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Students accuse principal of SAT bias

FAYETTEVILLE - Three former students of North Moore High School said their principal discouraged them from taking the SAT during the past two school years. They said only honors students were encouraged to take the test.

Jason Brower, a senior in 2001, said principal Keith Kremer reimbursed him for the $24 registration fee with a school check after talking him out of taking the college entrance exam.

Mr. Brower is now enrolled at Sandhills Community College and said he realized the meeting with Mr. Kremer wasn’t as friendly as he had originally thought.

A letter Mr. Kremer sent to the 2002 senior class promised the students $5,000 for their senior trip if they could bring their average score up to 1008.

"As a class, you cannot afford additional students taking the test who score below 1000," the letter said.

Mr. Kremer, who is now a high school principal in Guilford County, says he wanted to ensure that students who took the SAT were prepared.

Moore County schools use the test to rank themselves in the state and to justify funding from county commissioners, even though testing experts say the SAT is not a useful measure of school quality.

Students said Mr. Kremer was unfair to marginal students who thought about taking the test.
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