GLY 120 (section 003): ENVIRONMENTAL GEOLOGY
Fall 2011:  TR 12:30-1:45 PM

DeLoach Hall  - Room 114

Instructor: Dr. Michael S. Smith
Office: DL 115C
Email: smithms@uncw.edu

Phone: 962-3496




Office hours: TR, 11-12 AM, Other times by appointment

Required Text: Keller, E.A., 2008, Introduction to Environmental Geology, 4th edition, Pearson/Prentice Hall. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES and LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the conclusion of this course, each student should demonstrate through both objective and subjective means: 
1. A basic understanding of 1) geological and applicable engineering processes related to natural hazards including volcanoes, earthquakes, landslides and mass movements, floods, coastal storms and processes; 2) hydrogeologic principles and characteristics of fluid motion and behavior in the ground; and 3) soil processes [SAN-1, 2]; 

2. An ability to identify, describe, and quantify natural geologic processes and human activities related to exploration, development, and production of water, energy, mineral, and rock resources  [SAN-1, 2]

3.  An ability to evaluate the effect of human activities on the basic geologic processes and the effect of basic geologic processes on human activities using relevant data and analytical methods [SAN-1, 2, 3]; 

4.  An ability to discern good scientific assessments and predictions related to environmental geology from poor assessments and predictions and articulate these differences using facts and reasoning (and be prepared to make informed decisions concerning the environment, geology, and human activities) [SAN-1, 2, 3].
CLASS POLICIES

Attendance:  Attendance is not required, but highly recommended! Students who attend class regularly typically do better on exams than students who do not. 
Courtesy:  Please be courteous to your fellow students. Do your best to arrive on time so as not to disrupt the class. If you arrive late or must leave early, please do so quietly.

Turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices before entering the classroom! Use of laptops/tablet computers for taking notes is acceptable.  Cell phone use including text messaging and computer use not related to this course will not be tolerated.
Special Needs:  If you have special needs please see me as soon as possible so your needs can be accommodated.
COURSE WEBSITE

Blackboard: Class materials will be placed on Blackboard.  Go to SEAPORT and it will be listed. Here you will find a copy of this syllabus, handouts, review sheets, and other important course information.  

GRADING

Exams and Quizzes: All lecture and the final exam dates are firm for their published date in this syllabus. Examinations (and quizzes) will be a mixture of objective (definition, matching, short answers, etc.) and short essay (compare/contrast, observation, and interpretation) questions. The final exam is comprehensive for the entire semester.  Airline tickets home, weddings, birthdays, minor illness, work, forgetting the exam time/day, etc. are not valid excuses for missing an exam. Makeup examinations will be given only in the case of a medical illness requiring bed rest the day of the exam or a death in the immediate family.  A doctor’s note or a funeral director’s note will be required to verify these circumstances.  If you do not obtain such a note, you will not be permitted to make up an exam. 
Reading/Media Assignments and Small Projects: There will be a few reading/media assignments, generally based upon a topic either covered in the previous weeks' lecture or to be covered in the immediate future. The assignments are due on the date noted. Any assignment turned in after this time will suffer a decrease by one grade unit per day late.  Each assignment has a particular question or set of questions that should be answered in the following format. Assignments should be from two to three pages in length, type written, proof-read, and follow the format of an essay: a topic sentence involving the subject under discussion, the main body of the essay with the relevant points clearly stated, and an unambiguous set of conclusions. These exercises will help you review some of the topics covered in this course. Lastly, as this is an Environmental Geology course, there will be a couple of short projects that will require you to examine your interaction with the environment.

Your final grade will be based on the following:

Mid-term Exam



100 Points
Final Exam (comprehensive)


200 Points
Reading/Project Assignments

100 Points

Quizzes




100 Points

Total




500 Points

Final Grade based on assigned letter grade: 90 – 99 (A), 80 – 89 (B), 70 – 79 (C), 60 – 69 (D), <60 (F).
Statement on academic integrity

All members of the UNCW community are expected to follow the academic Honor Code. Please read the UNCW Honor Code carefully (as covered in the UNCW Student Handbook).  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated in this class.

