EVS 205:  Global Environmental Issues 
Fall 2009:  Monday-Wednesday 11:00-12:15pm 

Friday Hall Room 1014
Instructor:  Dr. Jamie Rotenberg
Office: Friday Hall Room 2059 

email: rotenbergj@uncw.edu
Office Phone:   962-7549


web: http://people.uncw.edu/rotenbergj
Office hours: By appointment.

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
1. Earth Under Siege : From Air Pollution to Global Change

by Richard P. Turco, 2002, Oxford University Press

2. Dire Predictions:  Understanding Global Warming.  The illustrated guide to findings of the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) by Michael E. Mann and Lee R. Kump, 2009, Pearson Education and DK Publishing
Outside readings:  The New York Times and others available as needed on course website.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Interdisciplinary study of global environmental issues concentrating on several major current issues including global warming and climate change, stratospheric ozone depletion, acid rain, overpopulation, loss of biodiversity, and poverty.  Causes, effects, policy implications, international negotiations, and development of treaties will be discussed.  You will be responsible for learning a certain amount of terminology for this course.  The course goal is to give you a knowledge base sufficient to understand everyday environmental issues on a global scale that will affect you now and after you leave the University. 

OBJECTIVES:

Students will gain an understanding of environmental issues within the following objectives:
1. To have students understand the basic terminology and concepts necessary to discuss global environmental issues.

2. To have students understand the major current global environmental issues.

3. To have students understand international treaties and domestic policies related to global environmental issues.

4. To have students understand the consequence of not resolving current environmental problems, and to understand how future solutions can be realized.

CLASS POLICIES:
· Attendance:  Attendance is not required, but highly recommended!  Students who attend class regularly typically do better on exams that those students who do not.

· Courtesy:  Please be courteous to your fellow students.  Do your best to arrive on time so as not to disrupt the class.  If you arrive late or must leave early, please do so quietly.  Turn off all cell phones and beepers before entering the classroom!

NOTE:  I reserve the right to decrease a student’s final grade for disrupting class.  Disruptions include, but are not limited to, arriving late, failure to turn off cell phones, beepers and pagers before entering class, side conversations, etc.  Cell phone use including text messaging and computer use not related to this course will not be tolerated.
· Special Needs:  If you have special needs please see me as soon as possible so your needs can be accommodated.
COURSE WEBSITE:
My website is http://people.uncw.edu/rotenbergj.  Select EVS 205.  Here you will find a copy of this syllabus, handouts, past review sheets, and other important course information including internet links to reading assignments.  What you will not find here are my class notes!  If you miss a class for any reason, it is your own responsibility to get the notes from a classmate or see me at office hours.  Do not request notes from me via email.  I will not send them to you, nor will I respond to this type of email!  Grades will be posted on Blackboard (access through class list in SeaPort).
GRADING:
Exams:  
There will be three (3) non-cumulative exams during the semester.  The first two will be held during regular class hours and the last will be during the final exam time. Exams will be based on lecture, readings and in-class discussions.  Exams will be a combination of multiple choice and true-false.  You must complete two exams and the News-List assignment in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Make-up exams will not be given.  If you miss an exam, you get a zero and that score will be dropped as your lowest score.  Note the dates of the exams!  There is no extra credit so don’t ask!
Environmental News-Lists (20 pts each):  Students will read The New York Times to keep up-to-date on current events in environmental news.  Everyday, global environmental news hits the newswires, and we will add this to our knowledgebase for the course.  Students will be required to select ten (10) environmental articles per assignment from the assignment period. There will be a total of five assignments.

The New York Times is available on line at http://www.nytimes.com
On the day the News-list assignment is due, we will use the first 20-30 minutes of class to review and discuss the news.  Following the discussion you will hand in a typed and printed list of articles in the following format:

Example Format:
1. Tuesday, January 22, 2007
a. Title/Headline of Article

b. Author(s) Names

c. Date Found by You

d. One sentence summarizing the article

e. One sentence with; “This article is globally important environmentally because . .”

f. Environmental Topic Category (i.e., Pollution, Alternative Energy, Global Warming, etc.)

