PAR 315
Media Ethics

Fall, 2012
ASSIGNMENT FOR MEDIA ETHICS FILM PAPER

Due:  Wednesday October 10
1. You will view outside of class one of the films that raises media ethics issues on the list provided by the professor.  If you have in mind another such film please clear this with the professor before going ahead with the assignment.

2. You will write a five-page typed and double-spaced paper exploring and 

responding to the ethical issues raised in the film.

3. In your paper you will begin by identifying at least two different ethical issues for the media that are raised in the film.  Please be sure to explain the context of each issue and why you think it is an ethical issue.

4.  Apply Mill’s Principle of Utility  (Considering and comparing the

consequences of an action) to one of the ethical issues you have identified. Apply Kant’s Principle of Humanity (Deciding how persons are being treated) to the other ethical issue.

5. Discuss the presence of conflicting duties, using the language of Ross, and the importance of emotions and relationships in the ethical issues in your film.

6. Apply those of the following Media Values that are relevant to the ethical issues
       you are discussing:

Accuracy


Tenacity


Dignity


Reciprocity


Sufficiency


Equity


Community


Diversity

7. Explain your own opinion regarding each of the ethical issues raised in the film that you have chosen to write about and be sure to include your reasons.  Here, you should employ the language, concepts, and methods of the Ethical Theories and Principles that we have studied, as well as other reasons and ideas of your own.

8.  You will not need to do any research for this paper.  You will also not need to

use footnotes or citations, unless you want to quote something from our book.  

FILMS:


The Killing Fields


Absence of Malice


The Year of Living Dangerously


The Candidate


Broadcast News


All the President’s Men


The Front Page


Network

A Cry in the Dark

Hero


The Truman Show


Ed TV


Quiz Show


Wag the Dog


Natural Born Killers

Goodnight and Good Luck

