
Adobe Dreamweaver - Intro 101

Open Dreamweaver

You’d think you can just press CREATE NEW 
here, wouldn’t you?! WELL YOU CAN’T!

The most important step of building a site in 
Dreamweaver is organization! ORGANIZATION!

All fi les in a website stay in the same folder. 
ALL FILES. 

And there will be no funny names! 8.3 naming 
convention ONLY! No spaces. No punctuation 
other than a dash or an underscore. No long 
names! 

fi lename.ext

Go to your FILE panel and choose MANAGE 
SITES from the drop-down.

Here, you will create NEW SITE

Dreamweaver Intro Screen

Manage Sites in File Menu

Manage Sites in File Menu
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After you choose NEW SITE, the new site box 
will open. The only things we have to do today 
is name our site and choose our local site 
folder!

This is the folder where ALL your site items will 
automatically be saved into.

If you move this folder, you will have to relink it.

Once you name the site and make your site 
folder, click SAVE, then make sure that new 
site is selected in the panel.

Once you are in your new site, you can click 
CREATE NEW!

Here you can choose to create a NEW 
DOCUMENT, STARTER TEMPLATES, or 
choose from your existing SITE TEMPLATES.

We’re gonna choose STARTER TEMPLATES, 
BASIC LAYOUTS, BASIC MULTI-COLUMN.

If you’ve never opened Dreamweaver before, 
you’re going to get this mess ------------->

Don’t worry! We’ll clean it up and explain it all!

At the top, you’ll see CODE, SPLIT, LIVE, and 
a little arrow, which hides DESIGN.

We want DESIGN mode.

New Site Box

Pre-made Templates!

Split Mode! Ohhhhh..... my eyes!
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Once we choose DESIGN MODE, we no 
longer have the split screen and can see our 
page.

Let’s have a look around!

FILE MENU on top.

Customizable toolbar on the left.

Panels on your right.

The only panels we need to use today are 
FILES, ASSETS, CSS DESIGNER, INSERT. 
They may already be on your workspace.

The last thing we need to open is the 
PROPERTIES tool panel, which you’ll fi nder 
under the WINDOWS tab up top.

I like to click and drag my PROPERTIES 
toolbar to the bottom of my workspace and 
join it.

WHEW!! OK! Our workspace is complete. Now 
save your fi le as “index.html”. That is the front 
page of your website.

Once you save the fi le, assets should 
automatically show up in the FILES panel.

These are your CSS (Cascading Style Sheet) 
fi les and your placeholder IMAGES. 

You always want to put images in the “images” 
folder, Word or PDF fi les in a “documents” 
folder, javascript in a “js” folder, etc. The only 
things outside of your folder should be your 
HTML fi les.

Design mode.... ahhh....

Properties panel

Files panel

File menu Panels
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Click on the blue 400x200px image. Notice 
that the information in the PROPERTIES 
toolbar panel changes.

Here is where you can change the size, change 
the fi le, link the photo, provide ALT text, etc. 

The CSS DESIGNER panel is where you 
change your CSS properties. 

If it is set to CURRENT, if you are clicked on an 
object, that CSS property will be automatically 
highlighted in the CSS DESIGNER panel.

If it is set to ALL, you can see all the CSS in 
the document.

If you look at the bottom of the page, you can 
see what style is attached to the object.

The INSERT panel is where you would insert 
images, video, sections, tables, divs, etc.

I like to click and drag my panel to the top and 
make it part of the workspace.

Image properties in the Properties panel

CSS Designer

Insert Panel
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Hopefully, you were thoughtful about planning 
your website and all your images are already in 
your “images” folder in your website folder.

If not, when you go searching for your image 
outside your “images” folder, Dreamweaver 
will be nice and ask if you want to copy the fi le 
into your site folder.

Say yes! And Thank You! And make sure you 
save the fi le INSIDE YOUR IMAGES FOLDER!

Images go in “images”, PDFs go in 
“documents”, etc. etc. Say it LOUD!

And don’t use Dreamweaver to edit your image 
if it is too big or too small. Reopen the fi le in 
Photoshop and do your editing in there.

If your image is not resized and brought in at 
100%, Dreamweaver and your browser will 
try to make it look good, but it might become 
pixelated.

To create a link to a fi le in your website folder, 
you highlight or click on what will be the link, 
then you can choose the folder icon, to search 
for the fi le - or you can click on the target icon 
to draw a line to the fi le.

If you are linking to a website, you’ll need to 
type in the whole url in the LINK section of the 
PROPERTIES panel, i.e. http://www.uncw.edu/

Image source

Copy image to test site folder

Create a link
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If you want to check to see what your CSS 
code is actually looking like, sometimes 
DESIGN mode doesn’t show how it reacts 
properly, go back up to the top and choose 
LIVE.

This shows you an active view of your page.

Notice the color bars at the top? Those are 
your CSS media breaks. Which in English 
means, that’s how your content will refl ow 
when viewed on a phone, tablet or screen.

To view your page in an actual browser 
(because that makes a HUGE difference 
sometimes!), you can choose FILE > REAL-
TIME PREVIEW.

Live view and css media breaks

Live view and css media breaks

Real time preview
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To alter your CSS, open the CSS Designer 
panel, set it to CURRENT, click on the item 
you want to edit.

CSS Designer automatically checks the SHOW 
SET option to show only the coded CSS. If 
you want to alter something new, just uncheck 
SHOW SET to get to the other attributes.

Your new attribute will now be displayed in 
SHOW SET.

To use CSS Designer to change your layout, 
use the nesting breadcrumbs to locate the 
item you want to edit. Click on it and it’s 
attributes will appear in the CSS Designer 
panel. 

From there, you can edit padding, width, text 
color, etc. Your options will display in the main 
panel, or you can choose to look at them 
seperately.

Be careful! 60% is not the same as 60px. 

Once you make a change or add an attribute, 
Dreamweaver may open the CSS fi le. All you 
need to do is SAVE it.

If there is a tiny asterik by the fi le name, that 
means you need to SAVE it before you close.

Sometimes, if you don’t save your CSS before 
you preview, the updates may not work.

CSS Don’t Show Set

CSS Show Set

Save your new CSS


