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No event comes together without the tremendous collaboration and assistance from many 

individuals. Here is a list of some of the people we need to thank for this event: 

 The event and keynote speaker was funded by a UNCW Mentoring grant funded through the 

Center for Faculty Leadership. 

 The Watson School of Education Outreach Alliance Office provided the venue, materials, and 

organization. 

 It was co-sponsored by Communities in Schools of North Carolina who paid for the lunches and 

provided materials.   

 The National Dropout Prevention Center generously provided us with the canvas bags, books 

and dropout prevention materials in the bags. Their staff worked hard to copy and collate the 

materials. 

 Landfall Starbucks and Dunkin’ Donuts graciously provided the morning refreshments. 

 Other materials were supplied by UNCW and the Watson School of Education. 

 The UNCW Conference Committee was made up faculty and staff members from across the 

UNCW campus: 

Susan Catapano, Richard Chapman, Jeffrey Ertzberger, John Fischetti, Lathardus Goggins II, 

Adam Jones, Somer Lewis, Kennedy Ongaga, Ann Potts, Brianne Reck, Angela Reid-Griffin, 

Deloris Rhodes, Janna Siegel Robertson, Dana Shelit, Julie- Ann Scott, Robert Smith, and William 

Sterrett 

 The Community Stakeholder Conference Committee and Regional Showcase Presenters were 

made up of hardworking individuals who already work tirelessly toward trying to improve lives 

in the region: 

Melissa Anderson, Rev. Clifford Barnett, Brian Blake, Karen Beatty, Lisa Brewster, Jessica Eliot, 

Angela Garland, Vicki Hayes, Louise Hicks, Joyce Huguelet, Nadia Lewis, Nick Rhodes, Laura 

Rumbly, Melissa Singler, Jennifer Simmons, Kathy Stoute, Andrea Tarantino, Edith Ward, Obah 

David Ward, and Bryant York 

 Behind the scenes: 

Brian Allen, Dianne Bass, Brian Brinkley, Joy Childs, Candace Blanke, Scott Imig, Jan Siko, 

Amanda Smith, Kristi Wetherill 

 And finally a thanks to our distinguished speakers: 

Dr. Cathy Barlow, Dr. Karen Wetherill, Bill Saffo, and of course, Dr. Jay Smink. 


