, “The Land of Opportunity”;

#21, “How Can you do it?   Dirty Work…”

	April 4, 7
	Social Class,  Global Stratification and Poverty
	Text:  Chapter 13
Reader:  #33, “Nickel and Dimed…”

#34, “The Job Ghetto



	April 9-18
	Race, Ethnic, and Gender  Stratification
	Text:  Chapter 14
Reader: #35, “ Racism”;

#37 “Confessions of a Nice Negro…”

#38, “The Model Minority Myth…”

#39, “Tales out of Medical School”

#19, “The Restroom and Equal Opportunity”



	April 20-28
	Social Institutions 

Institutions--The Family
Conclusions
	Text, Chapter 9

Reader  #2 “How History and Sociology and Help Today’s Families”;

# 40  “Afterword:  The Sociological Eye and its Blinders”

	Tuesday April 29

	READING DAY
	All Make-ups 8:30am


           ***FINAL EXAM ***
        MONDAY,  MAY 5,  9 am
   
