This is an area that could certainly benefit from better data. EIA’s 1999 report, Measure for Measure: A Magnified Look at Standardized Test Scores, revealed that the possession of a master’s degree by a teacher resulted in a significant increase in NAEP reading and math scores by 4th and 8th grade students, but that the benefit was wildly different from state to state. Test scores of Maryland students with a master’s-educated teacher averaged nearly nine points higher on each NAEP test. But students in Utah, North Carolina, Louisiana, Minnesota and Virginia saw almost no change based on teacher education. In fact, in two states – South Carolina and Wyoming – students of teachers with only bachelor’s degrees scored higher than those who had teachers with master’s degrees.

