Retention Process Ignores Research

Making students repeat a grade has not worked for 100 years, so why is it still happening? This is the question that the American School Board Journal attempts to answer in a recent article

Linda Darling-Hammond, executive director of Columbia University’s National Center for Restructuring Education, Schools, and Teaching, states that many schools
“operate on the assumption that failing students motivates them to try harder, gives them another chance to get it right, and raises their self-esteem. She maintains that these claims are far from the truth and that schools are ignoring several decades of research

showing that, for most children, retention does not improve low achievement in reading and math; does not improve student behavior; and does not provide better social adjustment. 

Though Ms. Darling-Hammond conceded that retention may benefit some students, it is in the short term. National Research Council statistics show that students who are retained once are 40 to 50 percent more likely to drop out and the risk of dropping out

doubles to 90 percent for students that are held back twice. Additionally, 25 percent of 6-to 8-year olds and 30 percent of 9 to 11 year olds have been retained at least once. By ages 15 to 17, retention rates for black and Hispanic students are 40 to 50 percent,

compared with 35 percent for white students.