2. Wednesday, February 4, 2007
1) Title/Headline of Article

2) Author(s) Names

3) Date Found by You

4) One sentence summarizing the article

5) One sentence with; “This article is globally important environmentally because . .”

6) Environmental Topic Category (i.e., Pollution, Alternative Energy, Global Warming, etc.)

Continue for each article up to ten.  Use a standard 10 or 12 point size font (i.e., Arial or Times Roman).  If you can print on both sides of the page do so to save on paper.  No credit will be given for handwritten work or for lists that are emailed to me!!!  No exceptions!  

Grading News-lists:  Each of the ten articles per assignment will be worth two (2) points (1 article = 2 points).  Up to five (5) points will be taken off for not following the correct format outlined above!  Therefore, a total of 20 points can be earned per assignment (20x5=100pts).
Have fun with this and be Environmentally Aware.  Next time you’re at a party you can impress your friends by saying something like, “Did you catch the latest news on global warming in the New York Times . . .?”
Your final grade will be based on the following:
	3 Exams
	100 points each (Drop lowest score)

	Environmental News-lists
	100 points

	TOTAL
	300 points


Grading Scale:

A
100 – 94%

B-
83 – 80%

D+
69 – 67%

A-
  93 – 90%

C+
79 – 77%

D
66 – 64%

B+
  89 – 87%

C
76 – 74%

D-
63 – 60%

B
  86 – 84%

C-
73 – 70%

F
59% AND BELOW
Statement on academic integrity:

All members of UNCW’s community are expected to follow the academic Honor Code. Please read the UNCW Honor Code carefully (as covered in the UNCW Student Handbook).  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated in this class.

Statement regarding plagiarism: 

Please be especially familiar with UNCW’s position on plagiarism as outlined in the UNCW Student Handbook.  Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty in which you take someone else’s ideas and represent them as your own.   Here are some examples of plagiarism:

a. You write about someone else’s work in your paper and do not give them credit for it by referencing them.
b. You give a presentation and use someone else’s ideas and do not state that the ideas are the other persons.
c. You get facts from your textbook or some other reference material and you do not reference that material.

Be warned – plagiarism results in failure – no exceptions!

Statement on services for students with disabilities:

Students with diagnosed disabilities should contact the Office of Disability Services (962-7555).  Please give me a copy of the letter you receive from the Office of Disability Services detailing class accommodations you may need.  

Statement regarding violence and harassment:

UNCW practices a zero tolerance policy for any kind of violent or harassing behavior.  If you are experiencing an emergency of this type contact the police at 911 or UNCW CARE at 962-2273.  Resources for individuals concerned with a violent or harassing situation can be located at http://www.uncw.edu/wsrc/crisis.html.
Statement regarding the use of personal electronics:

Cell phone use of any kind (talking, texting, time-telling) will not be tolerated in this class; neither will the use of personal music devices.  Laptops may only be used for class-related activities (i.e., taking notes).  Any other use, such as checking non-UNCW websites or email will not be tolerated.  Improper use of electronic devices will result in being asked to leave the class.

TENATIVE LECTURE SCHEDULE – EVS 205
	Wk
	DATE
	TOPIC
	Chapters or Outside Readings

	
	
	
	
	Part 1 – Introduction to Global Environmental Issues
	

	1
	Aug
	W
	19
	Introductions, Major Global Environmental Issues
	Read/Review:  Basic EVS concepts

	2
	
	M
	24
	Discuss “Tragedy” and The Global Commons; News-list examples; Introduction to Climate Change and the Greenhouse Effect.  Scenes from “The Day After Tomorrow”
	Read:  Tragedy of the Commons; Mann & Kump pp.60-61 and bring in a Sample NYT article

	
	
	W
	26
	The Discovery of Global Warming & Earth’s Climate Change History. 
	Read:  “The Discovery of Global Warming” (see webpage);  Mann & Kump pp.10-15

	3
	
	M
	31
	The Discovery of Global Warming & Earth’s Climate Change History.  Scenes from “After the Warming”
	Read:  “The Discovery of Global Warming” (see webpage);  Mann & Kump pp.10-15

	
	
	
	
	Part 2 – The Mechanisms of Climate Change
	

	
	Sep
	W
	2
	The Climate Machine – How does it work
	Read:  Turco-Ch. 11;  Mann & Kump-Part 1

