EVS 195:  Introduction to Environmental Studies
Fall  2009:  Tuesday-Thursday  3:30-4:45pm 

Friday Hall Room 1014
Instructor:  Dr. Jamie Rotenberg
Office: Friday Hall Room 2059 

email: rotenbergj@uncw.edu
Office Phone:   962-7549


web: http://people.uncw.edu/rotenbergj
Office hours: By appointment.

REQUIRED TEXT:  

Environment (5th or 6th edition) by P. Raven, L. Berg, and D. Hassenzahl. Wiley Publishing Company. 2006/2008.
Outside readings:  Available on website as needed during the course.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
An interdisciplinary introduction to the scope and application of environmental studies.  Emphasis will be placed on an integrated analysis of environmental principles and discussions centering on current environmental problems.  You will be responsible for learning a certain amount of terminology for this course.  The course goal is to give you a knowledge base sufficient to understand everyday environmental issues that will affect you now and after you leave the University. 

OBJECTIVES:

Students will gain an understanding of environmental issues within a course framework of six major areas:  Humans in the Environment, The World We Live In, A Crowded World, Our Precious Resources, Energy, and Environmental Concerns; and course objectives will include:
1. To have students understand the basic terminology and concepts necessary to discuss environmental issues.

2. To have students understand the major current local, national and global environmental issues.

3. To have students understand historical events and trends that have resulted in today’s environmental problems.

4. To have students understand the different cultural views of environmental issues from a global perspective.

5. To have students understand the consequence of not resolving current environmental problems.

6. To have students understand future trends related to the environment.

CLASS POLICIES:
· Attendance:  Attendance is not required, but highly recommended!  Students who attend class regularly typically do better on exams that those students who do not.
· Courtesy:  Please be courteous to your fellow students.  Do your best to arrive on time so as not to disrupt the class.  If you arrive late or must leave early, please do so quietly.

· Turn off all cell phones and beepers before entering the classroom!

NOTE:  I reserve the right to decrease a student’s final grade for disrupting class.  Disruptions include, but are not limited to, arriving late, failure to turn off cell phones, beepers and pagers before entering class, side conversations, etc.  Cell phone use including text messaging and computer use not related to this course will not be tolerated.
· Special Needs:  If you have special needs please see me as soon as possible so your needs can be accommodated.
COURSE WEBSITE:

My website is http://people.uncw.edu/rotenbergj.  Look for EVS 195.  Here you will find a copy of this syllabus, handouts, past review sheets, and other important course information including internet links to reading assignments.  What you will not find here are my class notes!  If you miss a class for any reason, it is your own responsibility to get the notes from a classmate or see me at office hours.  Do not request notes from me via email.  I will not send them to you, nor will I respond to this type of email!  Grades will be posted on Blackboard (access through class list in SeaPort).
GRADING:
Exams:  There will be three (3) non-cumulative exams during the semester.  Exams will be based on lecture material and readings from the text and assigned sources.  Exams will be multiple choice.  The first two exams will be given during class; the third will be during the final exam period.  There will also be an optional comprehensive final exam which may be substituted for any of the regular hourly exams.  There will be NO OTHER MAKE-UP EXAMS, NO EXTRA CREDIT and NO EXCEPTIONS, so don’t ask!
Final Exam:  The final exam period will be used for EXAM 3 and the Optional Comprehensive Final.  Everyone takes EXAM 3; the optional is your choice.  The Optional Final can help but can’t hurt your grade.  Tickets home, weddings, birthdays, minor illness, work, forgetting the exam time/day, etc. are not valid excuses for missing the final and will earn you a failing grade in the class.  There are no make-ups for either Exam 3 or the Optional Final!
Your final grade will be based on the following:
	Exam 1
	100 points

	Exam 2
	100 points

	Exam 3
	100 points

	Optional Final
	(100 points replacement)

	TOTAL
	300 points


Grading Scale:

A
100 – 94%

B-
83 – 80%

D+
69 – 67%

A-
  93 – 90%

C+
79 – 77%

D
66 – 64%

B+
  89 – 87%

C
76 – 74%

D-
63 – 60%

B
  86 – 84%

C-
73 – 70%

F
59% AND BELOW

Statement on academic integrity:

All members of UNCW’s community are expected to follow the academic Honor Code. Please read the UNCW Honor Code carefully (as covered in the UNCW Student Handbook).  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated in this class.

