
 
John the Baptist according to Josephus 

Jewish Antiquities XVIII, v. 1-2 (109-119) 
(Loeb Edition, volume IX) 

 
 

The Background 
 
 
(V.1)  [109]  In the meantime, a quarrel, whose origin I shall relate, arose 
between Aretas, king of Petra, and Herod. The tetrarch Herod had taken the 
daughter of Aretas as his wife and had now been married to her for a long 
time. When starting out for Rome, he lodged with his half-brother Herod, 
who was born of a different mother, namely, the daughter of Simon the 
High Priest.  [110] Falling in love with Herodias, the wife of this half-
brother--she was a daughter of their brother Aristobulus and sister to 
Agrippa the Great--he brazenly broached to her the subject of marriage. 
She accepted and pledged herself to make the transfer to him as soon as 
he returned from Rome. It was stipulated that he must oust the daughter of 
Aretas.  [111]  The agreement made, he set sail for Rome. On his return 
after transacting his business in Rome, his wife, who had got wind of his 
compact with Herodias, before any information reached him that she had 
discovered everything, asked him to send her away to Machaerus, which 
was on the boundary between the territory of Aretas and that of Herod. She 
gave no hint, however, of her real purpose.  [112]  Herod let her go, since 
he had no notion that the poor woman saw what was afoot. Some time 
earlier she herself had dispatched messengers to Machaerus, which was at 
that time subject to her father, so that when she arrived all preparations for 
her journey had been made by the governor. She was thus able to start for 
Arabia as soon as she arrived, being passed from one governor to the next 
as they provided transport. So she speedily reached her father and told him 
what Herod planned to do.  [113]  Aretas made this the start of a quarrel. 
There was also a dispute about boundaries in the district of Gabalis. 
Troops were mustered on each side and they were now at war, but they 
dispatched others as commanders instead of going themselves.  [114]  In 
the ensuing battle, the whole army of Herod was destroyed when some 
refugees, who had come from the tetrarchy of Philip and had joined 
Herod’s army, played him false.  [115]  Herod sent an account of these 
events to Tiberius. The latter was incensed to think that Aretas had begun 
hostilities and wrote Vitellius to declare war and either bring Aretas to him 
in chains, if he should be captured alive, or if he should be slain, to send 
him his head. Such were the instructions of Tiberius to his governor in 
Syria. 



 
 
(V.2) [116] Tisi\ de\ tw~n  )Ioudai/wn e)do/kei o)lwle/nai to\n  (Hrw/dou strato\nTisi\ de\ tw~n  )Ioudai/wn e)do/kei o)lwle/nai to\n  (Hrw/dou strato\n  
  
u(po\ tou~ qeou~ kai\ ma/la dikai/wv tinnume/nouu(po\ tou~ qeou~ kai\ ma/la dikai/wv tinnume/nou  
  
kata\ poinh\n  )Iwa/nnou tou= e)pikaloume/nou baptistou=.kata\ poinh\n  )Iwa/nnou tou= e)pikaloume/nou baptistou=.  
  
[117] Ktei/nei ga\r dh\ tou=ton  (Hrw/dhv a)gaqo\n Ktei/nei ga\r dh\ tou=ton  (Hrw/dhv a)gaqo\n (a)/griona)/grion) a) /ndra a) /ndra  

kai\ kai\ toi=j  )Ioudai/oiv keleu/onta a)reth\n e)paskou=sin kai\ ta\ pro\v a)llh/louvtoi=j  )Ioudai/oiv keleu/onta a)reth\n e)paskou=sin kai\ ta\ pro\v a)llh/louv  
  
dikaiosu/nh| kai\ pro\v to\n qeo\n eu)sebei/a| xrwme/noiv baptismw=| sunie/nai:dikaiosu/nh| kai\ pro\v to\n qeo\n eu)sebei/a| xrwme/noiv baptismw=| sunie/nai:  
  
ou( /tw ga\r dh\ kai\ th\n ba/ptisin a)podekth\n au)tw=? fanei=sqaiou( /tw ga\r dh\ kai\ th\n ba/ptisin a)podekth\n au)tw=? fanei=sqai  
  
mh\ e)pi/ tinwn a(marta/dwn mh\ e)pi/ tinwn a(marta/dwn paraith/sei xrwme/nwn, paraith/sei xrwme/nwn,   
  
a)ll' e)f' a)gnei/a? tou= sw/matov,a)ll' e)f' a)gnei/a? tou= sw/matov,  
  
a( /te dh\ kai\ th=v yuxh=v dikaiosu/nh| proekkekaqarme/nhv.a( /te dh\ kai\ th=v yuxh=v dikaiosu/nh| proekkekaqarme/nhv.  
  
[118] Kai\ tw=n a) /llwn sustrefome/nwn,Kai\ tw=n a) /llwn sustrefome/nwn,  
  
kai\ ga\r h) /rqhsan e)pi\ plei=ston th= ? a)kroa/sei tw=n lo/gwn,kai\ ga\r h) /rqhsan e)pi\ plei=ston th= ? a)kroa/sei tw=n lo/gwn,  
  
dei/sav  (Hrw/dhvto\ e)pi\dei/sav  (Hrw/dhvto\ e)pi\ toso/nde piqano\n au)tou= toi=v a)nqrw/poiv toso/nde piqano\n au)tou= toi=v a)nqrw/poiv  
  
mh\ e)pi\ sta/sei tini\ fe/roi,mh\ e)pi\ sta/sei tini\ fe/roi,  
  
pa/nta ga\r e)w/ |kesan sumboulh| = th= | e)kei/nou pra/contev,pa/nta ga\r e)w/ |kesan sumboulh| = th= | e)kei/nou pra/contev,  
  
polu\ krei=tton h(gei=tai pri/n ti new/teron e)c au)tou= gene/sqaipolu\ krei=tton h(gei=tai pri/n ti new/teron e)c au)tou= gene/sqai  
  
prolabw\n a)nelei=n tou= metabolh=v genome/nhvprolabw\n a)nelei=n tou= metabolh=v genome/nhv  
  
mh\ ei)v pra/gmata e)mpesw\n metanoei=n.mh\ ei)v pra/gmata e)mpesw\n metanoei=n.  
  
[119] Kai\ o( me\n u(poyi/a| th=|   (Hrw/dou de/smiov ei)v to\n Maxairou=nta pemfqei\v Kai\ o( me\n u(poyi/a| th=|   (Hrw/dou de/smiov ei)v to\n Maxairou=nta pemfqei\v   
  
to\ proeirhme/non frou/rion tau/th| kti/nnutai.to\ proeirhme/non frou/rion tau/th| kti/nnutai.  
  
toi=v de\   )Ioudai/oiv do/ca e)pi\ timwri/a| th| =  e)kei/nou to\n  o( /leqrtoi=v de\   )Ioudai/oiv do/ca e)pi\ timwri/a| th| =  e)kei/nou to\n  o( /leqronon  
  
e)pi\ tw=|  strateu/mati gene/sqai tou= qeou=  kakw=sai   (Hrw/dhn qe/lontov.e)pi\ tw=|  strateu/mati gene/sqai tou= qeou=  kakw=sai   (Hrw/dhn qe/lontov. 


