TEACHING OF SCIENCE – GRADES K-6
EDN 336 – Fall 2008
SCIENCE WEBSITES FOR GRADES 1-5
Grade Level: 1
Topic: Food Pyramid and Nutrition
Website Address:  www.mypyramid.gov/kids/kids_game.html#
This website deals with the food pyramid and nutrition.  Children can click and drag many different kinds of food to their space ship.  Each food is placed into a food category (fruit, grains, vegetables, milk, meats, and beans).  The children have to put together well-balanced meals and do healthy activities so that they can blast off to Planet Power.  But they cannot have too many calories.  
3 Things To Do:
1.  Learn how to put together well-balanced meals for an entire day.
2. Learn about what categories many common things are in.
3. Print out your “Certificate of Commendation” and your healthy menu.
Grade Level: 2
Topic:  Changes in Weather
Website Title and Address:  http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwatch/investigate/weather_maker.htm
This site is great when teaching elementary students about weather including humidity, temperature, and when teaching about different types of precipitation (rain, snow, etc.).  The site includes directions on how to do an investigation including how to gather data, observe and do research about weather changes.  The students are able to manipulate the equator-ward temperature, the pole-ward temperature and the relative humidity to cause different types of weather to occur on one of the “weather-maker” activities.  They can make a really snowy day or a really sunny day.  There is information to help the students get started in the form of “weather facts”, and there is a “scholastic word wizard” to help students look up definitions of words they may be unfamiliar with.  The site is very interactive and included the NCSCOS for second grade science goal number two (The learner will conduct investigations and use appropriate tools to build an understanding of the changes in weather.)

Grade Level: Ages 7-11
Topic: Animal Life Cycles
Website Title and Address:  Fun Science: Put the items in the correct order –
http://funschool .kaboose.com/formula-fusion/games fun science.html
 
This site shows different stages in animals and plants life cycles.  Children click on each picture and put it in the correct order.  A draw-back is that it does not show students any explanation and the items it gives are plants and animals.

Grade Level: 3
Topic: Plant Growth
Website Address:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/7_8/plants_grow_fs.shtml
Our interactive website is one on plant growth.  This website is appropriate for 7-9 year olds (approx. 2nd and 3rd graders).  This website allows students to grow a flower.  The student is allowed to manipulate the conditions (heat, sunlight, and water) to help their plant grow.  Afterwards students can take a quiz about plant growth.  Both the activity and quiz help students learn how plants grow and the effects of conditions on the plant itself.
Grade Level 3:
Topic: Skeletal and Muscle Systems
Website Title: Katharine Lady Berkley’s School
1. KLB Science Department Interactivities – Information on Human Skeleton – http://www.klbschool.org.uk/interactive/science/skeleton.htm - 
Student drags mouse over skeletal system and the names of the bones appear.  Page provides functions of the skeletal system and basic questions and answers
2. KLB Science Department Interactivities – The Human Skeleton – http://www.klbschool.org.uk/interactive/science/skeleton.htm
Bones are numbered 1-19 on skeletal display.  Students click on corresponding bones from drop down list.  Upon completion, click finish, and correct matches will be checked off.  Students can correct answers.
3. KLB  School Science Interactive Resources – The Human Skeleton –
http://www.klbschool.org.uk/interactive/science/label_drag_exercise/index.htm
Page displays skeletal system.  Students click on start timer and drag names of bones to the appropriate position. When completed, they click on stop timer.  Refresh page for continued practice.

Grade Level 1-4:
Topic: Animal Behavior and Adaptation
Website Title and Address: Link-O-Vision http://pbskids.org/fetch/games/linkovision/index.html

The students are asked to select, from a list, two animals and the link between them. They have three different options to choose from, and they have to put the system together so that each animal is connected to each other.   The links are different adaptations animals have evolved, and the animals range from elephants to seagulls.  They win points by completing each level, and they can trade in their points to earn fun things!

Grade Level 4:
Topic: Composition of Rocks and Minerals: The Rock Cycle
Website Address: http://www.learner.org/interactives/rockcycle/index.html
This website takes students through a series of different activities by showing them the 3 main rock types, how to tell the different rocks apart, and how rocks change from one type to another.  The students may have to read information about the rocks then be expected to apply that information in a follow-up activity.  There is a brief assessment at the end of this activity where students can show what information they remember about rocks and the rock cycle.
This website describes how the different types of rocks and teaches about the rock cycle.  Interactive activities and examples are provided, along with a “Test Your Skills” quiz at the end to test the knowledge acquired while going through this website.  Included on this site are many videos and explanations that allow for the students to have a more in-depth understanding of the concepts that may confuse them.  Students are given an introduction to the rock cycle in general, taught about the different types of rocks and how rocks change, given an overview of the rock cycle with each part of the diagram linked to another visual, and a final review using a quiz.

Grade Level 5:
Topic: Motion &Forces
Website Address: http://www.learningscience.org/pse2bmotionforces.htm
This website has seventeen different interactive games for students to play to help them understand the relationship between forces and motion.  Although all of these games are appropriate for fifth grade, many could be used for younger or older ages.  Several of the games require the students to go beyond just playing games and have them do a graph of other activities for deeper comprehension.

Grade Level 5:
Topic: Landforms
Website Title and Address: Quia – http://www.quia.com/jg/109706.html
This is a website to assist teachers and students.  The website provides a variety of subjects and can be used as a very powerful resource.  Teachers can use this site for instructional purposes, personal teacher websites, compiling results and quizzes.  Students may utilize this website to play a number of games, take quizzes, email instructors, to study, and educational activities.
This website provides several different interactive games about landforms.  A student can go on and play concentration.  They may play memory, and an interactive word search is available.

Grade Level 5:
Topic: Weather and Climate
Website Title and Address: www.weatherwiz.kids.com
Weatherwiz.kids.com is an educational weather website designed to enhance and facilitate the learning process for students.  Students have the ability to learn about hurricanes, tornadoes, and weather safety just to name a few by a click of the mouse.  This website also offers students and teachers the ability to work hands-on with weather games, weather experiments, and conversions.  As we all know, weather can be a hard thing to grasp for younger children, but meteorologist Crystal Wicker, and ABC affiliate, simplifies the information of weather by using diagrams, charts, and pictures which can be very stimulating and exciting for children.


