Perfect tense overview

Formation:
e Begin with the third principle part. (ex.: amavi, vid)
¢ Drop the -i to get the perfect stem. (amav-, vid-)
e You do not have to worry about the correct vowel because the vowel is
built into the perfect ending and does not change.
e Add the perfect endings:

Person/# Perfect Amo, -are, amav-i video, -ere, vid-i Present
endings endings
I -1 amav-i vid-i -0
you -istl amav -isti vid -isti -S
s/he -it amayv -it vid -it -t
we -imus amav -imus vid -imus -mus
you pl. -istis amav -istis vid -istis -tis
they -érunt amav -érunt vid -érunt -nt

Often perfect stems are irregular, but there are some common patterns:

1* conjugation
e nearly always -avi
O amo, -are, amavi
o laudo, -are, laudavi
e some exceptions:
o do, dare, dedi
o sto, stare, steti
o (ad)iuvo, -are, iuvi
2" conjugation:
e often -ui
o teneo, -ére, tenui
o habeo, habére, habui
e but not always




o (re)maneo, -eére, mansi
o sedeo, -ére, sedi
o video, -ére, vidi
o vinco, -ére, vici
3" lots of variation, but some patterns
¢ -sadded to present stem or replacing elements (sometimes creating an x):
o scribo, -ere, scripsi
dico, -ere, dixi (dic-si)
duco, -ere, duxi (duc-si)
iungo, -ere, iunxi
mitto, -ere, misi
o trahd, -ere, traxi
4™ conjugation
e often-ivi
o dormio, -ire, dormivi
o audig, -ire, audivi
e often —iplus lengthened vowel
O venio, -ire, véni
o sentio, -ire, sensi
e veéni, vidi, vici
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Irregular:

sum, esse, fui
possum, posse, potui

Person # sum, esse, fui possum, posse, potui
I fui potui
you fuisti potuisti
s/he, it fuit potuit
we fuimus potuimus
you fuistis potuistis
they fuerunt potuerunt




Meanings:

Imperfect

Perfect

1. long-term states
2. repeated actions
3. continuous actions

or at once
2. one-time events

1. things that happened suddenly

3. things that happened in the past
but are no longer the case

Perfect and Pluperfect forms

Perfect Pluperfect Future Perfect
| -1 -eram -€ro
you -isti -eras -eris
s/he, it -it -erat -erit
we -imus -eramus -erimus
you -istis -eratis -eritis
they -érunt -erant -erint
Perfect and Pluperfect (Example)
Perfect Pluperfect Future Perfect
| mis-1 mis--eram mis--ero
you mis--isti mis--eras mis--eris
s/he, it mis--it mis-—-erat mis--erit
we mis--imus mis--eramus mis--erimus
you mis-—istis mis-—-eratis mis--eritis
they mis--érunt mis--erant mis--erint

Pluperfect: had ed
Future perfect: will have  ed.

(But really, seldom translated that way.)

e si Quintus ad casam nunc venerit, amicum carum videbit.
e sifratres me adiuverint, eos laudabo.




