Apocalyptic(ism)

"Apocalyptic. . .was the mother of all Christian theology." 

(Ernst Kaesemann)

"Apocalyptic. . .was the source of the higher theology in Judaism, and subsequently was the parent of Christianity. (R. H. Charles)

"The controlling factor in the literature of the New Testament is apocalyptic." (David Noel Freedman)

"In fine, the NT writers are rooted, so far as their exegetical and theological thought forms go, in a living tradition which comes to them from the OT via the apocryphal literature down to the apocalyptic national writing of their own time." (Ethelbert Stauffer)

"Many of the central New Testament symbols for interpreting God's coming to man, including the resurrection, the Kingdom of God, and the Messiah or Christ, are apocalyptic symbols." (William Beardslee)

Definition of Apocalyptic: Uncovering, revealing what has been hidden.

1) a group of writings with apocalyptic characteristics from II BCE to ICE

2) the ideas and concepts that are characteristic of this literature

3) a modern construct--did not exist in antiquity

The Major Works of Jewish Apocalyptic:

1) Daniel 7-12

2) 1 Enoch

3) Sibylline Oracles 3-5

4) Assumption of Moses

5) 2 Enoch

6) Apocalypse of Abraham

7) 4 Ezra (2 Esdras)

8) 2 Baruch (Syriac)

9) 3 Baruch (Greek)

Books from other genres but with apocalyptic inclusions: 

1) Jubilees ("most triumphant manifesto of legalism")

2) Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs

3) Psalms of Solomon

4) Martyrdom of Isaiah (Ascension of Isaiah)

5) Life of Adam and Eve

6) Testament of Abraham.

Factors Leading to the Emergence of Apocalyptic:

"Apocalyptic was a Judeo-Christian world-view which located the believer in a minority community and gave his life meaning by relating to the end, soon to come, which would reverse his present status. The key to the interpretation of apocalyptic has usually been seen, rightly, in its restlessness with the imperfections of the present and its quest for a new and total solution to the human problem." William A. Beardslee

1) Righteous Remnant Mentality: Disenfranchised, powerless minorities (Chasidim, Pharisees, Qumranites)  

2) Problem of Evil: Babylonian Captivity destroyed the simple Israelite faith that God punishes the wicked/rewards righteous. Henceforth, Israel was occupied by idolatrous foreign powers.

3) Post-Exilic Establishment of the Law/Cessation of Prophecy Creates a Vacuum: Apocalyptic fills it. (II Baruch 85:3) 

"This combination of circumstances brought about a situation in which the new type of writing could flourish. It was directed mainly to a people in trouble, a people who saw themselves as God's own, but who were puzzled by the plight in which they found themselves. The apocalyptists sought to justify God's ways to men and to give courage and confidence to God's people. They put meaning into life for confused and troubled men."

Sources of Apocalyptic:

1) Jewish Old Testament Prophecy: (H. H. Rowley)
"Apocalyptic is the child of prophecy, yet diverse from prophecy."

a) Apocalyptic elements occur in OT Prophets: D. S. Russell transcendent God, angelology, fantastic symbolism, cosmic imagery, reinterpretation of prophecy, visionary inspiration, cataclysm and judgment, the Day of the Lord, destruction of the gentiles, coming of the Golden Age, Messianic deliverer, resurrection of the dead

b) Apocalyptic was a development of prophecy: S. B. Frost "Prophecy shifted its eschatological interest from the outworking of history to the end of time itself, and re-emerged as apocalyptic."

c) Hostility to the Jerusalem Temple: R. G. Hammerton-Kelly "Apocalyptic arose in circles estranged from the theocracy by the temple--as well as by eschatology." 

2) Hellenistic Syncretism: Otto Betz

3) Persian Zoroastrianism: Hans Conzelmann

Characteristics of Apocalyptic: 

1) Revelation of Hidden Knowledge

2) Different Forms of Revelation: Seers, Dreamers, Audition with angels, Oracles, Journey through  heaven and hell

3) Mysterious, highly Symbolic language

4) Author uses a pseudonym (exception is canonical Revelation)

5) Themes: God's victory over the forces of evil, pessimism about the world, dualism, determinism, nearness of the end

6) Uses various literary types: visions, edifying stories, ethical exhortation, woes, lamentations, prayers

7) Survey of history, otherworldly salvation, universal outlook (world empires), resurrection, judgment, heaven, hell, Messiah

Jesus and Apocalyptic: Some Opinions

1) Jesus was an apocalyptist: Albert Schweizer, Bart Ehrman Dale Allison (Jesus the Millenarian Prophet)

2) The Primitive Church supplanted Jesus' preaching/teaching of the nearness of God with apocalypticism: Kaesemann

3) Jesus used some apocalyptic expressions in his preaching/teaching (others say many)

Qumran and Apocalyptic: 

1) Apocalypticism important to the Qumran sect.

2) Copied and esteemed several apocalypses: 1 Enoch, Jubilees, Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs

3) Wrote their own apocalypses: The War Scroll

Apocalypses: Books mentioned as wholly or partially apocalyptic

1) Jewish: Daniel, 1 Enoch, Assumption of Moses, 4 Ezra, Syriac Baruch, Greek Baruch, Sibylline Oracles III-V, T12P, Ascension of Isaiah, Life of Adam and Eve/Apocalypse of Moses, Jubilees, Psalms of Solomon, Apocalypse of Abraham, Testament of Abraham, Book of the Secrets of Enoch, Apocalypses of Elijah, Zephanaiah, Moses, Esdras, Sedrach, Adam, Testaments of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

2) Qumran: Zadokite Document, Manual of Discipline, Rule of the Congregation, War of the Sons of Light against the Sons of Darkness, Scroll of Benedictions, Testimonies Scroll, Hymns of Thanksgiving, Book of Mysteries, Midrash on the Last Days, Description of the New Jerusalem, Angelic Liturgy, Prayer of Nabonidus, Pseudo-Daniel Apocalypse, Genesis Apocryphon

3) Christian: Revelation, Shepherd of Hermas
