Notes Week 12 Zoos 2006
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	Gracing the entrance to the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre, the famous words of Senegalese conservationist Baba Dioum inspire us to believe that teaching for understanding is the key to conservation. Indeed, they have become a mantra of sorts to educators everywhere.
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	AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums draw 134 million visitors each year — more attendance than the NFL, NBA and Major League Baseball combined.
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	The American Zoo and Aquarium Association envisions a world where all people respect, value and conserve animals and nature.

AZA zoos and aquariums are places where people connect with animals. They are therefore dedicated to excellence in animal care and welfare, conservation, education, and research that collectively inspire respect for animals and nature. Their professional association's mission is to provide its members and their visitors the best possible services through:

Establishing and maintaining excellent professional standards in all AZA Institutions through its accreditation program; 

Establishing and promoting high standards of animal care and welfare; 

Promoting and facilitating collaborative conservation and research programs; 

Advocating effective governmental policies for their members; 

Strengthening and promoting conservation education programs for their members, and; 

Raising awareness of the collective impact of its members and their programs. 
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	Collectively, zoos and aquariums have an enormous social, cultural, educational and economic impact on the American public.

In addition to education and entertainment, zoos serve many other purposes, including research, and conservation.
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	Exhibits can be organized several ways:  

By taxonomy

Or in biomes, which showcase the shared characteristics of a group of inhabitants 
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	One of the most important new concepts is to carefully reproduce the animals’ natural habitat as closely as possible

Even exhibits with bars are homes for animals

Today’s zoos and aquariums are eliminating older facilities and developing modern ones
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	Are we having fun yet?

Zoo visitors are. More than half the people surveyed indicated they come to zoos and aquariums seeking fun, family entertainment.  Families plan their leisure time by choosing between attractions like public parks, theme parks, sporting events, cultural attractions—and zoos and aquariums. And no great surprise here, but Mom is making the final decision!
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	According to the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, “Despite their professed concern for animals, zoos remain more "collections" of interesting "items" than actual havens or simulated habitats. Zoos teach people that it is acceptable to keep animals in captivity, bored, cramped, lonely, and far from their natural homes.”
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	Zoo and aquarium education started for practical reasons. Teachers wanted to use the zoo or aquarium as an community classroom and requested educational activities such as tours or classes. The general visitor arrived curious and wanted questions about particular animals answered by the people who took care of the animals and knew them best. From these simple beginnings, conservation education in zoos and aquariums has moved to presenting urgent issues of preserving the world’s biodiversity. 
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	More than nine million students visit and enjoy on-site education programs at zoos and aquariums each year -- over three and a half million of them receive them free of charge. 
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	AZA's Conservation and Science department coordinates, facilitates and promotes the work of AZA members in managing their captive populations and conducting and overseeing zoo and aquarium-based and field-based conservation, research and education projects. 
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	One important aspect of zoo research is developing breeding programs for endangered species.

Zoos and aquariums have pioneered breeding programs for many endangered species:

Asiatic Wild Horse

Pere David’s Deer

Hawaiian Goose

Would all be extinct today if there were no captive breeding programs
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	If you are associated with a zoo or aquarium, chances are, you’d mention your own zoo or aquarium as a matter of pride. Put the same question to the general public, however, and many different responses crop up. In fact, zoos and aquariums garner only a 1 percent mention—trailing organizations such as the Sierra Club, the World Wildlife Fund, the Humane Society. . . even PETA and Greenpeace.
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	The number of endangered and threatened species continues to grow.  The International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources—The World Conservation Union now lists 43% of all crocodilian, 45% of all primate, 25% of all carnivore, and 38% of all turtle species as threatened with extinction. 
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	Why is conservation becoming increasingly important:

Up until 1800 one mammalian species vanished every 55 years

From1800 through 1900, one mammalian species vanished each 18 months

From 1900 until today, one mammalian species vanished each 12 months
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	According to PeTA, there are hundreds of substandard wildlife attractions throughout the U.S., ranging from backyard menageries to so-called "sanctuaries" to drive-through parks. Masquerading as conservation, education, or rescue facilities, roadside and traveling zoos are among the worst abusers of captive wildlife and fuel the multibillion dollar a year trade in exotic, rare, and endangered species. With zoological institutions accredited by the American Zoo and Aquarium Association (AZA) carelessly unloading surplus animals and with little regulation from authorities, the private zoo business has exploded over the last 30 years.
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	According to PeTA, a worldwide study of zoos conducted by the Born Free Foundation revealed that zoochosis is rampant in confined animals around the globe. Another study found that elephants spend 22 percent of their time engaging in abnormal behaviors, such as repeated head bobbing or biting cage bars, and bears spend about 30 percent of their time pacing, a sign of distress. This weekend, see if you can spot any evidence of zoochosis.
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	Speaking of this weekend…
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