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TEXT

James S. Jacobs and Michael O. Tunnell (1996).  Children's Literature, Briefly 3rd Ed.  Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey:  Merrill/Prentice Hall.


Levine.  Ella Enchanted

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (Taylor), Out of the Dust (Hesse), Dragon’s Milk (Fletcher), 
Hang Tough, Paul Mather (Slote), Olive’s Ocean (Henkes), Pictures of Hollis Woods (Reilly-Giff).
PURPOSE

This course is designed to create teachers who love children's literature, who read children's literature, who know children's literature and its authors, and who can effectively use children's literature to support all learning.  It covers the selection and evaluation of literature for elementary school children, including books and other media.  It all includes exploration of multi-cultural themes and traditions through literature, and strategies for integrating literature, music, and movement into the elementary curriculum.  

This course is designed to help students continue in their journey to become highly competent professionals to serve in leadership positions and positively impact learning.  Highly competent educators:

Use data to make informed, significant decisions

Are reflective in their practice

Are committed to ethical and professional standards

Are knowledgeable in academic content and pedagogy

Are technologically competent

Are able to meet the needs of diverse learners

Know and use appropriate communication strategies. 

INVITATIONS TO LEARNING

As a result of this class, each student should:

1.  Get hooked on children's books and become familiar with the world of children's literature.  Become a reader of children's literature.

2.  Understand the issues surrounding censorship and its implications.

3.  Understand and be able to utilize the power for learning achieved through children's literature.

4.  Understand the different kinds of children's literature.  These include poetry, picture books, predictable books, traditional, modern fantasy, realistic fiction, historical fiction, non-fiction, and multi-cultural/international.

5.  Have a working knowledge of authors of children's literature.

6.  Demonstrate a variety of strategies useful in meaningfully engaging children with good literature.

7.  Be able to effectively introduce books to children.

8.  Understand how to incorporate other forms of representation (music, drama, art, etc.) with literature. 

9.  Demonstrate the ability to use children's literature to support learning across the curriculum.

LEARNING ENGAGEMENTS
1.  Read 75 children's books including five books in each of the following strands:


Author Strand


Newbery Medal Strand


Caldecott Medal Strand

Informational Strand


Topic Strand



Multicultural/International
     Submit a list of these books at the end of the semester via a spread sheet or data base.

2.  Participate in literature response groups and class discussions.  We will do a literature response group with Ella Enchanted to begin the semester.  The second response groups will be formed around the optional book you choose to read.  Each group will set its own schedule for reading and conduct its own response group activities.  At the end of the semester your group will introduce this book to the class in a way that would be a good demonstration to your students as they introduce books in your class.  As part of your presentation, please share a way that you could use the book in teaching an aspect of the curriculum.  
3.  Introduce an author to the class.  Help us come to know that author and be excited about reading some of her/his books.  Introduce a book by that author in a way that we will be motivated to read it.  
4.  Book shares.  We will participate in book shares four times during the semester. Three of those times will be based on the strategy, “Just a Minute,” in which you will each have one minute to introduce a book to the class.  The fourth book share will allow us each to share a Newbery award book.  We will have 5 minutes in which to introduce this book.  Be creative and go beyond the typical “read the book jacket” kind of introduction.  Pick one of the 5 Newbery winners that you have read for this introduction.  This must be a book that has not been shared in class before.  We will send around a sign up list for this.  Let’s make the Newbery share be chapter books only.
5.  Genre presentation.  This is a group project that you will have some time in class to organize and prepare for.  You will be responsible to read the chapter of our text that deals with the genre you are teaching us about.  Bring some sample books with us and give us a flavor of the genre.  You will have about 30 minutes for this presentation.  Groups will be composed of 5-6 students.
6.  Read and be prepared to discuss the text.  

7.  Share connections through letters according to the schedule listed below.  At least one of the letters must include a list of your favorite books created from the data base included with our text.  The list should include title, author, and a short note about the book that you have entered into the data base.

8.  Begin to collect information about good children’s literature using a data base.  You may use the data base included with our text or create your own.  Enter information that will be useful to you.  You might consider title, author, subject and notes you wish to make concerning the book.  I like to record page numbers of passages to ponder and exciting parts to use as I introduce the story to students. You should enter the books that you have read this semester.  Print out a list of those to satisfy invitation number 1.  
9.  Pass the mid-term examination and the final examination.

Each class period will be designed so that time can be spent with oral reading, book introductions, literature response groups, book talks, and work time in which students can reflect, read, work, and conference with others.

Actual agendas for each class will be jointly set by students and instructor.

Grading

Grades will be determined through a learning conference with the instructor.  Two absences will lower the final grade.  In order to pass the course, all assignments must be completed at the acceptable standard.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE  Spring 2007
	Jan 10  Course Introduction

	Jan 17    What Is a Good Book
                                          Ella 1-4; Jacobs 1-4

Passages to Ponder   Written Conversation

	Jan 24  Traditional Fantasy;  Author Intro
                                            Ella 5-8; Jacobs 5-7

Sketch to Stretch              Just a Minute   Grp A
	Jan 31     Modern Fantasy,   Author Intro    

                                           Ella 9-12; Jacobs 8
   Save the Last Word for Me                Grp B       

	Feb 7    Realistic Fiction, Author Intro    

                                          Ella 13-16; Jacobs 9

  Cloning an Author                                    Grp C
	Feb 14     Historical Fiction,   Author Intro
                                         Ella 17-20; Jacobs 10
      Characterization                                Grp A

	Feb 21     Biography,  Author Intro
                                         Ella  21-24; Jacobs 11

 Sketch to Stretch          Just a Minute      Grp B
	Feb 28      Informational Books,  Author Intro   
                                       Ella 25-29;  Jacobs 12 

Oprah Winfrey Show                               Grp C

	Mar 7  Spring Break            No Class
      Enjoy      What a great time to curl up with a great book!!!!
	Mar 14      Picture Books,    Author Intro
                                                     Jacobs 13
Three hats; Say Something;                    Grp A

	Mar 21      Poetry        Author Intro

Just a Minute                                    Jacobs 14
Set the agenda              Just a Minute     Grp B  
	Mar 28     Multicultural and International Books,  Author Intro                                  Jacobs 15
Connections         Newbery Share        Grp C

	Apr 4     Controversial Books ,  Author Intro
Learning to Read w/ Children’s Lit  Jacobs 16-17
Think Aloud/Questions  Newbery Share   Grp A
	Apr 11  Reading Marathon     We will not meet in class—Read, read, read!!!  

	Apr 18   Teachers as Readers; Motivation, Classroom Libraries,  Author Intro  Jacobs 18-20
 Literate Conversations                        Grp B & C
	Apr 25     Evaluating Reading, Integration,  Author Intro                                   Jacobs 21-22
                  Literature Response Presentation

	May 2      Final Exam
   Annotated Bibliography for thematic unit

	


5:00-5:15
Read Aloud

5:15-5:30 
Literature Response
5:30-6:30
Author Introductions

6:30-6:45
Discussion of Text
6:45-7:45 
Strategy demonstration/exploration/presentations
