Education Trust Examines Education Gaps 

 

      The Education Trust has released an extensive 50-state analysis documenting that many of our nation’s schools are still providing children with an education that is grossly unequal.  These analyses, The Education Watch 2004 State Summary Reports, provide an overview of the condition of education in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the Nation.  

 

      The report indicates that the areas of:  teacher quality, access to high-level curriculum, and state/local education funding, students of color and low-income students continue to receive less than their share of public education’s most significant resources.  The Education Watch State Summary Reports include state specific data in the areas of Achievement Gaps, Opportunity Gaps, and Attainment Gaps-High School and College Success. “We have never made good on the promise of equal opportunity in public education,” said Kati Haycock, director of the Education Trust.

 

      The summary tables included for the achievement gap make clear that the gaps in many states would shrink dramatically, and in some cases disappear entirely, if poor and minority students in these states were taught and achieved at the same academic levels as their counterparts in top-performing states. “If race and income mattered more than school policy and practice, NAEP [National Assessment of Educational Progress] scores for minority and poor students would be pretty much the same from state to state,” Haycock pointed out.

 

      In North Carolina, there has been a decrease in gains on NAEP scores since the release of this same report last year.  At that time, in reading, North Carolina was the “biggest gainer” from 1992-1998 across all subgroup categories.  The current data shows that in reading, 77 percent of 4th grade students in North Carolina score at or above Level III on the state’s reading assessment, whereas 62 percent score at basic or above on the NAEP assessment.  These numbers are comparable with the last report.  Comparing the two test results is one way to gain perspective on the level and rigor of the state’s assessment.  Furthermore, the table indicates that there is a significant difference in achievement on these tests between different groups of students.  The NAEP 4th grade reading results show that 44 percent of African-Americans are above basic, compared to 77 percent of white students.  The gap is larger when NAEP 8th grade math results are analyzed.  Forty-nine percent of African-Americans are above basic, compared to 85 percent of white students.  

 

      The achievement gap relates directly to attainment.  The report provides a snapshot by groups of students taking AP tests, students scoring a minimum of 3 on these tests.  Overall sixty-one percent of all North Carolina students scored a 3, 4, or 5 on the AP Calculus AB test and English Language and Composition tests and 54 percent scored a 3,4, or 5 on the AP Biology test.  African-American students scored 38 percentage points below White students on the Calculus test, 36 percentage points below on the English test, and 34 points below on the Biology test.  

 

      Given the data presented, policymakers, educators and communities must take action to address this nation’s longstanding achievement gap.  The report offers several high impact action strategies, including giving all students a strong elementary school foundation, ensuring all students are placed in rigorous courses in middle and high school, and ensure all students have access to qualified teachers.  “It is not clear at this moment which side will prevail,” said Haycock.  “What is clear, is that fifty years after the Brown decision launched us down the path to equalizing opportunity for all young Americans, the kids cannot afford to wait any longer.  We can both raise overall achievement and close gaps in the rates at which student pass state assessments.  The only question is whether we will.”

 

For a full copy of The Education Watch 2004 State Summary Reports go to www.edtrust.org 

