Summary of Issues Related to Special Needs
Success: More special education students are graduating from high school and fewer are dropping out than ever before.

Size and Growth: Almost 13% of schoolchildren are now enrolled in special education.  Rapid increase in numbers

Funding: Federal govt. promised to pay up to 40% of national average per pupil spending to pay for the costs of providing special services. Currently federal funding to states is about 16%

Assignment Issues: 

· 65% of parents of special needs students said some children who have behavior problems, rather than disabilities, get misdirected into SE. 

· Similarly 70% agreed that too many children with special needs loose out because their parents don’t know what’s available. 

· Over-representation of Minority Students – African American students are 15% of the student population but are 20% of those with disabilities. 

Beyond Access to quality of services

Testing: Special Ed. students are being expected to participate in the general curriculum. Should they be held accountable on standardized tests to the same standards as other non-Spec. Ed. Students?
