Student Questions: Probing the “Good High School”
Student Achievement:

Are there differences by gender in Test scores?


Access to AP Classes, numbers who take AP classes and number of tests each student takes

Student/Teacher ratio

School Location eg Amount of crime, influence of having a college in the town 
Measures of achievement: Standardized tests…..
Extracurricular activities

· range (variety)

· number of students involved

Student Dropout Rate, attrition rate
Success of minority students and number of minority faculty

Feeder schools → quality of elementary and middle schools 
School size
Teachers: 


Turnover


Quality teachers – National Board Certified, Experience, % of tenured

Work culture and teacher satisfaction

Goals for the school – School Improvement – eg. improving technology, extracurricular, A.P. tutoring, etc.?

What is the principal’s philosophy?

What is the purpose of any high school? Preparation for college?

Curriculum: How broad, how narrow, separated by disciplines or interdisciplinary?

Is there a role for an alternative high school? How do we evaluate such schools?
Discipline record/ amount/type of violence


↓

       security – emergency procedures

Quality of facilities: eg. technology available, fine arts classroom etc. 
Faculty/staff pay

Parents: Income level, educational level, parental involvement
