EDN 553
Social Emotional Support and Guidance of Gifted Learners

Class-developed Web Resources

Cheryl Balser

1. Competing with Myths about the social and emotional development of gifted students

http://www.sengifted.org/articles_social/Cross_CompetingWithMythsAboutTheSocialAndEmotionalDevelopment.shtml
     This article describes 8 myths associated with the social and emotional development of children         and then the author discusses facts based on research. 

· Myth 1: Gifted children should be with students their own age.

· Myth 2: Gifted children should spend their entire school day with same-age, heterogeneous classmates.

· Myth 3: Being well rounded should be the goal of all gifted children.

· Myth 4: Being gifted is something in which you are born.

· Myth 5: Everyone in the field of education is an expert on the social and emotional development of gifted children.

· Myth 6: Adults know what gifted students experience.

· Myth 7: Being too smart is a problem, especially for girls.

· Myth 8: All kids are gifted, and no kids are gifted.

     This article was very useful because I have heard of all the myths, but didn’t know enough to know they weren’t facts. These myths and truths have great implications for how we view gifted students in our schools. In researching articles for the social and emotional aspects of gifted children, there seems to be a recurring idea and that is that gifted students should be taught with their intellectual peers, not their chronological ones. The article reiterates the fact that there should be educators in all schools that specializes in giftedness who are better prepared to cope with the social and emotional issues that arise with gifted students. 

2. The effects of acceleration on the social and emotional development of gifted students

http://www.geniusdenied.com/articles/Record.aspx?NavID=13_16,13_16&rid=10570
    This article combines a literature review and a longitudinal study that looks at the  social and emotional effects of acceleration for gifted students. There are many different problems associated with studying the effects of acceleration on the social and emotional development of gifted children. One problem is that there are many methods to accelerate and many studies to not report the method used to accelerate. Another problem with these studies is that social and emotional development is defined in a variety of ways. There isn’t a consensus of this concept. Studies need to compare gifted children who chose acceleration against those who didn’t in order to get a reliable study. The results of the study concluded that there isn’t any documentation to support that acceleration negatively affects the social and emotional development of gifted children. 

     As an educator and a parent, this article will have a great impact on the choices I make. As a leader within my school, I think it’s imperative to rethink how our school is organized and assessed. We need to take the assessments children do and ability group. I think we need to start this in kindergarten. As a parent of a child who has shown some giftedness, I would want her with her intellectual peers rather than her chronological ones. This is just one study that affirms my beliefs. I’m sure I can find many more. 

Wendy Flynn

1. Nurturing Social-Emotional Development of Gifted Children

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/eric/e527.html
The purpose of this website is to give general information on gifted children. It focuses on the Social- Emotional development of the gifted children. This website also gives a list of characteristics of the gifted student and what problems may arise from the given characteristics. The website also provides a list of possible things that an adult could do to help the gifted child.

The relevance of this site is to give a list of potential problems that could occur in the classroom and at home. The down fall is that although it is generally a decent webpage it does not do much in offering varied solutions to the problems.

2. Is your Child Intellectually Gifted?

http://www.insideroseville.net/Summer-2005/article-kids.html
I found this website very informative for both teachers and parents alike. It is set out in a question and answer format. It gives parents the meanings of many educational terms. It also gives strategies on how to help children who need to be more challenged in the classroom whether or not they are in the gifted program.

It helps parents understand what the gifted program is and how students are selected. It also gives a perspective of what gifted students and bright students face as they go through the education system.

Joy Foster
1. Tokyo Gifted Academy

http://www.tokyogiftedacademy.com/academy.htm?TOKYO=3adede86938367467c391e85181717b5
Content: This website is a great resource for anyone interested in learning more about gifted children and gifted education.  The site has explanations for defining characteristics of gifted learners, distinguishing between bright children and gifted children, myths surrounding giftedness, social and emotional development of the gifted, and reasons supporting early identification of gifted learners.  The site also provides links to other resources on giftedness, how to identify a gifted learner, and where your child can be tested for placement in a gifted school.  Teachers and parents both can benefit from the research and tips provided on this site.

