PLS 304-001 INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC POLICY ANALYSIS
FALL 2008 (SB 209)
Professor: Dr. Myungjung Kwon

Office: Leutze Hall 116B
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday, 12:00pm-1:00pm and by appointment

Office Phone: 910-962-7778

Fax: 910-962-3286

E-mail: kwonm@uncw.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides an introduction to the study of public policy and the professional practice of policy analysis. We have some fundamental questions that will be addressed in this course: What are the rationales for government intervention in private affairs? What are the limitations to collective action? What are the generic instruments of public policy? What are the appropriate roles for policy analysts in democratic societies? We seek to improve our basic skills in analytical thinking, information gathering, and writing as we attempt to answer theses questions.

- Understand the steps of policy process

- Understand major concepts of policy analysis and decision-making
- Discuss the limitations to collective action

- Measure social costs and benefits

- Assess the appropriate roles for policy analysts in democratic societies

PowerPoint presentations will be used during lectures throughout the course. A student version of the presentation will be posted on the class website (https://luminis.uncw.edu/seaport.htm ). 
TEXTBOOKS

Required:

David L. Weimer and Aidan R. Vining. (2005). Policy Analysis: Concepts and Practice, 4th  Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall.
Sabatier, P A. (2007). Theories of The Policy Process. Westview Press.

Anderson, J E. (2006). Public Policymaking, 6th. Houghton Mifflin Company.

Suggested:

Bardach, Eugene. (2000). A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis: The Eightfold Path

to More Effective Problem Solving. New York: Chatham House Publishers.
Grading

Students are expected to read and reflect upon assigned readings and prepared to discuss them. Grades will be based on the following:
1.   Two graded homework assignments (2×10%=20%)


2.   Three Exams (3×20%=60%)
            3.   Participation (10%)

            4.   Small Group Discussion and Reaction Papers (10%)

1. Two graded homework assignments: The two graded homework assignments will consist of essay questions. Each assignment will be a 4-5 pages long essay. I encourage you to ask me if you have any questions or problems on the assignments. Instructor knows how to solve them better than any other students in the class.
2. Three Exams
Make up exams will only be given for EXCUSED absences and emergencies. For those with excused absences, ONE make-up exam time will be given during my next available office hours. It is the student’s responsibility to make themselves available for that time.   

Exams will cover corresponding chapters of the book & ALL material covered in class, including but not limited to: instructor lectures and any alternative materials covered prior to exam. Students must be on time for each exam. Otherwise, you will not be allowed to take the exam. 

3. Participation

Students who miss class will find themselves, and their participation grades, quickly falling behind. Attendance is taken. It is the student’s responsibility to keep me informed of illness and other extenuating circumstances. Furthermore, all documentation regarding absences should be kept by the student and turned in on the final week of class. Also, I encourage you to speak up very actively during the classes.  

4. Small group discussion

Students should participate in each small group discussion and will submit a reaction paper for each discussion by next class. The reaction paper will be a 1-2 pages long with single spaces. 
5. Grading System: Letter grades will be assigned according to the following point totals:  

A=92.5 or more 
A-=89.5-92.49 
B+=87.5-89.49 
B=82.5-87.49

B-=79.5-82.49 
C+=77.5-79.49 
C=72.5-77.49

C-=69.5-72.49 
D+=67.5-69.49 
D=62.5-67.49

D-=59.5-62.49 
F= less than 59.5 
INCOMPLETE

A grade of incomplete (“I”) will be given if unforeseeable circumstances keep you from completing the course requirements within the normal semester. Under these circumstances you submit the missing assignments during the subsequent semester but not revisions of previously graded work.  

LATE ASSIGNMENTS

No late assignments will be accepted because their due dates are posted in this syllabus and timing is essential to the pace of the class. If you do miss the date due to unforeseeable reasons, bring in convincing documentation and the instructor may consider giving you a different but harder assignment as substitute. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
You are expected to uphold the Academic Honor Code published in the University of North Carolina Bulletin and the Student Handbook. You are advised that: (1) Do not commit plagiarism. You must provide a footnote, endnote, or parenthetical reference to the source of the material that is not yours. I expect you to use the APA style guide for this course. (2) Do not receive unauthorized assistance during the homework assignments and final exam. Students are encouraged to work and study together. However, all tests and written reports are to be done independently. (3) Violations of these rules in any assignment may be subject to a minimum penalty of failing grade for the assignment and could result in a grade of “F” for the course. I will clarify any of these items you do not understand. 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should: (1) register with and provide documentation to the Disability Services; and, (2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type. This should be done during the first week of class. The contact number is 910-962-7555.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Topic 1. (8/20). Course overview

Topic 2. (8/25). An Overview of Policy Analysis. What is Policy Analysis?

☺READIINGS: Weimer and Vining, Chapter 2
Topic 3. (8/27). Making Public Policy: Process

☺READIINGS: Anderson’s Chapter 2
Topic 4. (9/3). Making Public Policy: Institution

☺READIINGS: North’s Chapter (posted at the class website)

                      Ostrom’s Chapter (posted at the class website)

Topic 5. (9/8-9/15). Market Failure as Rationales for Public Policy
☺READIINGS: Weimer & Vining Chapter 4 (74-115)

EXERCISE #1 (Small Group Discussion)
Topic 6. (9/17-9/24). Government Failure as Limitation and Rationale

☺READINGS: Terry, Moe. 1991. “Politics and the Theory of Organization.” Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization 7: 106-29.
                     (posted at the class website)
                       Weimer & Vining Chapter 8.
EXERCISE #2 (Small Group Discussion)
FIRST EXAM. (9/29)
Topic 7. (10/1). Agenda Setting
☺READINGS: Anderson’s Chapter3

Topic 8. (10/13). Institutional Rational Choice
☺READINGS: Sabatier’s Part II – 2

*** Homework #1 (due by October 13)

Topic 9. (10/15). Punctuated-Equilibrium Theory
☺READINGS: Sabatier’s Part III – 6
EXERCISE #3 (Small Group Discussion)
Topic 10. (10/20). The Agent of Change: Advocacy Coalition

☺READINGS: Sabatier’s Part III - 7
Topic 11. (10/22-10/27). The Agent of Change: Policy Networks and Entrepreneurs

☺READINGS: Mintrom’s article (posted at the Library Reserve)

EXERCISE #4 (Small Group Discussion)
SECOND EXAM. (10/29).
Topic 12. (11/3-11/5). The Agent of Change: Innovation and Diffusion

☺READINGS: Sabatier’s Part IV – 8
Berry, Frances. S., and William D. Berry. 1990. State Lottery Adoptions as Policy Innovations: An Event History Analysis. American Political Science Review 84: 395-415. (posted at JSTOR)

Topic 13. (11/10-11/12). Policy Design

☺READINGS: Eugene’s book 
*** Homework #2 (due by November 24)

Topic 14. (11/17-11/19). Cost-benefit Analysis

☺READINGS: Eugene’s book 

Topic 15. (11/24-12/3). Case Studies; Wrap-up
EXERCISE #5 (Small Group Discussion)
THIRD EXAM (12/10, Wednesday, 3:00PM).
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