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What makes up a Civilization?

Typically these components are in place:

Subsistence

· Food surpluses, produced by agriculture, which may feature intensive cultivation and emphasis on staple crops.  Food surpluses are claimed from farmers as taxes or tribute offerings by administrators that distribute them to elites and specialized workers, such as craft specialists.
Settlement Patterns

· At least 3-tiered hierarchy (e.g. villages, towns and cities).  This indicates regionally-administered complex political organization.  Sometimes state level societies (civilizations) can have large, densely nucleated populations.
Economic Organization
· Marked differential access to key resources

· Complex division of labor.  Craft specialization and other specialized economic activities present
· Long-distance trade and commerce

Political Organization
· Permanent formal institutions that are specialized, decision-making organizations (governments) that are used by rulers to maintain the structure of the state, and to maintain internal order and external relations.
· these organizations have a monopoly of force, power to draft workers, levee and collect taxes and decree and enforce laws

· those with political power are made up of members of upper social classes
Social Organization
· Stratified socially, with sharply delineated social classes

· Overall increased importance of economic status and place of residence
· Social level defines one’s role in society as well as one’s status & power
Ideological Principles & Intellectual Traditions

· State religion coexists with and may demand precedence over older folk traditions

· Public ceremonies and festivals focus attention on state cults and rulership

· Use of writing and/or other record keeping and other intellectual achievements such as arithmetic, astronomy, and calendrics.

· Monumental public architecture for use by elites in civic and ceremonial duties and as residences

· Distinctive and sophisticated art styles used by elites to express their power to command resources, particularly luxury goods of all kinds
Record Keeping

· System whereby elites can track food surpluses, labor, and announce their achievements
