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Students Abroad!

Student: Lauren Locke

Location: University of Stellenbosch, Stellenbosch,
South Africa

Duration: Spring Semester ‘09

Photo above: A view of Stellenbosch from the localmiddle-school
in the Kayamundi Township where | volunteered weekly.

What did you do abroad that you couldn’t do at UNCW? During my time in South Africa | had more traveling
opportunities than | ever anticipated. | was able to go on a safari over spring break and | was also able to travel

after classes ended. During this time | went on a month camping trip with friends ending in Victoria Falls,

Zimbabwe. However, there are endless things that are different about being abroad. The food, the language,

the courses, the people..everything is new and wo

How else was study abroad different from study at UNCW? | was able to take all kinds of courses that | never
would have been able to take at UNCW. In fact, this heavily influenced my decision to pick up my
International Affairs minor. Besides the political science courses | took, | also took Intro to Afrikaans (which is
the language spoken in Stellenbosch). | also took a course on wine tasting. This class took us around to the
surrounding vineyards and we learned how the industry works in South Africa, how wine is made and how to
pair foods with wine. Biae Interessant! J

How did you choose your program/country? What was the attraction? | wanted to go somewhere different.
Also, | was not fluent in a language other than English. | had heard that Cape Town was one of the most

beautiful cities in the world and Stellenbosch was a close twenty minute drive. | had never been to the African
continent before and after some further research | was sold. | wholeheartedly believe that | coul dn’t
made a better decision.

What did you do on study abroad that you couldn't do at UNCW (travel, growth, learn other perspectives)? |
was able to travel to places that | never in my life dreamed | would be able to go. | also learned a lot about the
specifics of the Apartheid Era and what the aftereffects are for -

South Africa. During the semester | was there, an important F'P_

election took place. This really helped me to develop a love and
appreciation for political science and | was able to see the
immediate and direct effects of how past political decisions had
shaped the culture and way of life.

Photo: | was able to travel after the semester ended. This is part of my group in
Namibia after watching the sunrise on Dune 45.




Photo: This is a view of the Stellenbosch rugby stadium. The Stellenbosch ‘Maties’
are known throughout South Africa as one of the premier rugby leagues.

How do you feel study abroad changed you? | think | learned
more about myself during this semester abroad than | did

during all of college combined. | made lasting connections all
over the world. Now, | literally have friends to stay with on
every continent after this experience. | now understand that
real ly t he woWejudhaie® he'willingtoh a t
take the risk and explore it!

el Bk s ] What did you love? | loved the people, the food, the culture,
the history, the cgaimgpafskanard 5 @ Kén@eeThis wad lilke swling dynpmgto
techno music, crazy stuff!

Photo right: Mother and Child from the Himba Tribe in Northern Namibia.

What did you hate? Not much, but internet use was extremely expensive.
Also, there was not much public transportation similar to the U.S. but very
different from Europe.

Photo left: Baby Rhino, Kruger National
Park, South Africa

Anything else you want to tell
fellow students? | believe that
study abroad is the greatest
decision you can make during your college experience. Also [
would recommend not only going for a summer or spring break
session. These are amazing opportunities as well, but if at all
possible | would recommend going for a semester or more. | know it
feels like you will miss out on a lot of things back here at UNCW, but

b

in comparison with the perspectives you will gali

semester abroad really helps one obtain an understanding of the culture and the people. Also, if you are
thinking about studying abroad don’t hesitate
many others like me who would love to help you and show you what opportunities are out there. (Check out
http://www.uncw.edu/intprogs/StudyAbroadAmbassadors.html#Africa for more student resources.)
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