PLS 501-001 Quantitative Methods

FALL 2008 (LH 111)
Professor: Myungjung Kwon

Office: Leutze Hall 116B
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 11:00am-12:00pm and by appointment

Office Phone: 910-962-7778

E-mail: kwonm@uncw.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course is designed to provide students with basic skills and knowledge they will need to understand and effectively use administrative and policy information. 
1. Students will be able to design good research plans in conducting or guiding administrative and policy research to produce relevant and accurate knowledge for decision making. 
2. Students will understand the vocabulary and concepts of basic statistical methods used in public administration.

3. Students will use basic statistical methods in a public administration context.
4. Students will analyze and criticize statistical methods used by others.

5. Students will be guarded in their language when using statistical techniques; be confident, or at least unafraid, when using the statistical techniques mastered in class.

6. Students will read and analyze articles in public administration journals which use basic statistical methods.
TEXTBOOKS

Required:

Meier, Brudney, & Bohte. (2006). Applied Statistics for Public Administration. (6th edition). Boston: Duxbury Press, 2006.

PowerPoint presentations will be used during lectures throughout the course. A student version of the presentation will be posted on the class website ( https://luminis.uncw.edu/seaport.htm ). 
Required Instrument
Students are required to bring a calculator for class in the second half the semester. The lab requirement involves using the computer software, SPSS or Windows. The student version, or more sophisticated version, can be obtained from some bookstores or online. However, this software is installed in computers in many computer labs around campus including our school’s lab. Students are allowed, and even advised, to obtain help and assistance from classmates, lab assistants, doctoral students, or any other sources regarding SPSS.  

Grading

Students are expected to read and reflect upon assigned readings and prepared to discuss them. Grades will be based on the following:
1.   Three graded homework assignments (3×10%=30%)


2.   Quizzes (5%)

3.   Midterm exam (25%)

4.   Final exam (30%)

5.   Participation (5%)

6.   Presentations (5%)


1. Three graded homework assignments: You will have three graded research homework assignments. Generally you will be given an instruction sheet and complete the assignments according to the instructions. I encourage you to ask me if you have any questions or problems about the assignments. 

2. Quizzes: Two quizzes will be given in this semester and they will be short answer questions.
3. Midterm and Final Exam

Make up exams will only be given for EXCUSED absences and emergencies. For those with excused absences, ONE make-up exam time will be given during my next available office hours. It is the student’s responsibility to make themselves available for that time.   

The exams will be a mixture of multiple choice, matching, and short essay questions.  Exams will cover corresponding chapters of the book & ALL material covered in class, including but not limited to: instructor lectures and any alternative materials covered prior to exam. 
*** Students must be on time for each exam. Otherwise, you will not be allowed to take the exam. 

4. Participation

Students who miss class will find themselves, and their participation grades, quickly falling behind. Attendance is taken. It is the student’s responsibility to keep me informed of illness and other extenuating circumstances. Furthermore, all documentation regarding absences should be kept by the student and turned in on the final week of class.  
*** You must do reading assignments before classes.
*** You must attend in Capstone Presentation on December 4.

5. Presentations

Each student will make three presentations consisting of a problem statement, literature review, and findings of his or her research. PowerPoint slides must be used during the presentations. 
6. Grading System: Letter grades will be assigned according to the following point totals:  

A=92.5 or more 
A-=89.5-92.49 
B+=87.5-89.49 
B=82.5-87.49

B-=79.5-82.49 
C+=77.5-79.49 
C=72.5-77.49

C-=69.5-72.49 
D+=67.5-69.49 
D=62.5-67.49

D-=59.5-62.49 
F= less than 59.5 
INCOMPLETE

A grade of incomplete (“I”) will be given if unforeseeable circumstances keep you from completing the course requirements within the normal semester. Under these circumstances you submit the missing assignments during the subsequent semester but not revisions of previously graded work.  

LATE ASSIGNMENTS

For graded homework (that will be graded), quizzes, and exams, no late assignments will be accepted because answers will be posted and timing is essential to the pace of the class. If you do miss the date due to unforeseeable reasons, bring in convincing documentation and the instructor may consider giving you a different but harder assignment as substitute. 

For the first two parts of the project assignments, late submission within two weeks will be accepted (in other words, they will not be accepted two weeks beyond the after the original due date), and I will always give comments.

The last part of the project (the final repost) must be submitted on time.   

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
You are expected to uphold the Academic Honor Code published in the University of North Carolina Bulletin and the Student Handbook. You are advised that: (1) Do not commit plagiarism. You must provide a footnote, endnote, or parenthetical reference to the source of the material that is not yours. I expect you to use the APA style guide for this course. (2) Do not receive unauthorized assistance during the homework assignments and final exam. Students are encouraged to work and study together. However, all tests and written reports are to be done independently. (3) Violations of these rules in any assignment may be subject to a minimum penalty of failing grade for the assignment and could result in a grade of “F” for the course. I will clarify any of these items you do not understand. 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should: (1) register with and provide documentation to the Disability Services; and, (2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type. This should be done during the first week of class. The contact number is 910-962-7555.

COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS

Week 1 (8/20): Introduction
Reading syllabus and other requirements

Week 2 (8/25-8/27): Social Science Research: Inquiry, hypothesis, designs, and variables

Read: M&B Chapter 1 & 3

Week 3 (9/3-9/8): Measuring Variables

Read: M&B Chapter 2

Week 4 (9/10-9/15): Research Design

Read: M&B Chapter 3

Quiz # 1 (9/17) 
Week 5 (9/22-9/24): Sampling, Questionnaire, and Ethics

Readings will be posted in ( https://luminis.uncw.edu/seaport.htm )
Week 6 (9/24-10/1): Data, Table, and Graphs

Read: M&B Chapter 4             
Homework assignment # 1 (due by 9/29)
Problem Statement Presentation (9/29)
Week 7 (10/13-10/15): Measure of Central Tendency and Dispersion

Read: M&B Chapter 5 - 6  

Midterm exam (10/20)
Week 8 (10/22-10/27): Normal Distribution 

Read: M&B Chapter 7 & 8

Quiz #2 (10/29)
Week 9 (11/3-11/10): Estimation and Hypothesis Testing 1

Read: M&B Chapter 11 - 13

Homework Assignment #2 (due by 11/17)

Literature Review Presentation (11/17)

Week 10 (11/12-11/24): Estimation and Hypothesis Testing 2

Read: M&B Chapter 12 - 14             

Research Paper Presentation (12/1-12/3)

Final Exam (December 5, Friday, 7:00 PM) 
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