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69 percent to 62 percent. A sim-
ilar trend occurred statewide.

Results would likely have
sagged further, but the state
board of education discarded
sixth-grade reading scores after a
second year of “unusually low”
growth attributed to an outdated
formula. A new formula will be
used next year.

In New Hanover and the
immediately surrounding coun-
ties, educators were still pleased
with the results. About 71 per-
cent of New Hanover schools
met their goals. In Brunswick

and Pender, more than 80 per-.

cent did.

The annual ABC tests
measure reading and math profi-
ciency in third through eighth
grades. High school students are
tested in the following eight sub-

jects: Algebra 1, Algebra I, bicl-
ogy, chemistry, English I, geom-
etry, physical science and phys-
1Cs.

What the scores mean
depends on who is talking.

Supporters call them a vital
indicator of student advancement
and teacher performance that
keeps educators accountable.

Critics say they exaggerate
the importance of a single test,
encouraging teachers to teach to
the test at the cost of real learn-
ing.

The tests can be confusing to
interpret with the complex
growth formulas remaining a
mystery to many. Each school
has a specific goal based upon
that formula. A school can meet
its growth goal even if the
number of students reaching pro-
ficiency declines or vice versa.

At Bradley Creek Elementary,
for example, the level of-profi-
cient students dropped more

+

ON THE WEB: For more
information, log on to
www.ncpublicschools.org.

than 6 percentage points, but the
school still reached its growth
goal. Blair Elementary School, on
the other hand, increased its
level of proficiency to above 90
percent but did not reach its
target growth.

The state measures growth
even if it doesn’t result in profi-
ciency. If a student made signifi-
cant improvement but didn’t
reach grade-level performance,
that would still count toward the
school's progress goal.

Making growth goals means
extra money in paychecks. A
teacher at a school reaching its
goal takes home between $750
and $1,500. Teacher assistants
get half that. Statewide, the
bonuses are expected to cost

around $94 million,

Schools face hard road ahead on

Associated Press

RALEIGH | Steady gains in tests
that measure North Carolina stu-
dents’ math and reading skills
have leveled off after a decade,
signaling that educators now face
the toughest phase in their ef-
forts to improve school perform-
ance, state officials sald Thurs-
day.

Data from the ABCs of Public
Education program show that
80.9 percent of elementary and
middle school students per-
formed at or above expectations

on year-end assessment tests in
2004-05 - the third year in a row
that the rate hovered at about 81
percent.

“We've gotten to the point

where it’s going to be hard, and

we knew it was going to be hard,
to get all kids where they need to
be,” State Board. of Education
member Jane Norwood said.

. Beginning several years
before the decade-old ABCs pro-
gram began, a growing percent-
age of students in grades three
through eight has performed at or
above grade level in reading and

math, rising from 52.9 percent in
1992-93 to 80.8 percent in the
2002-03 school year.

In 2003-04, the rate inched up
to 81.3 percent before falling a
fraction of a point to this wm&.m
level.

The marginal recent changes
indicate educators have effec-
tively reached most students and
now must work to help those who
are either the toughest cases or
who consistently hover at the
fringe of acceptable performance,
board members said.

“It's harder to pick the higher-

Dale Pelsey-Becton, assistant
superintendent for instruction
for New Hanover County
Schools, said the scores are just
one indicator of school perform-
ance, but they are useful. The
district’s lead teachers use the
data to target areas for improve-
ment with individual teachers
and schools.

“We are doing everything we
can to show a year’s worth of
growth,” she said.

The area’s two charter schools

also took the tests. The Roger
Bacon Academy near Leland was
nearly 92 percent proficient, sur-
passing its growth goals.

The Cape Fear Center for
Inquiry in Wilmington was 83.9
percent proficient. [t did not
reach its growth target.

Sam Scott: 343-2370
sam.scott@stamewscnline.com

state tests

hanging fruit, but it doesn’t mean
we're going to leave that fruit on
the tree,” board chairman
Howard Lee said. “And right now
what we're trying to do is get the
easiest fruit — we're not really
pushing all the way to the top, and
I think that's what we need to be
concerned about.”

The ABC program is intended
to improve academic perform-
ance and hold schools accounta-
ble for their students’ perform-
ance. Teachers at schools that
meet or exceed testing goals re-
ceive bonuses. .

