HON 120/BIO 485

Week 1
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	Welcome to Animals in Society.  As we discuss the syllabus, I want you to think about all the ways that animals are important to us and what it is you would like to learn about animals.
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	Images of animals surround us.  They are very much like john-wall graffiti—they are almost transparent.  They are so common that we take them for granted.
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	See what I mean?
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	Look closely at the logo on the jersey; what do you see?
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	The Metropolitan Museum of Art Store in NYC had a display on cats last August when I was there.
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	Walking through SOHO on New Years Day, I noticed this banner advertising a store.  What other animal images can you think of?  How about UNCW Seahawks?  What about my sweatshirt?
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	They say that pets and their owners look alike.
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	What do you think of when you consider our responsibilities for animals?
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	And finally the topic of how we use and exploit those who serve and trust us.
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	You probably didn’t give it a thought that this carriage in Central Park in New York City is being pulled by a living breathing, animal.  
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	Will discuss some of the controversial issues related to the economy of animals; namely the issue with open-air waste lagoons on hog farms.



	Slide 25
	
	Hopefully, there will be some humor in what we do.  Also, I want you to question things…
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	Just look around you.  The use of animals and animal images is everywhere.  Take, for instance, this eating establishment in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The Fox and Hound.  What images does the name inspire?  What kind of menu do you think they have?  There is now one of these here in Wilmington.  
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	Animal imagery is everywhere.  This sign in a restaurant in Norfolk, Virginia was meant to entertain patrons.  Do you think such a sign might have a more somber meaning in another location?  What thoughts are conjured up by this sign?
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	What do you think of when you see this picture?
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	Companionship—Pets  How many of you have had or have a pet?

Subsistence—Food  How many of you eat animal protein?  How many are vegetarian or vegan?

Entertainment—Zoos, Hunting, Rodeos & Circuses  How many of you have visited a zoo or hunt or have attended the circus or rodeo?

Health—Research, Pet-Facilitated Therapy  How many of you are alive today due to medical breakthroughs as a direct result of animal research?  How many of you have had an acquaintance hospitalized or in rehab that has been visited by a therapy dog?
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	This picture on a bench in Mallory Square in Key West, FL demonstrates the beauty of animals that surround us and how we use their images to brighten our lives.
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	You may not even be aware of the animal images that abound. 
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	“The Link”

In 1984, Pennsylvania SPCA officials arrested Dwayne Wright for attacking six dogs with lye in a highly publicized cruelty case.  The SPCA reported that “the grisly attacks apparently were committed just to see the dogs suffer.”  Before Mr. Wright could stand trial for these offenses in Pennsylvania, however, law enforcement officials in New Jersey requested his extradition to face murder charges in the death of a disabled man.
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	“The Link”

The link between animal abuse and human violence has been made more recently by Margaret Mead (1964) when she suggested that childhood cruelty to animals may be a precursor to anti-social violence as an adult.  Tapia (1971) found additional links between animal abuse, child abuse and anti-social behavior.  Walker (1983) has suggested in her study on domestic violence that the best predictor of future violence was a history of past violent behavior.  In her definition she included witnessing violent acts toward pets in the childhood home.Scientists and lawmakers are slowly beginning to acknowledge the humane movement’s long-held position that society’s treatment of animals is inseparable from its treatment of human beings.  

(Next Slide) This ”new” realization echoes the sentiment of eighteenth-century philosopher Immanuel Kant: “He who is cruel to animals becomes hard also in his dealings with men.  We can judge the heart of a man by his treatment of animals.”
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	In more and more communities nowadays, we are seeing signs such as this.  When we discuss zoonotic diseases, you will learn about the importance of these warnings.  But beyond the disease potential, owning a pet incorporates a significant responsibility.  Walking your dog may give you and your pet significant pleasure, be a social lubricant and may, indeed, be healthy.  But if the person walking behind you has to step in your dog’s shit, what effect does that have on them?  Are we not obligated to be responsible for our pets?
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	As we explore the relationship we have with animals this semester, an underlying theme will be our responsibility for them.  In 1994 ‘Tyke’ an African Elephant escaped from a traveling circus.  In his rampage through a small town, he caused significant damage and the potential loss of human life.  The end result was his being shot to death.  What is our responsibility here?  Did we in fact cause this to happen?  Could it have been prevented?  Were there other possible outcomes?
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	Mayan inscriptions, as long as 4000 years ago, include many animal figures.  This inscription in a temple at Chichen Itza, Mexico is one of many animal inscriptions found there.  
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	The Ancient Mayan held the Jaguar in high regards due to the animal/god’s hierarchical standing.  The Mayan language calls the jaguar a balam or tsakmul.  The cause of the jaguar’s high rank is it was dreaded by the indigenous people.  The animal is distinguishable by its long tail, prominent teeth and distinct markings.  Mayans used the jaguar as a symbol for kings in ceremonies, artwork and in sacred edifices.
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	Judging from the archaeological evidence, the first species to make this transition from a wild to a domestic state was the wolf (Canis lupus).  Domestic wolves, the ancestors of the dog, first made their appearance among the prehistoric settlements of the Near East somewhere between 14,000 and 12,000 years ago.  They were closely followed by domestic sheep and goats.  Somewhat later, around 9,000 years ago, domestic cattle and pigs were also being farmed in parts of Asia.  Horses, asses, camels, water buffalo and domestic fowl followed them and, around 3,000 to 4,000 years ago, the domestic cat emerged from wild obscurity in ancient Egypt.
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	During the Mayan Empire, many dangerous animals occupied the region of their civilization including the jaguar, the caiman (a fierce crocodile), the bull shark, and many species of poisonous snakes. These animals had to be avoided as the Maya scavenged the forest for foods including deer, turkey, peccaries, tapirs, rabbits, and large rodents such as the peca and the agouti. Many varieties of monkeys and quetzal also occupied the upper canopy. The Maya feared snakes and idolized them in many of their temples and buildings.
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	Domestication:  To adapt or make fit for domestic use or life; tame

Can you think of some differences between domesticated and non-domesticated animals?
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	We’ll talk more about domestication and its importance next week.
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	And lastly, a word of wisdom for this week…
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