Disclaimer for PAR 236 - Introduction to the New Testament

Please understand that this course is NOT a “Bible Study;” nor is it an advanced Church “Catechism.” It is an independent scholarly investigation of the earliest sources of Christianity from the perspective of the Academy, which seeks historical truth through the application of scientific principles. Our “academic” approach differs radically from the “faith” approach to the New Testament, which accepts a priori the validity, authenticity, and divine inspiration of the books of the New Testament. Divine inspiration of written documents is impossible to prove or disprove, but this course will endeavor to investigate, among other things, the historical authenticity of the New Testament documents. Actually the early Christians first emphasized the difference between their faith approach and the philosophical approach of the academy. The New Testament letter to the Colossians 2:8 warns Christians: “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.” The issue was more clearly stated by the early Christian writer Tertullian with the question: “What has Athens to do with Jerusalem?”
Our approach is “critical” in the original Greek etymological sense of the word krisis or judgment, which has no negative undertones as in the modern use of the word. The Greek word krisis means to make a reasoned judgment about a subject based on logical criteria. When such a judgment runs contrary to the faith of a believer, it appears to the believer to be critical in the negative modern sense—and may even be interpreted as an attack on their faith—whereas, in fact, this approach is merely being faithful to its own stated principles. This course—as all subjects under investigation in the Academy—should be viewed as an exercise in critical thinking. See the link to the UNCW Mission Statement on the web page.
A non-confessional attitude means that students are expected to comply with these stated principles and to engage in this study cognizant of the fact that this is an “Introduction to the New Testament.” An Introduction to an Academic subject presupposes that the student is being introduced to a subject about which they know nothing, which should preclude any attempt to promote or defend any preconceived notions about the subject under study. 
There is nothing holy or sacred in an academic study; there is only history.