Relevance/Usefulness:  Tokyo Gifted Academy advocates for gifted students to have the right to an appropriate education.  They are supported by well know researchers in the field of gifted education and appear to be providing opportunities for gifted children to explore and experience the world.  This is inspiring to read about classrooms where every child has an IEP for giftedness and every child is working through the curriculum at their own pace yet still within the same walls.  This site has extremely relevant information concerning myths about the social and emotional development and well being of gifted learners.  The site is a great resource which has so much information and additional resources that would be of interest to both parents and educators.

2. “The “me” behind the Mask: Intellectually Gifted Students and the Search for Identity

Author: Miraca U.M. Gross

http://www.sengifted.org/articles_social/Gross_TheMeBehindTheMask.shtml
Content:  This article is compiled of various poems and diary entries from gifted persons and students that describe how these individuals felt growing up gifted and how they identified themselves socially.  The author describes gifted students as often wearing “masks”.  These metaphorical masks are masking giftedness for the more socially acceptable behaviors and identities.  She describes gifted students as using these protective masks to become part of the majority around them and that if gifted students are getting the acceptance that they desire while wearing these “masks” then the students many never remove them.  The author also includes discussions by many talented researchers on the social development of children and adolescents.  The article does describe the lack of research on social development during childhood in comparison to adolescence. 

Relevance/Usefulness:  Many of our gifted youth are beginning to show signs of social development in the later childhood years before many other young people.  When do gifted children really begin to see themselves as different socially and academically from their same age peers?  It is important that parents and teachers know when gifted students are beginning to form these social and academic identities so that we (parents and teachers) can help students remove their “masks” and provide them with gifted peer groups so that they can identify with others like them.  More research is needed in the area of gifted children and identity formulation in the childhood years for parents and teachers to be able to intervene.  This site is also useful for gifted students to be able to read poetry and entries written by students like them who can identify with their feelings.

3. Nurturing Social and Emotional Development of Children

http://www.teachersfirst.com/sped/gt/372554-nurture.html
Author: James T. Webb

Content:  The article begins by discussing how gifted children go through the same developmental stages as average children but often at an accelerated pace.  Gifted children begin moving through these stages at earlier ages which can often lead to frustration, isolation, and emotional outbursts.  The article describes types of problems or risks that gifted individuals may encounter and points out that most of these only become risks when there are combinations of them occurring with the same child.  Problems with peers, self-criticism, uneven developmental patterns, avoidance behaviors, and other handicapping disabilities are a few risk factors discussed that are associated with the self.  This article also discusses outside risk factors such as peer views, parental views, family relationships, and school culture.  The article suggests ways to intervene and provide support for gifted students through educating parents, having flexible schools plans for gifted students, and educating others, school wide, on giftedness.

Relevance/Usefulness:  The article correlates to our working model when discussing that gifted children face risks involving family, school, culture, and self.  It is also significant that schools are supporting not only the gifted individual but also the families of these individuals.  Again this article states the importance of helping gifted children form strategies that they can use to form peer relationships, avoid becoming overly critical of themselves, and maintaining motivation.  This article has many useful alternatives to help schools find what is best for the gifted child to meet their specific needs while still allowing them to have social relationships too.

Lauren Linebach
1. Joy and Loss: The Emotional Lives of Gifted Children

http://www.kidsource.com/kidsource/content4/joy.loss.eq.gifted.html
This site, authored by Joshua Freedman and Anabel Jensen discusses gifted students’ perception, social skills, burdens, compounding factors, and a solution for parents and teachers to utilize.  Two features of the site are especially interesting.  The site introduces the idea of “adult attention,” highlighting its positive and negative affects on gifted children.  The authors state that gifted children are often given additional “adult attention” by adults who recognize that the child is isolated and is trying to help the child.  However, the authors have found that the additional “adult attention” actually increases the child’s isolation.  The second interesting section of the site if the authors’ solution to social and emotional problems of gifted students: to provide them with “Meaningful Choice.” Freedman and Jensen recommend giving gifted children the invitation, “within these limits, do whatever you want.” Freeman and Jensen’s ideas are based on the findings of Ellen Winners, and her book Gifted Children: Myths and Realities.
I have not previously thought about the repercussions of additional “adult attention” for the gifted learner.  It is interesting to read what the Freedman and Jensen think about this topic and how they suggest dealing with such situations.  I also enjoyed reading their solution of “Meaningful Choice.”  I definitely agree that gifted and talented learners need the freedom and variety of choosing their own paths, within a supported and monitored environment.  