L

ANNUAL ABC SCORES

_ Through the ABCs of Public Education, end-of-grade tests_

measure student achievement in reading and math for grades
3-8. High school students take end-of-course tests in eight
subjects. The following chart shows the percentage of !
students at or above grade level and whether each mn:oo_
met federal standards.

O Honor Schools of Excellence - 90 percent or rmore of
students at grade level and made adequate yearly
progress. Met or exceeded growth,

% Schools of Excellence - 90 percent or more of students
at grade level or proficiency. Met or exceeded growth.

+ Schools of Distinctlon - 80 percent or more of students
at grade level, Met or exceeded growth.

® Schools of Progress - 60 percent or more_ of E:qm:ﬂ.
at grade level. Met or exceeded growth.

M Priority Schools - 50 percent or more of students
at grade level.

= Low Performing - Fewer than 50 percent
of mzam:ﬁm at oﬂmnm level,

NWCZMS:QA nOCZ._.< mn!OO_.m

SCHOOLS | ‘05 |04 | Federal Std.
Belville Elementary 76.0 | 76.7 No

Bolivia Eiementary 91.0 | 89.1 . Yes

Lincoln Elementary 78.1 | N/A No ®
Monroe Elementary 86.9 | 80.0 Yes +
Southport Elementary 921 [92.0 Yes

Suppl mentary 87.0 |B83.8 Yes +
Union Elementary 90.7 190.7 Yes [o]
| Waccamaw Elementary | 93.3 190.1 Yes 9]
Williamson Elementary | 93.0 [ 92.1 Yes O
Leland Middle B804 | 79.6 No

Shallotte Middle 85.2 | 83.7 | - No +
South Brunswick Middie | 90.0 | 88.3 Yes [}
North Brunswick High 64.8 | 68.2 No L
South Brunswick High 7361717 Yes ®
West Brunswick High 758 172.7 No o
Brunswick 452 147.0 Yes: -
Learning Center
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NEW HANOVER COUNTY SCHOOLS

SCHOOLS ' 05 |'04 |Federal Std. |
85.2 |88.6 - Yes
e

vAldennan‘ Elementa

Caro!ma Beach Elem
 Codihaten Elementany:. ]
Loj_egLa.ds_Els:mgn!;arv
Eator Elementary . [
Forest Hills Elementary
Freerman Elementary
Greqory Elementary
| Holly: Tree Elertientary. [
Johnson Elementary
g 7

Parsley Elementary
‘Pine:Valldy Elementary. -
Snipes Elementary
Sunset Park Elémentary |
Williams Elementary _
Winter Park Elementary §
Wrightsboro Elementary
Wrightsville Beach Elemi.
Murray Middle

Myrtle Grove Middle:
Noble Middle___

L Roland-Grise Middle: -
Trask Middle

Virgo Middle

Williston Middle 82.9

Ashiey High . 1 7451737
Hoggard High | 88.1 [ 88,

| Lakesidé'High-~- -+ ] 4%9
Laney High 78.3

New HanoverHigh- | 170.4

ONSLOW COUNTY SCHOOLS

SCHOOLS '05 |’04 |Federal Std. |

Bell Fork Elementary 90.2 | 92.4 [ Yes

Blue Creek Elementary. -] :86.4 189 L Yes .
Carolina Forest Elem. 92.3 | N/A Yes

Clyde Erwin Elementary | 82:3 [8L.4.71 - 57
Dixon Elementary 89.4
Hunters Créek Elem. | 881
Jacksonville Comm. Elem, 87.9
‘Morton Elemenfary. .- | 83.6
Northwoods 84.2

Richlands Elementary |
Richlands Primary
'Sand Ridge Elementary
Silverdale Elementary
Southwest Elementary
Summersil] Elementary | €
Swanshoro Elementary.- |-
Dixon Middle ]
‘Hunters Creek Middle ..
lacksonville Comm. Mid. |
‘New.Bridge Middle =
NorthwoodsPark Middl|e

- Trexjer:MiddlE:
Dixon High_

Jacksonville Algh~ "+
Northside High
Richlands High
Squthwest High _ 8 |82,
.FSwatisborg High.. 0o} 80:7 |83
White Oak High 83.6

PENDER COUNTY SCHOOL.

Malpass Comer Elem
North Topsail Elery. - 94.5
Penderlea Elementar\f
“Hocky PoiRt Primary.
South Topsail Elem
Bugg w Middte
Fear Middl
-To sail Middle i
West Pender MIdd|E

Topsall ngh

Trask High': L 33 Y R ED
Pender Leammg Center 1_*4 3




