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Introduction


“Student motivation refers to a student’s willingness, need, desire, and compulsion to participate in and be successful in the learning process.”(Fager & Brewster, 2000).  A student’s motivation is linked to their success in school.  A major component to being successful in most high school core curriculum classes is completion of homework, both as a grade and extra practice for mastering concepts.  


Homework plays an important role in today’s schools, were teacher have standards for which they are held accountable.  According to Paulu, “student achievement rises significantly when teachers regularly assign homework and students consistently do it.”(2004).


However, with the rise in the lack of motivation among students, a strategy is needed to help students become more motivated in their role of the learning process, hence completing their homework assignments.  There are several theories on student motivation to consider when devising a strategy to improve it.  Many studies have been done on this rising issue in today’s classrooms.  “One idea for motivating students to complete assignments is giving clear and concise expectations and directions to each assignment.”(Fager & Brewster, 2000).  Another concept to keep in mind when devising a strategy, is to capitalize on the students needs when assigning classwork or homework. (Davis, 1993).  Perhaps, the greatest need for students is keeping their work organized and turning it on time.  


A strategy was developed, the “Chapter Checklist,” to tackle both of the issues mention previously with student motivation.  There are several proposed benefits for both the teacher and the student involved in the implementing of the “Chapter Checklist.”  The proposed benefits for the teacher include the following:

· Less grades to keep up with

· Less confusion with missed work.

The proposed benefits for the students include:

· Better organization
· Better homework grades
· Better test scores from practicing the concepts by doing the homework
· Better overall test grade
· Less confusion about missed work.
The characteristics of student motivation and homework have been the topic of many educational papers.   Some of the literature reviewed for ideas to bed included in the creation of this strategy included “Motivating Students”(Davis 1993), “Increasing Student Engagement and Motivation: From Time on Task to Homework”(Fager & Brewster, 2000), and “Helping Your Students with Homework”(Paulu, 2004).

Methods & Procedures:

A checklist was generated every week for the students.  A chapter’s checklist was

given out on the day of the previous chapter’s test.  This was to compensate for the down time after the test and give the students a chance to get ahead in their homework.  

A chapter checklist is simply, a table with a series of columns; one for assignments (page # & question #), one for due dates, one for a placed to checked off once completed by students, and one for the teacher to write in a grade once the homework assignment was checked by the teacher (Fig. 1.0)

A grade for all the homework assignments on a checklist was assigned as one grade for the completion of the entire checklist.  This grade was given on the day of that particular chapter’s test.  The teacher checked and went over homework daily.  Students received full credit for the assignment if they had it completed on the due date.  If the students turned in the assignment before or on the test day for that chapter, they would receive half credit.  

For example, if a checklist had 4 out 5 assignments completed on the due date, and turned the fifth assignment on test day, the student would receive a 4.5 out 5 points for the checklist, which would translate to a 90 % for a homework grade.  The student received a point for each of the four assignments turned in on the due date, and ½ a point for the fifth assignment turned in late.   

Grades were recorded accordingly for three weeks for results before implementation of the “Chapter Checklist” and for seven weeks after the implementation of the “Chapter Checklist.”  

A student survey was also given at the end of the duration of the study to gather subjective results on the students’ confidence in organization and how helpful they thought the checklist were.  
Results

Homework averages for each student was compared before and after implementing the “Chapter Checklist.”  Seven students homework average increased, six showed no change, and four decreased (Fig. 2).  


The second data set that was examined by comparison in this study was the test averages before and after the implementation of the “Chapter Checklist.”
Test averages showed no improvement.  One student’s test average increased, ten students’ test averages showed no change, and seven students’ test average decreased (Fig. 3).

The third quantitative data set examined by comparison was the overall average class average for each student before and after implementation.  No overall averages showed an increase, twelve students’ overall average showed no change, and five students’ overall average decreased (Fig. 4).


Qualitative data was also collected in the form of student surveys.  All seventeen students that responded in the survey found it helpful in organization and keeping up with missed work.  


The teacher involved in the implementation of the strategy responded positively to a survey generated by a colleague. The teacher commented, “It saved time when catching students up with missed work, and eliminated confusion about due dates.”  “Also it reduced the number of grades to keep record of by about 80% to 88 %.

The number of homework grades recorded before the implementation ranged for each chapter from eight to five.  After the implementation of the “Chapter Checklist” only one grade was recorded for homework during each chapter.  
Discussion and Conclusion

The “Chapter Checklist” had an overall positive result. Several of the proposed benefits manifested their selves in the results, for both the students and teacher. Homework averages increased for more students than decreased.  This result supports the idea that clarifying homework assignments and expectations can improve student motivation to complete homework assignments.  Student survey remarks were all positive about the usefulness and helpfulness of the checklist with organization and keeping track of make up work.  


Two proposed benefits for the students that were unfounded in the results were higher test averages and overall grades. The test averages and overall grades showed no change with the implementation of the “Chapter Checklist” strategy.  One possible explanation for showing no change in test averages may result from a lack of study skills from the students.  


An explanation for why the overall grade averages did not improve could be a result from the number of school days without the checklist was less than the number of school days with a checklist.  Therefore, there were more grades after the checklist was implemented to weigh into the averages.  A better representation of the proposed benefits for the students may have manifested itself more clearly, if the number of grades weighing into each average, the average before and after the implementation of the chapter checklist, were equal.  
The proposed benefits for the teacher were more qualitative in nature.  The homework grades were easier to keep up with because only one grade was entered into the computer for a homework grade after the checklist was implemented compared to the 5 that were entered for each chapter before.  Since the checklist had all the assignments listed for the chapter in one place, it was easier to arranged make up work and due dates.  It saved a tremendous amount of time by already having all the assignments listed and printed out for students who may have missed a day or two of school.  


For future recommendations on research of this strategy, a larger sample size should be utilized with an equal amount of days for each phase of the implementation, with a checklist and without a checklist.  These recommendations are in lieu of the limitations experienced during the study.  Also, it would only prove useful in class with lower level students, since most high achieving students have no issues with motivation and completing assignments.  


“Yes, because you know what you have to do so you could not say I didn’t write it down or I didn’t see it on the board.” ~ Dominique Morman, 9th grade Earth Science student, in response to the question “Did you find the checklist helpful in any way?”
Figure 1. Chapter Checklist Ch. 8-10 
	Assignment
	Due Date
	Done
	Grade

	Terms Ch. 8
	3/18
	
	

	Long. & Lat. Wkst
	3/18
	
	

	Pg. 278 & 268
	3/21
	
	

	Pg. 320 MC 1-8, T/F 1-7, Con. Mast. 1-6
	3/22
	
	

	Stress & Faulting Wkst
	3/22
	
	

	Pg. 344 MC 1-9, T/F 1-7, Con. Mast. 1-7
	3/23
	
	

	Quiz
	3/23
	
	

	Test
	3/24
	
	


Figure 2. Effect on Homework Averages
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Figure 3. Effect on Test Averages
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Figure 4.  Effect on Overall Class Averages
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