Statement regarding plagiarism

Please be especially familiar with the UNCW position on plagiarism as outlined in the UNCW Student Handbook.  Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty in which you take someone else’s ideas and represent them as your own.   Here are some examples of plagiarism:

a. You write about someone else’s work in your paper and do not give them credit for it by referencing them.

b. You give a presentation and use someone else’s ideas and do not state that the ideas are the other persons.

c. You get facts from your textbook or some other reference material and you do not reference that material.

Be warned – plagiarism results in failure – no exceptions!

Statement on services for students with disabilities

Students with diagnosed disabilities should contact the Office of Disability Services (962-7555).  Please give me a copy of the letter you receive from the Office of Disability Services detailing class accommodations you may need.  Students with Disabilities information and resources are available at http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/disability/.

Statement regarding violence and harassment

UNCW practices a zero tolerance policy for violence and harassment of any kind.  For emergencies contact UNCW CARE at 962-2273; Campus Police at 962-3184; or Wilmington Police at 911.  For University or community resources visit: http://www.uncw.edu/safe-relate/campusResources.htm. 

Statement regarding religious observance
In accordance with NC SL 2010-211, you are entitled to two excused absences for religious observances per academic year. You must inform me in writing the first week of class if you will be missing any classes due to religious observance and using one of the two permissible absences for the academic year. In addition, please inform the Registrar the first week of class who will then confirm your intentions to miss class with the impacted course instructors. Any absence for religious purposes will be considered unexcused unless you submit the request in writing the first week to both the Registrar and your instructor.

The UNCW Statement on Diversity in the University Community

As an institution of higher learning, the University of North Carolina Wilmington represents a rich diversity of human beings among its faculty, staff, and students and is committed to maintaining a campus environment that values that diversity.  Accordingly, the university supports policies, curricula, and co-curricular activities that encourage understanding of and appreciation for all members of its community and will not tolerate any harassment or disrespect for persons because of race, gender, age, color, national origin, ethnicity, creed, religion, disability, sexual orientation, political affiliation, marital status, or relationship to other university constituents. 

GLY 120 (section 003) LECTURE SCHEDULE

	Lecture 
	DATE
	TOPIC/CHAPTER

	Week 1 
	25 August 
	Introduction [Chapter 1] 

	Week 2 
	30 August and 01 September 
	Fundamental concepts, earth materials, and processes  [Chapters 2 and 3]  QUIZ

	Week 3 
	06 and 08 September 

	Environmental regulation and natural hazards [Chapters 4 and 5]

	Week 4 
	13 and 15 September 
	Volcanic hazards [Chapter 8]  QUIZ

	Week 5 
	20 and 22 September 
	Earthquakes and Tsunami [Chapters 6 and 7]

	Week 6 
	27 and 29 September 
	Downslope movement and landslides [Chapter 10]  QUIZ

	Week 7 
	04 October 
	Soils, agriculture, and natural hazards [Chapters 17] 

	Week 8 
	06 October 
	Mid-term Examination

	October 08 to 11 – FALL BREAK

	Week 9 
	13 October 
	Water: process, supply, use, pollution, treatment 

[Chapters 13 and 14]

	Week 10 
	18 and 20 October
	Rivers and floods [Chapter 9]  QUIZ

	Week 11 
	25 and 27 October 
	Coastal hazards [Chapter 11]

	Week 12 
	01 and 03 November 
	Waste management and environmental health 

[Chapters 12 and 13]   QUIZ

	Week 13 
	08 and 10 November 
	Mineral resources [Chapter 15] 

	Week 14 
	15 and 17 November 
	Medical geology [Chapters 15 and 19]  QUIZ

	Week 15 
	22 November 
	Energy resources [Chapter 16] 

	
November 23 to 27 – THANKSGIVING VACATION

	Week 16 
	29 November and 02 December 
	Global change, pollution, planning and mitigations, 

and other current concerns 

[Chapters 18 and 19] 

	Week 17
	06 December 
	TBA  

	15 DECEMBER   - FINAL EXAM 11:30 AM TO 2:30 PM
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