COMPILING A WESTERN TRAVEL GUIDE

Focusing Your Topic:  Ask yourself the following questions to help focus the contents of your Western travel guide:

· Who am I writing for?

· Where are they going?

· Why are they going?

· How will they get there? 
Organizing Your Guide:  Now, use the following categories to address the requirements and concerns of your 1870s target audience.  You can also use these categories to organize your guide:

· What to bring? Food items, clothing, personal items, tools, amusements, other

· What to see and do? Along the way, at the destination

· What to avoid? Bandits, certain seasons of the year, natural dangers (cliffs, swamps, etc), illnesses, other (buffalo stampedes, etc)

Illustrating Your Guide:  Illustrate your guide with relevant maps, photos, and/or drawings. Make sure your illustrations add to the usefulness of your guide and are lively enough to engage your audience’s interest. Also, write captions to explain the illustrations and to connect the illustrations with your text.

Writing the Text:  In writing the text of your guide, try to use the colorful, enthusiastic language used in travel brochures. Be sure to draw connections between your text and your illustrations.
