	“Destination Berlin: Germany’s Capital in the 20th Century” will explore how the City Berlin has been constructed and contested—as a political and cultural as well as physical site—through the prism of major events of the 20th century. The course is arranged chronologically and thematically and begins with a general overview of Berlin’s historical and cultural significance. The course is then divided into four major topic-blocks that look at the Metropolis Berlin during periods of socio-political crisis and transition. Beginning with a general introduction to the social, political and cultural developments of the imperial capital Berlin at the end of the 19th century, the focus will shift to the turbulent era of the Weimar Republic. It will then look at the Nazi regime’s megalomaniac plans to remodel Berlin into a timeless “Germania”. The course will next address the years directly following WWII, when the city was in rubble, as well as the years of geopolitical and ideological division of the Cold War era. The final section of "City at the Crossroads" focuses on reunification and after, when Berlin once again takes center-stage in European and world affairs. 

Materials for the course will include political speeches, news reports, narrative fiction, poetry, memoirs, interviews, film scripts, paintings, and photographs. These resources are designed to assist students in their understanding of Berlin's historical and cultural significance; they are also meant to stimulate a spirited investigation of key issues (political, socio-economic, artistic) based on individual interests or areas of expertise. 
 


	
Course Outline
	 

· Reichshauptstadt Berlin: Berlin um die Jahrhundertwende
· Eine Stadt für Kinder: Berlin in der Jugendliteratur
· Die moderne Metropole: Darstellungen von Berlin
· Spuren einer Demokratie:  Berlin während der Weimarer Republik
· Stadt und Reich: Hitlers Hauptstadt
· Zivilcourage und Menschlichkeit: Widerstand in Berlin 1933-1945
· Eine Stadt wird zwei: Die Trennung Berlins und die Berliner Blockade
· Die antifaschistische Schutzmauer
· Zwischen zwei Welten
· Die Wiedervereinigung: Berlin wird wieder eins
· Ich bin Berliner: Berlin als multikulturelle Hauptstadt
· Die neue (alte) Hauptstadt: Änderungen, Verwandlungen, Herausforderungen
· Wohin Berlin? Eine Stadt tritt in die Zukunft



