EXPLORING YOUR OWN LITERACY AND LITERACY LEARNING

FALL, 2006
EDN 551

Dr. Kathleen A Schlichting



Telephone:  (Office) 962-7786

Class Schedule:
        



 Email: schlichtingk@uncw.edu 

Monday 5:00 – 7:45




Office Hours: as posted or 
Room: EB 387




by appointment








Office:  WSE Room 247



Required Texts
Lamott, Anne, (1995). Bird by Bird:  Some Instructions on Writing and Life, Anchor Books.


Fletcher, Ralph, 1993). What a Writer Needs, Heinemann. 

Graves, Donald (1990).  Discover Your Own Literacy: The Reading/Writing Teacher’s Companion, Heinemann.  
Course Purpose
This course surveys the field of literacy to include a history of literacy education, significant researchers and scholars and their impact on children’s language and literacy development, and important issues and trends.  Participants will explore their own literacy through personal and professional reading, writing and visual experiences of their choice and they will establish individual learning plans in relation to program themes, aims, and expectations. Students will understand the goals and expectations of the M.Ed. in language and literacy education. They will use this course to further their development as effective decision-makers and reflective practitioners. The objectives of this course are congruent with the Conceptual Framework: The Watson School of Education develops highly competent professionals to serve in educational leadership roles. The outcome of this Conceptual Framework is to ensure educational practice that positively impacts learning.  

Course Objectives
The student will:

1.
Explore his/her personal literacy and understand what literacy is and its power in our lives.

2.
Become an effective model of literacy and learning.

3.
Develop personal and formal definitions and philosophies of literacy and explore implications of those philosophies for teaching.  Identify how that philosophy will impact the teaching of reading and writing in the classroom.
4.
Identify personal directions for study in the field of literacy and literacy education.  This study should enhance your understanding of the reading and writing processes, effective ways to support children as they learn to read and write, the development of strategic readers and writers, methods and materials, the use of technology, significant research in the field of literacy, etc.

5.
Survey the history of the field of literacy and literacy education including key themes, issues, scholarly contributions, and philosophies.  These themes and issues include the reading and writing processes; cueing systems, the use of technology, strategies proficient readers and writers use as they read, effective methods and perspectives useful in helping children learn to read and write, meeting the developmental and learning needs of all children, including exceptional children and children from non-mainstream cultural backgrounds.  

6.
Establish collaborative learning groups and support networks for personal study.
7.
Research key theorists and literacy scholars who have significantly impacted and influenced the field of Language and Literacy.
8.
Understand and demonstrate the impact that technology and technology-based materials can have on children’s learning. 
Learning Invitations
This course is designed to engage students in learning situations that illustrate or demonstrate a balanced philosophy of language arts teaching, curriculum, and learning.  Students will develop as thoughtful decision makers and reflective practitioners.  
1.
Outline a personal direction for study during the degree program and establish a study plan.  

2.
Formulate and articulate your definition/philosophy of literacy and literacy learning.  Share with colleagues, revise, and submit to instructor with your rough draft.  Remember to identify how your philosophy impacts the teaching of reading and writing in the classroom and meets the diverse needs and expectations of all children.

3.
Read, read, read.  Identify areas for study and spend significant amounts of time researching that area.  Share information and personal connections with members of the class in collaborative groups. Keep a reflective log of the reading that you do and be prepared to share it in class.  Read the assigned texts and journal articles.  Begin to craft a personal/professional text set.
4.
Actively participate in Reader Response Groups to challenge and extend your understanding of the issues of literacy being studied.  Accept the responsibility and the opportunity to become an active collaborator in the assigned group.
5.
Write, write, write.  Write to learn and extend connections.  Share your writing with your colleagues.  Express understanding in a variety of genre and/or sign systems. Keep a Reader Response Journal reflecting on assigned readings and a Life Journal where you live the life of a writer. Write every day.
6.
Begin a portfolio which will help you show evidence of your learning throughout the program.  The portfolio will serve as a way of evaluating, and reflecting on, the learning journey you are taking.  Identify the learning you want to do - do it - and then establish evidence of that learning.  Your portfolio should demonstrate your proficiency in the use of technology.
7.  Submit a final reflective paper demonstrating the literacy growth you have    

     made and painting a portrait of yourself as a literate person.
8.  Your attendance in our class is very important.  Don’t shortchange yourself 
as a learner and a teacher.  For each absence beyond two, your grade will be reduced by one letter grade.   
Beginning Fall 05, the Watson School of Education requires that all education majors enrolled in methods courses maintain an active account on TaskStream, a web-based curriculum builder and portfolio toolset. You are asked to maintain that account for the duration of your program with the Watson School of Education (www.taskstream.com).  Students in these courses will use TaskStream to maintain a Professional Development Portfolio.  This portfolio includes evidence of your work that will demonstrate your progress toward meeting exit requirements and professional standards.  

Special Considerations
If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, please notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, Ext. 7555), provide the necessary documentation of the disability and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations.  Please identify yourself to me so that I can implement these accommodations
Conceptual Framework
This course is designed to focus on key components of the Watson School of Education’s Conceptual Framework.  The WSE develops highly competent professionals to serve in educational leadership roles.  All educators must use data for decisions, reflect upon practice, exemplify their commitment to professional standards, implement appropriate communication strategies, and strive to meet the needs of all learners.  Assignments in this course will assist in preparing you to be a competent professional and leader.  
Grading
Grades will be based on assessment of all learning strategies, written assignments, attendance, participation in class, and professional dispositions and responsibilities.  

Course Assignments

Reading Strategies:






Points








Read Discover Your Own Literacy: The Reading/Writing
 50 points
Teacher’s Companion (Graves), What a Writer Needs 

(Fletcher), and Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing

and Life (Lamott).
(Responses in class and/or in reflective journals)
Writing Strategies:

Literacy Inquiry Project





 50 points
Literacy Autobiography / Literacy Beliefs



 50 points

Final Reflective Paper





 50 points

Personal Text Set
 50 points
Exploring the many forms of literacy
 50 points

     Researcher Presentation





100 points







Total Possible Points
400 points
Grading Scale

388 – 400 =  A+



308 – 319 =  C+


372 – 387 =  A



292 – 307 =  C

360 – 371 =  A-



280 – 291 =  C-

348 – 359 =  B+



268 – 279 =  D+

332 – 347 =  B



252 – 267 =  D

320 – 331 =  B-



240 – 251 =  D-

Less than 240 = F

“The decisions we make in our classrooms are never arbitrary – they are based on our fundamental beliefs about teaching and learning and the nature of what it is we’re teaching.”       

  (Marling & Searle, 1991)
notice about myself as a reader. . . as a writer?  

