PAR 315   Media Ethics

Fall 2012
CASE DISCUSSION PAPERS AND CASE PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT

For each case discussion day, you should read all of the cases in the case section of the relevant chapter.  Then you will write a typed two-page paper about the case of your choice in the assigned section. You will respond to one question in the “Micro Issues” section, one question in the “Middle-range Issues” section, and one question in the “Macro Issues” section at the end of the case. Then, you must apply one ethical theory to the case in explaining your own opinion and your reasons.  Each of these papers will be worth 10 points.

Late papers will be marked down one point for each day late.  Case papers may not be submitted by e-mail.

The cumulative grade on your case papers will make up one-quarter of your final grade.

Days and page numbers for the cases:

Wednesday, Sept. 12:      Information Ethics, pp. 38-54
Wednesday, Sept. 19:      Strategic Communication, pp. 68-93
Wednesday, Sept. 26:      Loyalty, pp. 104-121
Wednesday, Oct. 3:         Privacy, pp. 136-146
Wednesday, Oct. 24:      Mass Media in a Democratic Society, pp. 161-178
Wednesday, Oct. 31:      Media Economics, pp. 192-204
Wednesday, Nov. 7:       Photo and Video Journalism, pp. 216-241
Wednesday, Nov. 14:     New Media, pp. 255-272
Monday, Nov. 26:          Art and Entertainment, pp. 287-302
For your case presentation you will discuss a case of your choice.  You should introduce the case and then explain your own response to a question from each of the sections at the end of the case.  After giving your response to each question, ask what others in the class did say or would say in response to that question. Think of your case presentation as the initiation of a class discussion of the case. Finally, you will show how you applied an ethical theory to your case. You will have about 30 minutes for your presentation.

