“Most adolescents attend school for a collection of reasons, not very well defined in their minds. Most powerful is tradition: one goes to high school because that is what one does from the age of fourteen to seventeen” (p. 59).

“What is completely clear, however, is that most students see the diploma as their high school goal, the passport to their next stage of life. The way to receive it, they now know, is to serve time, to be in attendance the requisite number of weeks in the requisites courses” (p. 63).

“A high premium is placed on punctuality, and on “being where you’re supposed to be.” Obviously, a low premium is placed on reflection.  The student rushes from class to class to collect knowledge. . .  The picture that these familiar patterns yield is that of an academic supermarket.   The purpose of going to school is to pick things up, in an organized and predictable way, the faster the better” (p. 80).

