Sprawl Statistics—PLS 592

Popular Indicators

· From 1950 to 1990, the density of urban America in the U.S. decreased by 23%, declining from 407 to 330 people per sq. mi.

· From 1970 to 1990, more than 30,000 square miles (19 m  acres) of once rural lands in the U.S. became urban

· From 1969 to 1989, population of U.S. increased 22.5% and the number of miles driven by that population (VMT) increased by 98.4%

· From 1983 to 1987 population increased by 9.2 million people and the number of cars and trucks increased by 20.1 m

· Studies over last 30 years have concluded that when development is spread out at low densities, the per unit constructing and maintaining of sewage and water treatment plants increases—low density requires more roads, curbs, sewers, water lines.  For example, one estimate is that 3 dwelling units per acre built 5 miles from public facilities in leapfrog pattern would cost $43,381 per dwelling in 1987 dollars, but same development adjacent to central facilities would reduce costs by $11,597 per unit or 27%

· Between 1950 and 1990, metro areas expanded from 208,000 sq. mi. housing 84 m people to 585,000 sq. mi. housing 193 m.  Population grew 128% land area by 181%

· In 1960, one third urban, one third rural, and one third suburban.  In 1992, majority suburban and in 2000 suburban share grew to 62%.  Suburbia grew in last decade by 17% compared with 8% for central cities.  Over a majority of the nation’s voters live in suburbia

