PAR 215  Bioethics

Fall 2012
Due: Tuesday, September 18, 2012

Choose one of the following cases and write approximately three typed double-spaced pages on your response to the case.  Imagine that you must resolve the problem.  Be sure to proof read your paper before you turn it in.


Whichever case you choose, first identify exactly what the moral problem or dilemma is.  Then, apply Mill’s Utilitarian ethical theory, using the Principle of Utility, and the Kantian ethical theory, using the Principle of Humanity.  Then, apply the Principle of Beneficence and the Principle of Respect for Autonomy to the case. Be sure to state each principle before using it and show how to use it by actually applying it to determine the answer to the moral problem, according to that principle.  If there are conflicting moral principles, you will need to explain how to resolve the conflict, which principle should outweigh the other(s), and why, in your own opinion.


You will also need to use relevant readings and class discussions for the topic you choose to write about and apply what you have learned from them to the case.  Here, be sure to explain what specific readings you are using and explain how they can be applied to resolve the moral problem you are discussing.


Be sure to explain what you think should be done in the case, after considering all these different things, and be sure to give your own reasons.

CASE A

A forty-six-year-old man, coming to a clinic for a routine physical check-up needed for insurance purposes, is diagnosed with a form of cancer that is likely to cause him to die within six months.  No cure or effective treatment exists for it.  The patient has no symptoms giving him any reason to believe that he is not perfectly healthy.  He expects to take a short vacation in a week.


What is the specific ethical problem for the physician?  What should be done?  Why?

CASE B

A thirty-year-old female patient gave consent to surgery for the removal of her appendix.  During the work-up prior to the operation, the usual tests were performed, including tests for various kinds of cancer.  No abnormalities were revealed by the tests.  During the operation the surgeon finds ovarian cancer at a very early stage.  The surgeon is considering removing the patient’s ovaries immediately.


What is the specific ethical problem for the surgeon?  What should be done?  Why?
