Notes Week 14 Ethics, Rights, and The End
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	Does the irony of this picture escape you?
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	Something which is right is that which is just, morally good, legal, proper, or fitting. 

However in the context we are considering, a right is something that is due to a person or governmental body by law, tradition, or nature.  Specifically in our context, a right is something, especially humane treatment, claimed to be due to animals by moral principle. 

Ethics refers to principles that define behavior as right, good and proper.  Such principles do not always dictate a single “moral” course of action, but provide a means of evaluating and deciding among competing options.

The terms ‘ethics’ and ‘values’ are not interchangeable.  Ethics is concerned with how a moral person should behave, whereas values are the inner judgments that determine how a person actually behaves.  Values concern ethics when they pertain to beliefs about what is right and wrong.  Most values, however, have nothing to do with ethics.  For instance, the desire for health and wealth are values, but not ethical values.
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	Speciesism has been equated to racism and sexism.  They are all forms of discrimination and are analogous in that all share the faulty notion that some morally irrelevant characteristic (race, sex, species) may be used to exclude beings with interests from the moral community or to undervalue interests in explicit violation of the principle of equal consideration.
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	The answer is simple.  You save the child.  But, as Francione states, this is an unfair hypothetical.  

After all, most of us would save our own child even if the other being in the burning house were someone else’s child.

Again, the answer is simple: your moral intuition would tell you that you ought to prefer the human over the animal. 

If, however, the dog is a member of your family, a being with whom you have a relationship, and the human is unknown to you, the pull of this moral intuition may be weaker.

And it may be weaker still, whether you know the dog or not, if the human in question is Adolph Hitler.
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	Utilitarianism is the principle, best known by the maxim, “Do whatever produces the greatest good for the greatest number.”  It demands kind of a cost-benefit analysis, determining who will be hurt and who helped and measuring the intensity of that help.
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	Often associated with the name of the German philosopher Immanuel Kant, this principle is best known by what Kant somewhat obtusely called “the categorical imperative.”  Kant put it this way: “Act only on that maxim through which you can at the same time will that it should become a universal law.”  Simply put, that means, “Follow only the principle that you want everyone else to follow.”
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	That brings me to the major crux of the "Heart of the Matter" video. Hopefully it will help you understand the difference between the popular conception of "animal rights" and "animal welfare." 
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	In 1997, McDonald’s was found ‘culpably responsible’ for cruelty to animals in a court of law.  Here are just three examples—among many—of McDonald’s indifference to animal suffering:

Chickens raised for McDonald’s are crammed into crowded, filthy warehouses with less space per bird than a standard sheet of paper.  This overcrowding causes disease, suffocation and heart attacks.

Some breeding pigs raised for McDonald’s live their entire lives in cement stalls, unable to turn around, lie in a comfortable position, or to nuzzle their babies.  These stalls are so cruel that they’re now illegal in much of Europe.

US federal standards for slaughter say that all animals should be fully stunned before their throats are slit, but McDonald’s considers it acceptable if slaughterhouses inadequately stun one out of 20 animals and refuses even to ask suppliers to hire extra stunners, an action that its own animal welfare experts say would markedly improve stunning efficacy. 
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	PETA president Ingrid Newkirk says she abhors violence.  “We’re trying to stop violence—cutting kittens’ heads open, cutting rats’ heads open.”  But she doesn’t deny that a PETA member recently lobbed a pie at Miss Rodeo America Andrea DeJongh to protest the treatment of animals during the shows.  Isn’t that a bit, well, violent?  “I don’t call it violence,”  Newkirk says.  “I call it vaudeville.  As long as no one gets more than a bit of tofu cream on their chin.”
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	This is a fundamental point that I wanted you to get when we were discussing agriculture last week.  Just as it is in the farmer’s best interest to treat his animals humanely, the same is true for the researcher.
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	If you are a utilitarian based thinker then you will answer yes.

If you are a rights based thinker then you will answer no.

As Dr. Goodwin said in his video, perhaps we should respect the alternative viewpoint and “agree to disagree.”



	Slide 22
	
	OK, this is the Continuum, the sculpture I have shown you bits and pieces of throughout the semester.  It sits in front of the School of Veterinary Medicine at Purdue.  Notice how it touches on all aspects of how animals touch our lives; from the boy running with the dog, to the veterinarian, to the livestock that feed us.  There are so many ways that animals impact our lives.
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	So, what have we learned?

We have learned why animals are important to us.  

We have learned how they impact our lives.  

And we have learned that we also impact their lives.
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	We have learned that images of animals surround us.  They are very much like john-wall graffiti—they are almost transparent.  They are so common that we take them for granted.
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	We have learned that if you just look around you.  The use of animals and animal images is everywhere.  
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	We have explored our relationship with animals, our responsibilities for them, and how we use and exploit them.
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	We have learned that animals turn up in the darnedest places.
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	We have learned that they can be your friend; even help you out when you are in a tight spot.
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	We have learned that we sleep with them; they keep us warm through the long winter’s night. 
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	We have learned that pets are good for us.  They get us out of the house and increase our activity.  They are social lubricants.  They can change the focus of an elderly person from an internal one to an external one, thereby giving them a reason to live.  And, as is the case with Mr. Wood and Daisy, they can be a source of motivation against seemingly insurmountable odds.



	Slide 31
	
	We have learned that by virtue of our relationship with animals, we have responsibilities for them.
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	We have discussed responsible pet ownership, pet overpopulation, and learned about the reproductive potential of one female cat.



	Slide 33
	
	We have discussed responsible pet ownership, and learned that we are indeed responsible for our pets’ actions.
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	We have learned that alligators bite people…
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	So do dogs, cats, and many other animals if provoked.
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	We have debated the concepts of animal welfare versus animal rights.  We have discussed the meaning of dominion.  The vast majority of the population perceives dominion to mean responsible stewardship.  We have an obligation to treat animals that we use, humanely.
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	We have learned that there are those who believe that we do not have the right to use animals for any purpose.
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	We also recognize that those who raise animals for our consumption are, by and large, responsible stewards of their care.  Farmers take their jobs very seriously.
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	We learned that we all live downstream…
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	And that where life is difficult it seems to acquire a higher value…
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	We have learned that we have a responsibility to preserve those species that are endangered…even if we don’t particularly like them.  
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	We have explored the concept that occasionally our use of animals crosses the line to exploitation.
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	We have probed the concept of whether or not animals have rights.
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	I would hope that we have learned all of the things I have just mentioned.  However, my goal was to go beyond that.  I wanted you to experience a little critical thinking.  If the class discussions, the journals, and the field trips did that, then I have accomplished my goal.
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	Never take for granted your responsibilities for animals.
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	Never lose sight of the beauty of animals that surround us and how we use their images to brighten our lives.
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	You can learn a lot about a person by their relationship with animals.
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	I submit that those who learn respect for animal life ultimately have a healthier respect for human life.  What do you think?
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	OK, here they are.  My final, and favorite, words of wisdom from Animals in Society.  The first is from the book, Life’s Little Instruction Book.  The second is a quote by Freddy Fishstick, a fictitious character created by Jimmy Buffet. 
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