Sample Lesson Plans for Civics and Economics

Example Lesson #1

The learner will. . . 

· Explain how the US Constitution defines the framework, organization, and structure of the three branches of government at the national level.

· Identify the various procedures in the enactment, implementation, and enforcement of law.

Focus & Review (5 minutes):  Review a Graphic Organizer completed for homework that highlight the roles of the President.

Statement of Objectives (1 minute):  Review Objectives

Teacher Input (25 minutes):  PowerPoint on the President’s Job

Guided Practice (25-30 minutes):  Analyzing Foldable—Have students create a foldable that summarizes the roles that President Bush has during the war on terrorism.  Students should choose 3 roles of the president and writes these on their foldables.  Under each heading the students should explain the role of the president and provide specific examples of what the president is currently doing in the role.  Lead a class discussion about the importance of the president, both practically and symbolically.  Some examples of roles may include:  Commander in Chief; Chief Diplomat; Head of State.

Independent Practice (25-30 minutes):  Presidential Portraits—Ask students to locate and study a portrait of their favorite president.  Ask students to collect biographical information about their selected president, such as party affiliation, dates of service, family statistics, and so on, as well as information about the important contribution that this president made to the US.  Provide each student with a sheet of black construction paper and white colored pencils.  Ask them to draw a portrait of their selected presidents based on the image in their minds after studying the portrait.  Ask students to create a tag to accompany the portrait.  The tag should include the biographical information and contributions (must classify with respect to roles of the President ) of the president. 

Closure (5 minutes):  Discuss Chalk Drawings & Tags

Example Lesson #2
The learner will. . .

· Explain how the US Constitution defines the framework, organization, and structure of the three branches of government at the national level

· Compare responsibilities, jurisdictions, and methods of law enforcement agencies

Focus and Review:  Show the students a symbol and ask the students which Cabinet Department the symbol “best” represents.  

Statement of Objectives:  Review Objectives

Teacher Input:  Continued Notes on the Presidential Advisers & Executive Agencies

Guided Practice:  With the complete list of cabinet members and each member’s responsibilities and in 15 groups of 2 (each group assigned a cabinet) brainstorm 5 examples of advice that their cabinet member might give to the president.  Have groups write each example on an index card and include the name of the cabinet post.  Collect the completed cards and shuffle them.  Read each recommendation aloud, and have the class guess which cabinet member would most likely give that piece of advice.

Independent Practice:  Agencies of the Executive Branch:  Students will be given a list of executive and independence agencies controlled by the executive branch in which their full titles have been reduced to acronyms.  A space will be provided beside the acronym for students to write the full name of the agency as well as a brief description of the functions of the agency.  A contest to see who can most quickly and accurately complete the handout will be held.

Closure:  Class contest of Agencies of the Executive Branch
