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Welcome

Good Afternoon!  Let me welcome you to BIO 485 Animals and Human Society.  My name is Bob Weedon and I am a practicing veterinarian here in Wilmington, as well as Adjunct Faculty in Honors and Biology at UNCW.  This is my eighth year teaching this class as an Honors Enrichment Seminar, and my third in the Biology Department.  Hopefully, there are some things that we will do this year (after seven years of discovering what does, and does not, work) that will make this semester even better.  Enclosed, you will find a copy of the tentative syllabus for this semester.  I use the term tentative because the topics scheduled to be discussed are not set in stone.  I would like your help in finalizing the syllabus.  We will let the class go in the directions of your interests.  There are some basic topics that I feel need to be covered, however if there are one or more topics you all have more interest in, we will endeavor to go in that direction.

This year, I am organizing the class similarly to how I did last year.  There will be three main modules that will facilitate our examination of how animals impact our lives:

· Our Relationship with Animals (weeks 1-5)

· Our Responsibility for Animals (weeks 6-9)

· How We Use and Exploit Animals (weeks 10-14)

We’re going to begin this semester discussing the topics of the first module, Our Relationship with Animals.  I have copied the readings from each module for you, and ask you to read the articles on Domestication prior to the next class.  The remaining readings are located in the appropriate files on the CD.  Next week, we will discuss the aforementioned articles as we begin our journey examining our relationship with animals.  Look at the questions at the end of the article Animals in Society: Differing Views, and be prepared to discuss them next week.

Bibliography

There are several resources we will be using.  I would encourage you to consider purchasing any or all of them if your situation permits.  As previously mentioned, I am going to provide the readings for you, in advance; I have scanned into Acrobat® selected readings from these and other sources, and have copied them to a CD for you.  The main five are:

Animals and Modern Cultures:  A Sociology of Human-Animal Relations in Modernity (1999) Adrian Franklin. London: SAGE Publications Ltd.

Between Pets and People:  The Importance of Animal Companionship (1996) Alan Beck and Aaron Katcher.  West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press.
In The Company of Animals: A Study of Human-Animal Relationships (1986) James Serpell. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Animals & Human Society: Changing Perspectives (1994) Eds. Aubrey Manning and James Serpell. London: Routledge.

Animals in Society: Facts and Perspectives on our Treatment of Animals (1991) Zoe Weil. Jenkintown, PA: ANIMALEARN.

Staying In Touch

Since I don’t have an office on campus, we will have to work out a system to stay in touch.  Here are a couple of ways to get in touch with me outside of class should you need to discuss any aspect of this course or should you have a question (the preferred method being my personal e-mail, but do not hesitate to call me):

E-mail:  
rweedon@bellsouth.net
weedonr@uncw.edu 
Phone:  
Home:

793-0901




Mobile:

297-2771



Office:

395-6555
Address:

Office:




Home:

College Road Animal Hospital

901 Tarpon Drive

4140 South College Road

Wilmington, NC  28409




Wilmington, NC  28412


Here are some of the course policies (this is the section that you will come to know as “The World According To Bob.”)

Attendance:

While I would hope that you would be motivated to come to every class for the sheer interest in learning, I understand that that is not always the case.  I would like to point out that you only get as much out of something as you are willing to put into it.  In the past, I have not taken attendance.  This year I am going to do so.  There are 14 weeks in a semester.  You will receive two (2) points for every week that you are in class participating.  If you come to all 14 sessions, you will receive two (2) bonus points for a maximum of thirty (30).  Bonus points will be awarded for meaningful contributions to the class discussion. 
Grades:

The main tool I have to evaluate your learning is through communication.  For that reason, thirty percent (30%) of your grade will be based on in class discussions (see the note regarding attendance, above—i.e. you cannot contribute if you are not here!).  Thirty percent (30%) of your grade will be based on personal journal entries, described below.  It’s important to me that you keep in touch with your inner self.  There will be some powerful emotions elicited by this class (both positive and negative) and thinking, and writing, about them will allow you to discover how those emotions affect you, and how you learn from them.  Accordingly, I ask that you keep a weekly journal of how this class (particularly your perception of your relationship with animals) affects you.  In order for this to be effective, you must keep your journal in a contemporaneous fashion; do not wait until the end of the module to throw some thoughts on paper.  Please make your journal entries as the semester goes along.  The balance (40%) of your grade will be based on your end of semester paper.  Enclosed you will find a guidelines for papers that should help you with this project.  I want to encourage you not to wait until the last week to write your paper.  Pick a topic that interests you early in the semester and work on it as we explore the different areas that animals impact our lives.  The goal of the paper is not to make you do more work; it is for you to learn something.  Recognize that the most important goal of this class is for you to learn.  Accordingly, the only way to encourage and gauge that is by a grading system(.

Honor Code:

UNCW has an Academic Honor Code that I expect you to adhere to, particularly section I, paragraph C, number 5, which defines cheating as: “The unauthorized assistance or collaboration on any test, assignment, or project.”

I look forward to one-on-one interaction with each and every one of you this semester.  This will be a learning experience for ALL of us.  I expect to learn as much as you do (at least that has been the case over the preceding seven semesters.  It will be fun.  Remember, you only get as much out of something as you are willing to put into it.  Each week I will try to include a favorite quote or pearl of wisdom on life.  The first several are attributed to Will Rogers, in a document called Cowboy Logic:

“Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.”

“The quickest way to double your money is to fold it over and put it back in your pocket.”

“If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is to stop diggin’.”


If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  We’re going to have a great semester!

Sincerely,
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G. Robert Weedon, DVM, MPH
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Guidelines for Papers

Date Due:
5:00 PM Monday May 1st  



Submitted in Microsoft Word format via e-mail to rweedon@bellsouth.net  

Format:
5-7 Pages



Must be typed and double-spaced



You may use any standard form of referencing

Topics:
Anything to do with animals in society



Some suggestions:



· Discuss a topic relative to animals in society not discussed in class such as companion animal or livestock breeding

· Discuss the pet overpopulation problem and some suggestions as to relieve it

· Research careers that involve animals in society and discuss some of their advantages and disadvantages

· Attend a training session at DogTrain and discuss it as well as the advantages and disadvantages of training a pet

· Research Pet Facilitated Therapy and discuss its implications (both positive and negative) in the health care industry

· Research the human consumption of what we think of as companion animals in other societies and discuss it

· Research the economic and environmental impact of hog farms in southeastern North Carolina and discuss it

Research:
The paper should show knowledge of your subject which is either broad or detailed (preferably both) and should also show some personal thought.  Do enough research to demonstrate an understanding beyond what was discussed in class regarding your subject.  Use your own interests and creativity to focus on the topic.  Are you asking yourself the appropriate questions that lead to the next step in your research?  In your discussion, are you able to explain your ideas and argue your positions from a grasp of the critical issues in your topic?

Word of Wisdom:
Remember that I will not consider a position that is contrary to my own as criteria for grading.  As long as you argue your point in a logical and creative way, then you can write that the sky is green!  I encourage you to challenge conventional wisdom and my position on issues.  That is the only way you will get ahead in life.  Remember, however, to do such challenging with respect and within the confines of conventional ethical (and legal) guidelines.  Breaking the rules is different than breaking the law!  
Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding this exercise.  I will be happy to help you with such things as topic selection, focus (either broadening or narrowing your topic) and resources.  I am always available.  Please do not procrastinate and wait until the deadline—make this a worthwhile learning experience.  Remember, the best way to escape a problem is to solve it.  Good Luck!
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