John the Baptist according to Josephus

Jewish Antiquities XVII1, v. 1-2 (109-119)
(L oeb Edition, volume | X)

The Background

(V.1) [109] In the meantime, a quarrel, whose origin | shall relate, arose
between Aretas, king of Petra, and Herod. The tetrarch Herod had taken the
daughter of Aretas as his wife and had now been married to her for along
time. When starting out for Rome, he lodged with his half-brother Herod,
who was born of a different mother, namely, the daughter of Simon the
High Priest. [110] Falling in love with Herodias, the wife of this half-
brother--she was a daughter of their brother Aristobulus and sister to
Agrippathe Great--he brazenly broached to her the subject of marriage.
She accepted and pledged herself to make the transfer to him as soon as
he returned from Rome. It was stipulated that he must oust the daughter of
Aretas. [111] The agreement made, he set sail for Rome. On his return
after transacting his business in Rome, his wife, who had got wind of his
compact with Herodias, before any information reached him that she had
discovered everything, asked him to send her away to Machaerus, which
was on the boundary between the territory of Aretas and that of Herod. She
gave no hint, however, of her real purpose. [112] Herod let her go, since
he had no notion that the poor woman saw what was afoot. Some time
earlier she herself had dispatched messengers to Machaerus, which was at
that time subject to her father, so that when she arrived all preparations for
her journey had been made by the governor. She was thus able to start for
Arabia as soon as she arrived, being passed from one governor to the next
as they provided transport. So she speedily reached her father and told him
what Herod planned to do. [113] Aretas made this the start of a quarrel.
There was also a dispute about boundaries in the district of Gabalis.
Troops were mustered on each side and they were now at war, but they
dispatched others as commanders instead of going themselves. [114] In
the ensuing battle, the whole army of Herod was destroyed when some
refugees, who had come from the tetrarchy of Philip and had joined
Herod’s army, played him false. [115] Herod sent an account of these
events to Tiberius. The latter was incensed to think that Aretas had begun
hostilities and wrote Vitellius to declare war and either bring Aretas to him
in chains, if he should be captured alive, or if he should be slain, to send
him his head. Such were the instructions of Tiberius to his governor in
Syria.



(V.2) [116] Tiol 8¢ TV’ loudailwv edokel oAwAevatl Tov Hpwdou oTpaTov
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UTO Tou Beol kol poho S1KAIE TIVVULEVOU
kaTa molvny leavvou Tol emikaAouuévou PamTioTou.
[117] Ktelvel yap 8n TouTov Hpwdne ayabov (aypiov) avdpa
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Kol Tols loudaiolc keAevovTa apeTNV € TOOKOUCIV Kal T TPoc aAAnAouc
Sikatoouvn Kol TPoc Tov Beov eUoePela XPWHEVOIC BATTTIONG) CUVIEVAL®

L4 \ \ \ \ ’ b \ b ~ ~
oUTw yop 6N Kol TNV PATTIOW o TOdekTNV auTw Pavelodat
UM ET TIVGV GUAPTOSWY TOPAITNOEl XPWHEVWY,
aAN ¢’ ayvela ToU CWHATOC,
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o Te On Kl TNG Puxne S1Kaloouvn mpoekkekaBapuevnc.
[118] Kol Tc3v o AAwv cuoTpedopsvav,
Kol yop npbnoov el TAE10TOV T GKPOXGEl TKV AOywv,
Seicac Hpwdncto em Tooovde mibavov auTol Tolc avlpwmolc
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TAVTA yop ekeoav oupBouln TN ekeivou mpafovTec,
TOAU KPEITTOV NYEITAL TPIV T VEWTEPOV EE aUTOU yeveaBal
mpoAaPwv avelelv ToU peTaBoAfc yevouevne
T E1C TPOYHOTO EUTTECWV UETOVOETV.
[119] Kot o pev umogia 1)  Hpwdou Seoptoc ic Tov Maxatpouvta meudbeic
TO TPOEIPTUEVOV GPOUPIOV TAUTY KTIVVUTAL.
Tolc 8¢ " loudaiolc Soa el Tigwplg TH Ekelvou Tov oAeBpov
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ETM Tw oOTpaTevpaTt yeveobat Tou fsou kakwoat Hpwdénv BsAovToc.



