Teaching African American Students
T1

Some of the ways I have had to try especially for my lower level minority students are a lot more verbal forms of assessment and hands on activities.  In ELP we did things like create posters for each amendment, or that represented court cases.  We also held mock elections, and created candidates and their platforms things like that.  These students really seem to excel at hands on activities such as these and to retain a decent amount of the material.  However if I would have asked these same students to write out a political platform or the amendments in purely written form many would struggle.  

As for the relationship with them that has been something that has come fairly simple to me so far luckily.  Obviously I do not treat one student different from another, the simple things to say, but I do take into consideration different means of communication.  I realize that many of my minority students communicate in a louder, more aggressive manner than I do.  That being said if I spend all my time correcting them, or getting defensive we don't get through what we need to get done.  However this is something I am much better at now, than I was my first year as far as choosing which behaviors need correcting, and which ones are just communication.  Also it is imperative with all students but especially minority ones to show them WHY things affect them.  You have to give them a reason they should care about what you are saying, and the reasons you care are not necessarily the same as theirs.  Just for an example to Al Gore, and Tipper Gore we discussed his claim that he invented the internet, and her push to censor certain forms of music, much of which is R&B or rapped based so they are very familiar with it.

T2

I do think that I have an easier time relating to my students, black students included, than some other teachers, but that probably has more to do with my age than anything I do.

T3 

TESA.  I try and teach to the higher level, rather than shotgun approach or teaching the lowest common denominator.  My key questions for on-level U.S. are near the same as for AP.  

Teacher interpersonal skills:  Teachers I have met who are from backgrounds in which their contact with minorities is limited sometimes seem less comfortable joking with students or relating historical stuff to students experiences.  not sure that is fixable.
T4

Calling the parents at the beginning of the semester--especially for students who I know have a reputation for not doing well or acting out.  I call before they have a chance to start making bad choices in my class so that I can tell their parents how proud I am of their child and how good that child is doing so far.  Your greatest ally can be the parent.  I've actually had Mother's cry because no one had ever made a positive phone call home.

Watching BET and MTV and listen to pop radio on a regular basis. 

Kids like to know that you are aware of their pop culture.  Maybe I'm still young enough for this, but my students have always been impressed and shocked to discover that I know the words to a current song.  (It helps that I am a pop culture junkie.)

T5

This semester I have related to my African American students so so so much better than my white students.  On any given morning I can have anywhere from 5-15 African American students in my class just to talk--the same thing for lunch. As a result, I have been asking myself the same questions. 

From the first day of class I have never let the students refer to anything as "ghetto"--this helps because quite a few of my African American students live in questionable areas.  Moreover, I went out of my way to make sure that my African American students felt comfortable around me--I questioned who they were, what they liked to do, how their families work, I asked them about their churches--I showed an interest in them and their culture.  Furthermore, I have spoken to the parent(s) of every African American student in my classes.  They expressed their concerns and I listened--I have the feeling that most African American students do most of what their parents tell them to do.  One of our African American teachers told me that I "had" the "black" students because I showed them that I was not afraid of them and that I saw them as equals--she then told me this would filter through to the other children and that would work well for me--she then told me this would "get" the "black" students to actually perform in class.  My African

American students work harder than any of my other students--however not all of their test scores are higher but I think this is a result of the society-at-large--how they have been socialized, what they think of themselves, the classes they are "told" they should be in.  

On a different note I find that my African-American students love to create hands-on projects and they like to work in groups.  For example, if I give a study guide and I let them work on it in groups--then they drastically increase their test scores--if I make them work on it individually their test scores aren't as high.  They also liked to be acknowledged in class.  I learned very quickly that when they answer questions that they like to tell stories and that eventually they do have a point and will answer the question.  I always, always, always highlight their accomplishments whether they made an A on a test or went from a 40 to a 71--I always give them the proper praise.  Moreover, I always, always provide examples from their culture--there is no excuse not to do this because one can always be found.  Finally, and this may sound strange but here goes--I have many African American students who play sports and after I went to a few of their games I began to notice a difference in their attitude--they worked harder, did their homework and even attended after-school tutoring with me or another teacher at my request.  

Above all, I think I show them respect and I have seen some teachers brush off African American students because they assume too much.  I do not know if any of this helps but I know that it helped me.  I would say overall that my African American students are not far behind my white students--however, the achievement gap is still there--but they try and that is always a great place to start.  

The best advice I have for ILTs is--CALL EVERY PARENT IN THAT CLASSROOM FROM THE FIRST DAY--it amazed me how much this accomplished.  Also, to rid my class of behavior problems I called every single parent in my 3rd block class--I don't care if they were good or bad I gave their parents a report of their behavior—word spread like a fire in class the next day and their attitudes changed.  

