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The field of Gifted Education has been a leader and innovator throughout the world in the development of such skills as creativity, higher-level thinking, problem-based learning, and curricular enrichment and acceleration.  General education, however, is now adopting these “Twenty-First Century Learning Skills” for all students; and so we must examine once again what is unique about gifted education – what are the theories and pedagogy that have particular relevance to students with the highest potential for fulfilling the leadership roles that will be played by gifted young people in the 21st century.  
This presentation will deal with the many new challenges that face the education systems as they examine the policies and pedagogy that guide programs for the gifted.  Rapidly advancing technology and easy access to it are literally changing traditional learning theory and service delivery systems. And a new concern for moral and ethical development and the “soft intelligences” will be examined as we explore an expanded vision for gifted education.  The presentation will call attention to some of the new directions that will be required in the assessment of human potential, the motivational and self-directed learning skills that promote maximum performance, the technological skills required by both students and teachers, and the “intelligences” outside the normal curve that should be part of the curriculum for gifted young people.
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