PhD assistantship – spatial ecology and migration dynamics of estuarine fish
We seek a PhD student to work on a project recently funded by the North Carolina Marine Resources Fund.  The goals of the project are to use acoustic telemetry to understand the migration dynamics and estuarine habitat use of southern flounder across multiple seasons.  The project will also include a test of concept for the use of geolocating archival tags to yield important information about the location of southern flounder offshore spawning grounds.  The project goals are management-oriented, yet the ideal candidate would have general interests in the spatial analysis of marine populations as well as applied interests in fisheries biology and ecology.

The student will be expected to oversee the field collection of acoustic data for up to 3 years and interpret the resulting spatial information in a way that will contribute to effective management of the NC southern flounder stock.  The student will also be expected to develop spatial models of southern flounder migration dynamics that can inform our understanding of the potential for mixing within the US South Atlantic basin.  The strongest candidate would have a background in quantitative analysis in fisheries and/or ecology in general.  Specific experience with acoustic telemetry and spatial modeling would be a plus, but is not mandatory.  The ideal student will have completed an MS degree in fisheries, marine ecology, or a related field and should be able to demonstrate strong academic ability, but exceptional candidates possessing only a BS degree will also be considered.  

The project represents a collaborative effort by UNCW researchers Fred Scharf and Will White, and NCDMF biologists Chris Batsavage and Chip Collier.  Scharf will serve as the major advisor for the student.  In addition, we will be partnering with a research team from UNC-Chapel Hill that will also be conducting acoustic research in the same estuarine system.  Thus, the opportunity to collaborate with multiple researchers from UNCW, UNC-Chapel Hill, NC Sea Grant, NCDMF, and NOAA will be possible.

Start date:  July 2012
Salary: Annual stipend of $22,800 with full tuition support.
Contact:  Interested students should email Fred Scharf (scharff@uncw.edu) or Will White (whitejw@uncw.edu).  Please include a recent CV and contact information for three references.
The successful candidate will be admitted to the graduate program in Marine Biology at UNCW.  Students can learn about graduate study in the department at http://www.uncw.edu/bio/ and the research programs of the PI’s here: http://people.uncw.edu/scharff/ and http://people.uncw.edu/whitejw/. 
Recruitment process:  We will generally invite up to 3 potential candidates to campus to visit with current graduate students and to see the surrounding area.  The student that receives and accepts an offer to join our lab will need to complete an official application to the Graduate School at UNCW; however, that step does not need to be completed to be considered for the position.  Prospective students can save themselves the time and cost of applying to the Graduate School until they have received an offer.

