· Character Education

· School as the Children’s Workplace

· School from the Student perspective

· Teaching and Student Motivation

· Parents and School Reform

One purpose for our schools--education of the intellect--is obvious. The other--an education in character--is inescapable."

I am not sure exactly how I feel about it, was on morality and character education. I do think we agree that school will change students and learning and that true citizenship should be learned. I am just unsure of how we go about establishing what that commonly accepted level of morality is. And how we go about teaching it. I think we give it a lot of lip service, but I do not see schools systematically teaching citizenship and character qualities. And I am not sure how we best go about that. I am also not sure how we address the role of the family and life out of school in this process 
Sizer states that school is conceived of as the children's workplace, and it takes young people off parents' hands and out of the labor market during prime time work hours. I still see this conception of schools today. Too many students feel that school is a job that they have no say in. That is why many students have such a sour image of school. People do not like jobs. Unfortanly some parents view schools as free baby sitting also. Teachers have to work together to create an environment that makes students want to be their and want to learn. We have to make it less worklike and more challenging to learning.

Student Experience

They like teachers are impacted by the lack of time and pressures that just one school day can offer. It was helpful for me to not focus on solely how the day impacts me, but also to think about my students who lack the expereince with school that I already have. For a few moments I remembered what it was like to be a student in high school. Not only do they go to school as their job every day, many also leave school to go to after school jobs. Both teachers and students have to make compromises

One thing I noticed in the retelling of the student's schedule was how boring it did seem. I am sure for some student that is their typical day, but I also feel certain that some students aren't going zombie like from class to class just "hearing" what a teacher is "telling".

Teaching and Student Motivation
That is the craft of successful teaching. "good" students already have a foundation for why they need to learn...to go to college. Students who have little direction from home support need help understanding why we study literature, for example.

Parents, Change and comfort with high school
Right now, parents are dealing with a multitude of changes, issues, problems, and I agree with Sizer, they are comfortable with their kids having the same high school experience that they had. Are adults really any different than our high school students as far as work ethic? Most kids in school want the easy way and I cannot say adults are different. It would take a tremendous amount of time and energy from our community to bring about positive change. Are we willing to put down our cell phones, turn off our tvs, and not go to the video store in order to spend time making a difference?