[News-list 1: due today]

	4
	
	M
	7
	Labor Day Holiday
	

	
	
	W
	9
	The Climate Machine – How does it work (cont) & Greenhouse Gases
	Read:  Turco-Ch. 11-12;

 Mann & Kump-Part 1

	5
	
	M
	14
	Global Warming – Greenhouse Gases (continued)
	Read:  Turco-Ch. 12; Mann & Kump-Part 1

	
	
	W
	16
	Global Warming – Greenhouse Gases (continued)
	Read:  Turco-Ch. 12; Mann & Kump-Part 1

	6
	
	M
	21
	Global Warming – Global Climate Models, Feedback loops and Uncertainties
	Read:  Turco-Ch. 12; Mann & Kump-Part 1 & 2, pp.64-69, 94-97

	
	
	
	
	Part 3 – Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) & The Kyoto Protocol 
	

	
	
	W
	23
	Climate Change – Is it Really Happening Now or Something to Worry About in Our Future? The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) – The Kyoto Protocol; News-lists
	Read:  IPCC Reports & Kyoto Protocol (see website); Mann & Kump-Part 2 & 3 and pp. 186-185
 [News-list 2: due today]

	7
	
	M
	28
	Climate Change –The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) – The Kyoto Protocol
	Read:  IPCC Reports & Kyoto Protocol (see website); Mann & Kump-Part 2 & 3 

	
	
	W
	30
	Exam 1
	

	8
	Oct
	M
	5
	Fall Break Holiday
	

	
	
	
	
	Part 4 – Beyond Kyoto:  Global Resources and Human population
	

	
	
	W
	7
	Climate change and Water, Vegetation, and Loss of Biodiversity - Scenario-Based Climate Predictions
	Read:   Mann & Kump-Part 2, pp. 86-87


	9
	
	M
	12
	Human Overpopulation and Loss of Biodiversity
	Read:   Mann & Kump-Part 3


	
	
	W
	14
	Impacts of Climate Change
	Read:  Mann & Kump-Part 3

	
	
	
	
	Part 5 –  Global Pollution and Solutions?
	

	10
	
	M
	19
	Sources and Dispersion of Air Pollution
	Read:  Turco –  Ch. 5 & 6

	
	
	W
	21
	Introduction to Smog and Acid Rain
	Read:  Turco –  Ch. 5 & 6; Mann & Kump-Part 3, pp. 84-85

	11
	
	M
	26
	Who Killed the Electric Car?
	

	
	
	W
	28
	Who Killed the Electric Car?  (continued) and Global Air Pollution and Smog
	

	12
	Nov
	M
	2
	Smog and Acid Rain, News-lists, and Review
	Read:  Turco –  Ch. 5 & 6

[News-list 3: due today]

	
	
	W
	4
	Exam 2
	

	13
	
	M
	9
	*No Class Today*
	

	
	
	
	
	Part 6 –The Ozone Hole & The Montreal Protocol
	

	
	
	W
	11
	Stratospheric Ozone Layer and the Ozone “Hole”
	Read:  Turco –  Ch. 13

	14
	
	M
	16
	Stratospheric Ozone Layer and the Ozone “Hole”
	Read:   (see website)
Read:  Turco –  Ch. 13
[News-list 4: due today]

	
	
	W
	18
	Stratospheric Ozone Layer and the Ozone “Hole”
	Read:  (See website)
Read:  Turco –  Ch. 13

	15
	
	M
	23
	Montreal Protocol an beyond
	Read:  Montreal Protocol & EPA (See website)

	
	
	W
	25
	Thanksgiving Holiday
	

	
	
	
	
	Part 7 – Poverty and Solutions
	

	16
	
	M
	30
	Economics, Poverty, and the Value of the Global Environment  
	Read:  UNEP(See website); Mann & Kump-Part 4 & 5

	
	Dec
	W
	2
	Economics, Poverty (cont) News-lists and Review 
	Read:  UNEP(See website) ); Mann & Kump-Part 4 & 5 [News-list 5: due today]

	2
	
	W
	9
	FINAL EXAM---Wednesday, Dec 9 --- 11:30pm-2:30pm
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