Justin Merrill
1. Title- Tapestry of Talent: Educating North Carolina’s Gifted and Talented for the 21st Century.

Citation- http://www.ncagt.org/DOWNLOADS/WhitePaperColor.pdf
Summary- This article presents the dilemma stemming from the state’s lack of commitment to the resources needed for gifted and talented education.  It breaks the stakeholders up between six different categories, education, business and industry, healthcare, immigration, class society, and homeland security.  Furthermore, it explains the need for gifted and talented education to be supported in order for these stakeholders to thrive in the changing world.  

Relevance- As advocates for the reforms needed in the education of these individuals we need to be familiar with the current issues surrounding this crisis.  This article is a pertinent resource to allow for such advocacy.  

2. Title: The Relationship of Grouping Practices to the Education of the Gifted and Talented
Citation:  http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/NRCGT/rogers.html
Summary:  This paper addresses the benefits for different types of instructional settings for the gifted and talented learner in regards to academic success.  It also addresses the lack of research on socialization effects of the different types of grouping.  Guidelines were included.

Relevance:  This paper supports information we are learning and supports the changes needed in our system.

3. Interesting info on some high profile actors/actresses plus the perception of giftedness for what it is worth

Title: Celebrity: Gift or Creative Genius?
URL:  http://scientific-child-prodigy.blogspot.com/search/label/Elvis%20Presley
Summary:  It is an opinion expressed by a father of a gifted child who expresses the importance of giftedness in a larger spectrum.

Relevance:  In accordance with the model format it is importnt to realize the impact society, as a whole, has on the gifted and talented indiviual.  The responsibility and therefore pressure of being gifted can deliver powerful risks and resiliences.

Jeri Snelling

1. Issues In The Social And Emotional Adjustment Of Gifted Children: What Does The Literature Say?
Url: http://www.giftedchildren.org.nz/apex/v13art04.php
AFFECTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF GIFTED STUDENTS
  There are characteristics that pertain to being gifted. 

· advanced moral judgement; 

· heightened self awareness; 

· heightened sensitivity to the expectations and feelings of others;

·  perfectionism 

· introversion

·  high expectations of self and others 

· idealism and a sense of justice 

· higher levels of emotional depth and intensity. It is important not to generalise all of these traits to all gifted children, as some of these traits will not apply for all gifted. However, researchers and educators have identified that these characteristics appear more often among gifted children (Webb, 1993)
2. Url: http://www.talentdevelop.com/articles/SAENOFG.html
Title: Talent Development Resource

This is a great website for parents and teachers. It describes characteristics of gifted children and how to build a healthy concept of gifted children. It also provides interviews, links to specific social and emotional disorders, and provides famous celebrities with their insights about their giftedness. 

Caroline Stillwell

Road Island Advocates for Gifted Education –  RIAGE

Website: http://www.riage.org/socialemotional.html
The RIAGE site on the social and emotional development of gifted children was written by Mary Codd and uses information from Maureen Neihart’s research throughout the article. The introduction explains that each child has needs and problems through development but there are several that exist more often in gifted children than other children. Codd states that there are three factors that influence a gifted child’s development which are type of giftedness, educational fit and personal characteristics. The article discusses that gifted can increase resiliency and vulnerability in children. A chart is present that list several strengths of gifted students with possible problems that may be caused that occur from these strengths. The website also consists of what seems to be a glossary of internal and external problems for gifted students. The conclusion of the article includes prevention strategies such as reaching out to parents and educational flexibility.

This website is a great resource if an educator, counselor or parents is trying to find the cause of a problem. The chart would be a helpful tool to use when trying to determine problems that do exist with a child or problems that are possibilities. Since the chart list the strengths and their relationship with possible problems it would be easier to explain to the parents the child's strength as a positive characteristics and how it could cause potential problems. Parents often just look at a child’s strengths and do not take into account how the strengths could become negative.
