HON 120/BIO 485 Animals in Society

Animal Control Field Trip


Animal Control Functions
Over the years, animal control organizations have typically been seen as either a public health service or law enforcement agency. Times have changed. Although there are strong public health and law enforcement aspects involved in animal control operations, most progressive agencies have adopted a new approach that better addresses the public's mandates and meet the community's expectations of animal welfare and control.  Most progressive animal control agencies, recognizing the benefits of prevention, are becoming full service animal organizations that offer the community many valuable programs and services such as:

· Shelter for lost and stray animals
· Field services throughout the area
· Adoption programs to place dogs and cats in loving homes
· Education programs
· Human-animal bond programs
However, the overarching mission of animal control is still rooted in the health and safety of the community and includes:
Rabies Prevention

Rabies vaccinations are normally a prerequisite for licensing dogs and cats, because they are an important control measure for a major public health concern. In addition to protecting pets, rabies vaccinations provide a barrier between infected wild animals and humans. Vaccination has reduced confirmed cases of rabies in dogs from 6,949 in 1947 to 126 in 1997.
Preventing Dog Bites

Unfortunately, a few dogs do not live up to their image as mankind’s best friend, and an estimated 4.5 million people are bitten each year, although the actual number injured is unknown.  Approximately 334,000 people are admitted to US emergency departments annually with dog bite-associated injuries, and another 466,000 are seen in other medical settings.

From 1979 through 1994, attacks by dogs resulted in 279 deaths of humans in the

United States.  Such attacks have prompted widespread review of existing local and state dangerous-dog laws, including proposals for adoption of breed-specific restrictions to prevent such episodes.

Three categories of strategies can be considered for preventing dog bites:

1. Owner and public education. Dog owners, through proper selection, socialization, training, care, and treatment of a dog, can reduce the likelihood of owning a dog that will eventually bite. Male and non-spayed/non-neutered dogs are more likely to bite than are female and spayed/neutered dogs. Educational and prevention efforts should be directed at parents and children. Veterinarians and pediatricians should address strategies for bite prevention, including the need for appropriate supervision of children. Other strategies include dissemination of information on preventing bites, school-based educational programs on bite prevention and canine behavior, and educational programs regarding responsible dog selection, ownership, and training.

2. Animal control at the community level. Animal-control programs should be supported, and laws for regulating dangerous or vicious dogs should be promulgated and enforced vigorously. For example, in one report, 30% of dog bite-related fatalities resulted from groups of owned dogs that were free roaming off the owner’s property. Some of these deaths might have been prevented through more stringent animal-control laws and enforcement. Although some breeds were disproportionately represented in the fatal attacks described in that report, the representation of breeds changes over time. As a result, targeting a specific breed may be unproductive; a more effective approach may be to target chronically irresponsible dog owners.

3. Bite reporting. Evaluation of prevention efforts requires improved surveillance for dog bites. Dog bites should be reported as required by local or state ordinances, and reports of such incidents should include information about the circumstances of the bite; ownership, breed, sex, age, spay/neuter status, and history of prior aggression of the animal; and the nature of restraint before the bite incident.

Pet Overpopulation

According to the Humane Society of the United States, each year between six and eight million animals enter shelters in the United States.  This occurs for many reasons, but the overwhelming cause is irresponsible pet owners.  One simple solution to this problem is to have pet animals spayed or neutered so that they do not reproduce.  What is the reproductive potential of one female dog or cat during her lifetime?

Animal control services function to help prevent unwanted free-roaming animals in our community.  Such animals contribute to the spread of disease, including rabies, and are potentially involved in dog bites.  

Pet Adoption

Animals taken in by the shelter that are suitable for adoption are spayed or neutered and placed in loving homes.  The adoption function of the shelter serves three goals.  First, by providing suitably adoptable animals, they reduce the number of animals that have to be euthanatized in the shelter.  Second, they serve as a resource for the community for finding a pet that can become a life-long member of the family.  Third, by only adopting out spayed or neutered animals, the pets adopted from the shelter do not contribute to the problem of pet over-population by reproducing. 
� Answer this question and receive two extra credit points.  In order to qualify, you must show your work.  Partial credit will be received for logical calculations even if the final answer is not correct.  Assumptions: 1) Female animals have two litters per year, 2) Female animals are sexually mature at 6 months of age, 3) The average litter size is four animals, and 4) Fifty percent of each litter is female.
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