Lesson Ideas
Lesson Plan 1: M&M Math


In 2nd grade math, I will ask my students to count and sort their M&M candies, create a spreadsheet and a bar graph with the information they record. By the end of this activity, students should be able to sort and organize data, use a spreadsheet and create a bar graph on the computer.

First, I will give each student a small bag of M&Ms. They must count the candy and sort it into different colors. They should make a data table on paper, as well as a bar graph to represent the data.
Next students will practice using a spreadsheet. In one column the students will enter each color of M&M they found. The next column the students should enter the amount candies they have that are that color. Using the chart wizard I can help the students make a bar graph showing the data they collected. 

To assess the work they have done, I will first give credit for work that was done. Then I will have a rubric that has different elements and information that should be completed in a proper bar graph. This will allow me to pinpoint parts of the assignment that students did not understand so that I can focus on the weak points.

Lesson Plan 2: Class survey


This is a lesson for 2nd grade social studies. We will do a class survey gathering data about hair color and eye color. By the end of this activity, students should be able to organize data about their peers, use a spreadsheet and make a graph to compare and contrast the data.

This will be a class activity at first. I will ask each student to write on the piece of paper their gender, hair color and eye color. Once everyone is done, we will make a data table on the board of the classroom. I will ask my students to help me make the table.


Since there is a lot more information to be graphed and organized, I will guide them through this activity. As a class we will enter the information into a spreadsheet. I would have the first two rows boys and girls. Then across the top, I will have the different characteristics; blue eyes, brown eyes, blonde hair, etc. I will show the students that there are many ways we can graph this information using the chart wizard. For example, I could make a pie chart that organizes the characteristics girls have. I could also make a pie chart with the boy’s characteristics. Then I could have my class compare and contrast. This is only one example of the many things I could do with this information. 


For an assessment, I will have the students go home and ask a total of ten people the same questions we asked in class to gather data. They will have to make their own table and chart showing me how they chose to organize and interpret the data.
