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	Current Status in NC

	Bussing:

Integrate Students through forced bussing 

Federally Imposed
	Mecklenberg Co: Legal suit brought by white parents against bussing.  District Judge Potter ruled in 1999 that forced bussing is no longer required as the school system has eliminated past discrimination
	Accountability: Focus on Closing the Gap in Scores on National and State Tests – 6 states that have targeted performance of minority students as a priority

No Child Left Behind: All schools to have 100%  of students proficient within 12 years. Title I schools that fail to make this progress for two consecutive years will receive technical assistance and their students must be given the option to attend another public school.
	Student achievement scores are closely monitored and disaggregated by race. 

	School Funding: 

Equalize funding of schools

Not supported by politicians – imposed by Legal Courts in response to successful legal suits brought by plaintiffs – low income school districts 
	Hoke County brought a suit against NC in 1995 (Leandro Case).  Judge ruled that every child has a right to a “sound basic education” However, he found that the state’s system of funding schools was constitutional.  Recognized the existence of major differences in opportunities  between groups. Ruled that the state must provide pre-kindergarten programs for all at risk children. Legal case is still ongoing. 
	
	Minority student performance scores affect a school’s overall growth score and hence schools have started giving particular attention to scores of minority students. 

Proposals to reward teachers who have greatest success in closing the achievement gap*

	Lower Priority

	Tracking: Placement in high school of students in regular, hons. AP classes. Also includes placement of students in Special Needs categories.

Some legal suits brought by NACCP
	As systems of tracking primarily benefit white middle class kids, few school systems have been willing to do away with tracking and move to heterogeneous groups. 

	Teaching/Curriculum
	In the last five years there has been criticism that the teaching approaches being used e.g. Whole language, were ineffective with minority and low-income children. Some schools have moved to adopt a variety of teaching strategies e.g. Direct instruction and Whole Language. Attention to Learning Styles.

Other changes include textbooks that are more culturally inclusive, addition of Multicultural courses, charter schools and voucher options


* http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/closingthegap/   NC Commission on Raising Achievement and Closing Gaps Report 2001