Statement regarding plagiarism: 

Please be especially familiar with UNCW’s position on plagiarism as outlined in the UNCW Student Handbook.  Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty in which you take someone else’s ideas and represent them as your own.   Here are some examples of plagiarism:

a. You write about someone else’s work in your paper and do not give them credit for it by referencing them.
b. You give a presentation and use someone else’s ideas and do not state that the ideas are the other persons.
c. You get facts from your textbook or some other reference material and you do not reference that material.

Be warned – plagiarism results in failure – no exceptions!

Statement on services for students with disabilities:

Students with diagnosed disabilities should contact the Office of Disability Services (962-7555).  Please give me a copy of the letter you receive from the Office of Disability Services detailing class accommodations you may need.  

Statement regarding violence and harassment:

UNCW practices a zero tolerance policy for any kind of violent or harassing behavior.  If you are experiencing an emergency of this type contact the police at 911 or UNCW CARE at 962-2273.  Resources for individuals concerned with a violent or harassing situation can be located at http://www.uncw.edu/wsrc/crisis.html.
Statement regarding the use of personal electronics:

Cell phone use of any kind (talking, texting, time-telling) will not be tolerated in this class; neither will the use of personal music devices.  Laptops may only be used for class-related activities (i.e., taking notes).  Any other use, such as checking non-UNCW websites or email will not be tolerated.  Improper use of electronic devices will result in being asked to leave the class.

                  TENATIVE LECTURE SCHEDULE
	Lec
	Week
	DATE
	Lecture
	Chapters

	
	
	
	
	
	Part 1 – Humans in the Environment
	

	1
	1
	Aug
	R
	20
	Course Overview and Introduction.  What is Environmental Studies?  Environmental. I.Q. Quiz
	1

	2
	2
	
	T
	25
	Environmental History, Laws, Economics and Ethics
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	Part 2 – The World We Live In
	

	3
	
	
	R
	27
	Ecosystems and Energy
	3

	4
	3
	Sep
	T
	1
	Back to Basics and Ecosystem Chemical Cycling
	5

	5
	
	
	R
	3
	Chemical Cycling (continued) & Levels of Hierarchy
	5, 3 & 4

	6
	4
	
	T
	8
	Energy Flow through Ecosystems
	3

	7
	
	
	R
	10
	Ecosystems:  Weather and Climate and

“Scenes from The Day After Tomorrow”
	5

	8
	5
	
	T
	15
	Major Ecosystems of the World
	6

	9
	
	
	R
	17
	Preserving Biological Diversity
	17

	10
	6
	
	T
	22
	Biological Interactions, Communities, & the Niche
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	Part 3 – A Crowded World
	

	11
	
	
	R
	24
	Applying Population Ecology to Human Population
	8

	12
	7
	
	T
	29
	Population Ecology Basics and Overpopulation
	8 & 9

	
	
	Oct
	R
	1
	EXAM 1
	1-6, 8, 9,17

	
	8
	
	T
	6
	FALL BREAK
	---

	
	
	
	
	
	Part 4 – Our Precious Resources
	

	13
	
	
	R
	8
	Soils and Minerals
	15 & 16

	14
	9
	
	T
	13
	Food Resources
	19

	15
	
	
	R
	15
	Food & Water Resources
	19 & 14

	16
	10
	
	T
	20
	Water:  A Limited Resource
	14

	
	
	
	
	
	Part 5 – Energy
	

	17
	
	
	R
	22
	Nonrenewable Energy:  Fossil Fuels
	11

	18
	11
	
	T
	27
	Fossil Fuels (cont) & Nuclear Energy
	11 & 12

	19
	
	
	R
	29
	Renewable Energy & Conservation
	13

	
	12
	Nov
	T
	3
	EXAM 2
	11-16, 19

	
	
	
	
	
	Part 6 – Environmental Concerns
	

	20
	
	
	R
	5
	Air Pollution
	20

	21
	13
	
	T
	10
	Water Pollution
	22

	22
	
	
	R
	12
	Introduction to Climate Change
	21

	23
	14
	
	T
	17
	Scenes from “An Inconvenient Truth” 
	21

	24
	
	
	R
	19
	More Climate Change
	21

	25
	15
	
	T
	24
	Solid Wastes
	24

	
	
	
	R
	26
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	

	26
	16
	Dec
	T
	1
	Hazardous Wastes
	24

	
	
	
	T
	8
	FINAL EXAM ---Tuesday, Dec 8 ---  3:00-6:00pm
	21-24
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