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Notes
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	Last week we began the third and final module of Animals in Society—How We Use and Exploit Animals.
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	Is this what comes to mind when you think about religion? Many people put great emphasis on rites and rituals. Where do animals fit in the religious scheme of things?
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	The meaning of dominion is open to interpretation.  Some people have interpreted dominion to mean that, as humans, we have total power and control over the natural world and everything in it.  According to this viewpoint, humans may do whatever we want to the earth and to animals.  Others have interpreted the word dominion to mean that while we may have power to manipulate and even to dominate the earth, we are obligated to be its stewards, or caretakers, in much the same way that God is a caretaker of humans.  Most Jewish rabbis and Christian theologians believe that humans are given dominion with the obligation to be caretakers.
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	Most Buddhists and many Hindus are vegetarians.  The members of the oldest religion in India, the Jains, practice compassion toward all beings in a very strict fashion.  Not only are Jains vegetarians, many of them even brush the ground in front of their feet in order to avoid stepping on any insects or small creatures in their path.  Their philosophy of “Live and Let Live” guide their beliefs and actions.

Earth-Centered Traditions:


It is unusual for a Native American Indian to kill an animal for fun or sport.  Traditionally, when Native Americans have killed for food they have offered prayers and thanks to the animal spirits.


All over the world, from Africa to Australia to South America to Eurasia, many native peoples treat animals with deep respect.  The religious values of these aboriginal peoples often stress the divinity in all of nature.
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	Santeria


An African-based syncretistic religion similar to voodoo, originating in Cuba and Brazil, which combines the worship of traditional Yoruban deities with the worship of Roman Catholic saints.  Ritual sacrifices form an integral part of many Santerian religious rituals. The animal's blood is collected and offered to the Orisha (the head guardian). Chickens are the most common animal used. Their sacrifice is believed to please the Saints, and to bring good luck, purification and forgiveness of sins. 

African Religions


African religions do not demand adherence to any single doctrine.  Their focus is primarily practical:  Religious rituals serve as strategies for reinforcing life, fertility, and power.  The principal vision shared by African religions is that human beings must vigilantly maintain a harmonious relationship with the divine powers in order to prosper.  Blood sacrifice—the offering of a sacrificial animal—is the most important ritual, expressing the reciprocal bond between divinity and devotee.

Ancient Middle Eastern Religions


The religions of Syria-Palestine (now Syria, Israel, Lebanon and Jordan) had rituals involving the sacrifice to the gods of agricultural products, animals, or occasionally human beings.

Babylonian Religion


The moral and supernatural beliefs and ritual practices of the ancient Babylonians involved sacrifices, which were offered daily, consisting of animal and vegetable foods.
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	Some questions to consider…
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	What comes to mind when you think about animals serving humans?
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	Chernushka was launched into space for a one orbit mission aboard Sputnik 9 on March 9, 1961. Chernushka ("Blackie") was accompanied into space by a dummy cosmonaut, some mice and a guinea pig.
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	Enemy sea mines have been responsible for 14 of the 19 Navy ships destroyed or damaged since 1950. That is why the Navy created the mine hunting systems.  The  Marine Mammal System uses dolphins for detecting and/or marking the location of sea mines that are tethered off the ocean bottom. These deep-water mines are easy targets for the dolphin's highly effective echolocation. The MMS offers reliable and effective mine detection, classification, and marking capabilities in areas that are highly cluttered or where rough seabed, high marine growth, and other complex acoustic conditions hamper the performance of Navy hardware systems. Other dolphins are trained to detect and/or mark the location of mines sitting on the ocean bottom or buried in sediment 
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	On December 13, 1958 the U.S. Army launched a squirrel monkey named Gordo aboard JUPITER AM-13. This flight provided useful data for Army and Navy medical research on manned space flights. Gordo made the flight with no adverse effects, but could not be recovered because the floatation mechanism of the rocket's nose cone failed.

Chimpanzee Enos wearing a space suit and lying in his flight couch as a handler holds his hands while being prepared for insertion into the Mercury-Atlas 5 capsule. 

Sam, a rhesus monkey named after the Air Force School of Aviation Medicine, was launched into space on board the first Little Joe animal flight on December 4, 1959. The Little Joe program was a part of Project Mercury intended to test equipment that would be used in future manned flights and to investigate the effects of high accelerations. The couch and restraint apparatus for Sam were designed to provide protection from the high accelerations he would experience during the flight, while allowing his arms to move freely. Sam traveled 55 miles into space, reaching a maximum altitude of 280,000 feet on his journey. Sam's capsule was recovered two hours after launch by the USS Borie in the Atlantic Ocean off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. After the flight, Sam was taken to Langley Air Force Base, Virginia where he was reunited with Miss Sam. Sam's veterinarian was quoted as saying, "The reunion was almost human." 



	Slide 16
	
	

	Slide 17
	
	We wear leather belts, leather shoes. We use leather brief cases, we use leather purses. We have leather interior in our cars. We have leather furniture. Leather is nothing but the skin of killed animal. Do we need to make a fashion statement by using leather when other alternatives are available? 
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	Animals in entertainment show up everywhere
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	We use animals in many different ways
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