EDN 553 (595.001)
Social-emotional Needs & Guidance of Gifted Learners

Course Final Project 

1) Directions: Please review and select one of the two project options from the list below. Your goal will be to develop appropriate strategies (including data collection protocols, instruments, etc.), implement your project, and prepare & submit a written report.  Your written report will be the basis for your final oral presentation. 
2) Project Options
a) Key Informant Interview Project  

i) Interview Development : Identify topics, issues, concerns related to the social-emotional needs, experiences, guidance, and/or support of gifted learners that are of interest to you; that you could design an interview protocol to address. 
· Develop appropriate interview questionnaires/tools reflecting your topics/issues/concerns/questions
ii) Interview Activities: Identify one or more individuals in each of the following categories to implement your interview; document your interview for your report. 
(1) Gifted learner/s, regarding their experiences of social-emotional supports they’ve received; types of support; areas in which they’d like to have support; etc.
(2) Key professional personnel, regarding social-emotional support services available for gifted learners; background/experience in providing appropriate support; knowledge of community resources; etc. 
(3) Family/community, regarding perceptions and beliefs about need for social-emotional supports for gifted students; experiences in obtaining support/guidance; etc.  
iii) Written Report : Using your interview data, prepare a written report of the results. Your report should include the following information: 

(1) A brief introduction identifying the participants selected and your rationale and/or interest for including these individuals;

(2) A summary of your interview results for each category of participants. 

(3) A summary of your interview results integrating your findings across participants. 

(4) A conclusion indicating your interpretations of the quality and appropriateness of the social-emotional support and guidance available for gifted learners, based on your interview results. Be sure to explicitly identify, reflect appropriate references to support you interpretations (using our core & supplemental readings &/or other relevant resources). 

(5) Include your interview protocols, results, etc (or, at least examples). 

Assessment Protocol: TBA

EDN 553 (595.001)

Social-emotional Needs & Guidance of Gifted Learners

Course Final Project 

2, cont'd) Project Options
b) Classroom/School Environment Project

i) Observation/Analysis Protocol Development: Identify topics, issues, concerns related to the social-emotional needs, experiences, guidance, and/or support of gifted learners that are of interest to you; that you could design an observation protocol to address. 

· Develop appropriate observation “tool” reflecting your topics/issues/concerns/questions that you could use to document your environmental observations. 
ii) Observation Activity: Observe classroom &/or school environment/s using your “tool” to document policies, practices &/or procedures related to the social-emotional development, guidance &/or support of gifted learners in this environment. 
iii) Written Report : Using your observation data, prepare a written report of the results. Your report should include the following information: 

(1) A brief introduction identifying the environments selected and your rationale and/or interest for including these locations;

(2) A summary of your observation results for each location/environment observed (classroom; other locations); 
(3) A summary of your observation results integrating your findings across locations. 

(4) A statement of your interpretations of the quality and appropriateness of the social-emotional support and guidance available for gifted learners, based on your observation results. 
(5) A plan or design for appropriate classroom &/or school environment/s that support social-emotional characteristics of gifted learners, including recommendations for appropriate modifications that would provide optimal support services. 
· Answer the questions: Of what you’ve observed, what would you retain, delete, &/or modify in this setting, given what you know to be theoretically appropriate; why? Be sure to explicitly identify, reflect appropriate references to support you interpretations (using our core & supplemental readings &/or other relevant resources).
Assessment Protocol: TBA

